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PREFACE.

..

The work of preparing for publication the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Navies, which was begun July 7, 1884, was
organized under the superintendency of Professsor J. R. Soley, U. S,
Navy, at that time librarian of the Navy Department, afterwards
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

In August, 1890, the work of collecting these records and their clas-
sification was ably continued by his successor, Lieutenant-Commander
F. M. Wise, U, S. Navy, who, having received orders to sea, was
relieved by Lieutenant-Commander Rxchard Rush, U, S. Navy, in
May, 1893,

The long-delayed publication was ﬁnally authorized by act of Con-
gress approved July 31, 1894, and begun by Mr. Rush. The first
five volumes were published under his efficient administration, and
the important duty of organizing the office for the distribution of
these volumes was accomplished.

In March, 1897, Mr. Rush, having been ordered to sea, was suc-
ceeded by Professor Edward K. Rawson, U, S, Navy, as superintend-
ent, under whose able administration volumes 6~14 were published.
Professor Rawson was detached and ordered to the U. S. Naval
Academy September 20, 1902, and was succeeded by Mr, Charles W,
Stewart,

No change is contemplated at present in the outline of the plan of
publication as approved by the Department. This plan includes only
the use of such material as may be certified to be contemporaneous
naval records of the war, which is divided into three series, in the
following order of arrangement:

I. The first series embraces the reports, orders, and correspondence,
both Union and Confederate, relating to all naval operations on the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts and inland waters of the United States during
the war of the rebellion, together with the operations of vessels acting
singly, either as cruisers or privateers, in different parts of the woxld.

. These reports are accompanied by occasional maps and diagrams.

In this series the papers are arranged according to squadrons and
flotillas, chronologically; and, as far as possible, the Union reports of
any events are immediately followed by the Confederate reports,

Ix



X B PREFAOCEK.

II. The second series embraces the reports, orders, and correspond-
ence relating to—

1. The condition of the Union Navy in 1861, before the com-
mencement of hostilities, and to its increase during the progress
of the war, including the annual and speclal reports of the Secre-
tary of the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus.

2. The construction and outfit of the Confederate Navy, in-
cluding privateers, setting forth also the annual and special
reports of the Confederate Secretary of the Navy and chiefs of
bureaus.

3. Statistical data of all vessels, Union and Confederate, as far
as can be obtained.

4, Returns of naval and military property captured by the
navies of both sides during the war.,

5. Correspondence relating to naval prisoners.

This series is also arranged chronologically in each of the above
sections as far as practicable,

III. The third series embraces all reports, orders, correspondence,
and returns of the Union and Confederate authorities not specially
relating to the matter of the first and second series,

It is the intention of the Department to introduce throughout the
volumes of the different series illustrations of each class or type of
ves®els referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships as
they actually appeared during the war. These cuts have been repro-
duced either from photographs of the vessels themselves or from the
carefully prepared drawings made from official sources.

Much difficulty has been found in collecting the records, for, while
the official reports of commanders of fleets and of vessels acting singly
arc on file in the Navy Department, it is found that the correspond-
ence between flag-officers and their subordinates is frequently missing.
Without this squadron correspondence the historical value of the
work would necessarily be impaired, and the Department therefore
has spared no pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief
actors on both sides, These papers have for the most part been
obtained, and they have been copiously used in the compilation of
the work. The reports of the Union commanders are full and fairly
complete. It is to be regretted, however, that the Confederate
records are not equally complete, due to the great difficulty found in
collecting them, and also to the fact that a large part of the archives
of the Confederate Navy Department was burned at the close of the
war., Frequent careful searches throughout various parts of the
country, conducted by a special agent of the Department, have
brought to light many duplicates of these papers, found among the
personal files of participants, It is hoped that the publication will
revive the interest of participants in the events referred to, and lead
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them to bring to the notice of the Department the whereabouts of any
papers bearing upon naval operations in the civil war of which they
may have knowledge. ,

The twenty-third volume of the records (Series I, vol. 23), which
has recently been published by the Department, gives the operations
of the Naval Forces on Western Waters from April 12 to December
31, 1862, The present volume (Series I, vol. 24) gives the operations
of the Naval Forces on Western Waters from January 1 to May 17,
1863.

The reports and correspondence are placed chronologically, with a
distinct heading for every paper. In the record of events in which
both sides took part the Confederate reports (where they could be
obtained) immediately follow the Union reports, while the miscella-
neous Confederate correspondence is placed at the end of the volume,
Reference to the table of contents will show the context of these Con-
federate papers, It is believed that the chronological arrangement
of the records, in connection with the full and complete index to each
volume, will afford ample means of reference to its contents without
other subdivision or classification, In reports of special or single
events, in which the papers bear specific relation to those events, the
chronological order has been somewhat modified, and such documents
‘have been placed together in the compilation,

CHARLES W, STEWART,

. Compiler.
NAvY DEPARTMENT,

Washington, D. C., April, 1911,

Nore.~~The following is an extract from the law governing the dis-
tribution of the sets comprising the publication (act of Congress
approved July 31, 1904):

* % % Of said number, six thousand eight hundred and forty
copies shall be for the use of the House of Representatives, two thou-
sand one hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the Secretary of the Navy among oflicers of
the Navy and contributors to the work. The quotas herein author-
ized of said publication for the Senate and House of Representatives
shall be sent by the Secretary of the Nuvy to such libraries, organiza-
tions, and individuals as may be designated b%r the Senators, Rep-
resentatives, and Delegates of the Fifty-third Congress, it being the
purpose of this distribution herein provided for to place these records
in public libraries, and with permanent organizations having libraries,
so far as such libraries may exist in the several States and Territories,
Kach Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-four and each Rep-
resentative and Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses,
and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time, as they are
published, until the publication is completed; and all sets that may
not be ordered to be distributed as provided herein shall be sold by the
- Secretary of the Navy for cost of publication,; with ten per centum
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added thereto, and the proceeds of stich sale shall be covered into the
Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the
same address, the Secretary of the Navy shall inform the Senators,
Representatives, or Delegates who have desig‘nnted the same, who
thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or individuals.
The Secretary of the Navy shall inform distributees at whose instance
the volumes are sent.

The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the
work was approved January 30, 1896:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to send the undis-
tributed copies of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion,
both of the Union and of the Confederate navies, to such libraries,
organizations, and individuals as may be designated before the meet-
ing of the next Congress by the Representatives in the Fifty-fourth
Congress of the districts whose Representatives in the Fifty-third
Congress failed to designate the distributees of their quota of said
Ofticial Records or any part thereof, as authorized by the act of Con-
gress approved July thirty-first, ei%\hteen hundred and ninety-four,
and the joint resolution approved March second, eighteen hundred
and ninety-five, to the extent and in the manner and form provided in
said act.

The following is an extract from the act of Congress of May 28,
1896, which increased the edition from 10,000 to 11,000 copies:

* * % Tor printing, binding, and wrapping one thousand addi-
tional copies of series one, volumes one, two, three, and four, for
supplying officers ¢f the Navy who have not received the work, two
thousand four hundred dollars. '



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

SERIES I,

1. Operations of the cruisers, 1861-1865.

Unlon crulsers.
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Wilkes, U, 8. N,, 1862-1863,
West India (Flying) Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U, S, N.,, 1863-1864,
Confederate crutsers and privateers.

2. Operations in the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861,

Surrender of the Pensacola Navy Yard.
Cooperation of the Navy in the relief of Fort Pickens,

3. Operations on the Atlantic Coast, January to May 13, 1861.

Cooperation of the Navy in the attempts to relieve Fort Sumter.
Abandonment and destruction of the Norfolk Navy Yard.
Home Squadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, S, N.

4, Operations on the Potomac and Rapp‘ahannock Rivers, 1861-1865,

Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Ward, U. S. N., 1861,
Potomnac Flotilla, under Captain Craven, U, 8. N., 1861,

Potomac Flotilla, under Lieutenant Wyman, U, S, N., 1861-1862.
Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U, 8. N., 1862-1863.
Potomac Flotilla, under Commander Parker, U, 8. N., 18631865,

5. Atlantic Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865.

Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Stringham, U. 8. N., May 13 to Sept. 23, 1861,
West India Squadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergrast, U, 8,\N., 1861
Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Ofﬁcer Barron, C, 8. N.
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Goldsborough, U, 8. N,, 1861, -
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Goldsborough, U. 8. N., 1861-1862.
Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C, 8. N,
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Buchanan, C. S. N,
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. 8. N,
James River Flotilla, under Commodore Wilkes; U. 8, N., 1862.
North Atlantic Blookading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U. 8. N., 1862-1864.
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officers Forrest and Mitchell, C. S, N.
*Naval Defenses Inland Waters of North Carolina, under Commander Pinkney, C. 8. N.
*Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C. 8. N.
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. N., 1864-1865.
James River Squadron, under Flag-Officers Mitchell and Semmes, C. S. N,

. *Naval Defenses Cape Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Pinkney, C, 8, N.
North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Acting Reéar-Admiral Radford, U, 8. N., 1865.
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Du Pont, U, 8. N., 1861-1863,

) *Naval Defenses of South Carolina and Georgla, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, C. 8, N, .
*Naval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer Ingraham, C, 8, N
South Atlantio Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, U, 8. N,, 1863-1865.
*Naval Defenses of Charieston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer Tucker, C. 8. N
Naval Defanses of Savannah, Ga., under Flag-Officers Hunter and Tattnall, C. 8. N.

*The Confederate materlal under this head is very scant. It is therefore hoped that those who have
any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval War
Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

XI1II
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6. Gulf Blockading Squadrons, 1861-1865, -

Gulf Blookadlng Squadron, under Flag-Oﬂicer Mervine, U, 8. N., 1861,
Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer McKean, U, 8. N, 1861-1862,
*Mlssissippl River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, C. 8. N.
East Gulf Blookading Squadfou, under Flag-Otﬂcer Mol{ean, U. 8, N,, 1862.
East Gulf Blockading Squadrou, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U, 8. N., 1862.
East Gulf Bloockading Sqiiadron; under Acting Rear-Admiral Bailey, U, 8. N., 1862-1864.
Esst Guif Blockading Squiadron, utider Captaln Greene, U. S. N., 1864.
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Stribling, U, 8. N., 1864-1865.
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Farragut, U. 8. N., 1862-1863,
Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U, 8. N., 1862,
Lower Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander J. K. Mitchell, C. S. N,, 1862,
*Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Randolph, C. 8. N.
"Trans-Mississippi Marino Department, under Major Leon Smith, C. 8. A,
West Gull Blockading Squadrou, under Commodore Bell, U, 8, N. (ad interim), 1863,
Waest Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, 8. N,, 1864,
*Moblle Defenses, under Admiral Buchanan, C. 8, N,
Waest Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Palmer, U. 8. N., 1864-1805, -
West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U, 8. N., 1865.
*Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Farraud, C. 8. N.

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1865.

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Commander Rodgers, U. 8, N., 1861,

- Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Foote, U, 8, N., 18611862,
- *Mississippl River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, C. 8, N, .

Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Davls, U. 8. N., 1862,
*Mlssissippl River Defense Fleet, under Captain Montgomery, C. 8, A.
*Mississippi River Defenses, under Commander R, F, Pinkney, C. 8. N,
*Mississippl River Delenses, under Flag-Officer Lynch, C, 8, N,

Mississipp! Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8, N., 1862-1864,

Mississippl 8quadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8. N., 1864-1865,

*Naval Defenses of Red River, Louisiana, under Lieutenant J. I, Carter, C. &, N,

*The Confederate material under this head is very scant. It is therefore hoped that those who have
any Confederate naval documents upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval War
Records, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.



UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR SERVING IN THE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON,

JANUARY | TO MAY 17, 1863.

\

Name Rate. Tonnage. Class. Guns.
Abraham............. ...| Fourth.... 800 Paddle-wheel steamer............... 0
Alfred Robb .| Fourth.... 75 | Btern-wheel steamer................ 4
ATEOSY .t v evveenrnnns . Paddle-wheel steamer............... 8
Baron De Kalb Tronclad. . .oovveneeineneenneninenn.s 14
Benton,.....cooooeveiiieiiiaiia... s L S 16
Black Hawk " Bide-wheel steamnor. .. - .oooooiiss 8
Brilllant........coooviiiiiii.. Stern-wheel steamer................ 4
Carondelet . cnvreornonoiniii, Ironelad, ..oovviernennnnennnaaan.., 14
Champlon No.d..o .o, Paddle-wheel steamer............... 4
Chillieothe. .....cooeviii i, Ironelad......coooeveeiennnan.oa... 2
ChootaW. . eoevrreeneeenenrnenans ‘8lde-wheel BLeatner. ... ...oovornn. 4
Cincinnatf......................... Ironclad. ... ...l 14
Clara Dolsen............coeeevennnn Slde-wheel steamer................. 1
Corniestoga. ............eovenen.....| Fourth. ...l BI12..... L« [ 5
Covington..............ceeeunn.n.. Paddle-wheel steamer......... . ... 8
Cricket...................sc.......| Fourth....|  166]..... 1 T U 8
Curlew ! veerirensineaeen.ad Fourth, ] 106 ]..... do........ 8
Dahlla; . do. 0

Rastport..
as
Emma Duncan ..
Fa!rp L) SRR

Fern,iiiiieieieieenanann..
Florence s, . coeevenrrvennn..
Eorest Ingse e reaeeeereaaas

eneral Bragg...............
QGeneral Lyon®..............
General Plllow...............
Gencral Price................
Glde...ccovveeienneannnn....
Great Westem ...............
Hastings®.......c.oeenen....
Indlanola ....................

.................

J ames Thompson 7
Judge Torrence

Juliet.........
Kenwood

thtle Rebel .................
Lousvilleiso.venrieannnnnn...
Marmora: . oeeeeeenennnann..
Mound City....eovuvunnnn...
Naumkeag.....covevevevann..
Petrel8...cocvvveenvnnnnn....
Pittsburg.....ccovvvenennn...
Pralrle Bird 9. ...............
Quesn (‘ity ..................

Rattler 1o,
Red Rover

Stlver. Cloud
Sllver Lake..

........................

......
......

eesass]evsad

......

......

------

......

......

......

..........

.......

-Bide-wheel

Slde-wheel
Joedosii

8ide-wlieel

.......

Slde-wheel

Sorew ste

Ironclad

.........

...‘do....

Hide-wheei .. .
Screw stearner (tug) ........... Ceees

Stern-wheel steamer.
Paddle-wheel steamer

Pnddle-wﬁeel steamer. .
Stern-wheel steamer. .
Paddle-wheel steamer.

steamer

steamer (fam)

| Paddle-wheel steamer...............

steamer (ram)...........

s W Y S aednanrinnacnnaa

"Storn-whoel SLeAINer s . . .....v.nnns

steamer (ordnance)......

Paddle-wheel steamer...............
Ironclad (side-wheel and screw).....
Paddlo-w eel steumer ...............

.....................

steamer. ‘

ram).,
Ironclad’ (center-wheel) .............
Stern-wheel steamer................

center-wheel).............

Paddle-w ee] steamer...............

..........................

Ironclad ‘(center-wheel).............
Paddle-wheel steamer...............

..........................

.........................

teamer hevesssessaisnans

Stern-wheel steamer................

sesbscssetitcvesanais

sessavenas

1
]
6
2
8
0
6
3
4
8
4
6
8
4
8
9
6
1
6
4
6
6
8
0
6
0
5
0
1

—

—

[

—

—

1 Known also a3
2 Known nﬁ\n
] Known offic

8. 8, Petrel.

gas U '8/ 8, Hastings,

4 Known officia U8, 8. Curlew.
© & Known also as Soto

¢ Known also

as Emma Duncan

1 Known officlally as U, 8, 8. Manitou; later U, 8. 8. Fort Hindman.
8 Known also a8 Duchess.

? Known also a3 Mary Miller,
1 Formerly Florence Miller.



CATEINDAR.

-1.8683.

JANUTARY. . APRIL. ;
Sun, | M, | T. | W.| T. | F. |Sat. {{Sun. [ M. | T, | W, | T. | F. |Bat.
. U R I U I 20 B O I 1| 2| 3| 4
4| 5| 6| 7| 8| 9l10| 5| 6| 7| 8| 9|10 11
1112 (13|14 ({16 |16 |17 |12 |13 |14 |15 |16 |17 | 18
181192021 (22|23 |24 1920|2122 |23|24125
2512627128129 30|31 (26|27 |28/209/[30]|_.]..

FPEBRUARY. MAY .
1 el s 4l s el 7).l 1] 2
8| 9l10|11|12|13|14| 3| 4| 5| 6| 7| 8| 9
15|16 |17 1819|2021 10|11 |12 |13 |14 15| 16
22|23 |24 |25 |26 (27 (2817|1819 (20|21 (22|23
Lot ool o ll24t2s] 2627|2829 30

MAROK.
1] 2| 3| 4| 5| 6| 7 -
8| 91011 |12]|13] 14
15|16 |17 |18 |19 | 20 | 21
22 |23 |24 |25 |26 |27 |28 \
20 |30 31| .| .. | ...

Xvl




NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

FROM JANUARY 1 TO MAY 17,-1863,

711°—N W R—voL 24-—10——-1






NAVAL FORCES ON. WESTIéRN WATERS.

FROM JANUARY 1 TO MAY 17, 1863.

Operations in the T'enncssee and Cumberland rivers from January 1
' to April 30, 1863.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, January 1, 1863.

Your telegram of 1st received. Received telegram from Colonel
Lowe that General Dodge, at Pittsburg Landing, nearly out of
rations. Supplies ready at Fort Henry for him. General Grant
wishes convoy for supplies; other communication cut off; do all you
can; much left to your discretion. Don’t be caught by falling water
either in Cumberland or Tennessee rivers. Better not go to Madison
if you can avoid it now. .

A. M. PenNoCK,

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

. N
Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Frrem,
Smithland, Ky.

[{Telegram.]

. Catro, January 1, 1863.

I have information from pilots and fromn Captain Fitch that it is
impossible for our gunboats to ascend the Tennessee at this time
drawing as much water as they do.

Captain Fitch has orders to ascend Tennessee with part of his force
as soon as rise will permit.

Similar application has been made for a convoy up the Cumberland.

Captain Fitch has been directed to detail a part of his force for
that purpose. Have no boat to send from here at present,

A. M. PenNoCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Colonel W. W. Lowg,
Commanding, Fort Henry, Tenn.
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[Telegram.]
JANUARY 1, 1863.
Gunboats can not get to Nashville just now ; probably there may be
water in a few days. Might possibly get w1tinn 35 mlles of there.
‘Will be two gunboats ready to convoy in case you choose to risk the

probability of a rise.
LeRoy Fircw,

Lieutenant-Commander.
Major-General [H. G.] Wrianr, :
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Brigadier-General [J. T.] Boyrg,
Louisville, Ky.

\
[Telegram.]

EVANSVILLE, [Inp.], January 2, 1863.

Cumberland River reported rising at last accounts. Two gun-
boats in readiness to convoy supplies to Nashville, Have transports
started? If not, when will they?

LeRoy Firch,

Lieutenant-Commander.

General BOYLE,
Louisville, Ky. -

[Telegram,]

' ~ SMITHLAND, | KY.], January. 3, 1863.

, It is of the utmost importance that supglles be got to Nashville
without delay, and I shall send the boats if they can not get nearer
than 25 miles. It will do very well, but they should be pushed to
Nashville if possible. I rely on you not only for convoy, but for
getting the transports as far up as possible.

Let me hear from you again 1n relation to water inythe Cumberland.
H. G. Wrignr,
Major-General.
Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Frrca.

[Telegram.]

SMitHuAND, Ky., January 4, 1868.

St. Clair and Brilliant here with fuel awaltmg orders. General
Wright asks for convoy up Cumberland. I have telegraphed him I

am ready.
' J. 8. Hurp,

Gunboat St. G’Zcm'

Captain Pennock, U. S, Navy,
Cuairo, 1.
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[Telegram,]

HowLy Sprinas, [Miss.], January 4, 1863—11 p. m.
(Received Cairo, 5th.)
?ome light-draft gunboats now in Tennessee would be of great
value, - o
Forrest has got to the east bank, but there are strong signs of his
recrossing in the vicinity of Savannah,
Can any be sent? - U. S. GranT,
Major-General, Commanding.
NavaL ComMANDER, Oairo.

[Telegram,]

Carro, IrL.,, January b, 1863.

Have already ordered all available boats to ascend Tennessee with
the rise.
i A. M. PeNNoOOK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.
U. S. GranT, _
Major-General, Commanding, Holly Springs, Miss.

{Telegram.,]

EvAnsviLLg, INp., January &, 1863.

The fleet of boats, 14 in all, for Nashville, left here at 4 p. m. Gen-
eral Boyle sent orders to have Lieutenant Fitch convoy the fleet; he is
not here. Have gunboats at Smithland to-morrow to convoy fleet.

F. H. EHrRMAN,
Acting Quartermaster.
CommaNnDpING OFFICER GUNBOAT FLEET,
Cairo, 111,

[Telegram,)
Carro, January 6, 1863,
Have given such orders as I deemed necessary for a convoy for-your
fleet. Two gunboats have been waiting at Smithland since yesterday.
Commanding naval officer will make such arrangements as he deems
proper on arrival of the fleet at Smithland.
: A. M. PenNock,

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.
F. H. EurMAN,
Acting Quartermaster, Evansville, Ind.

[Telegram.i

HorLy SpriNas, January 6, 1863.

There are said to be large numbers of flatboats and other craft for
crossing the Tennessee River hid away at the mouth of streams emp-
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tying into the Tennessee. You will therefore please request the
%unboats, which are reported to be up the river, to use every means

or their destruction, that the enemy may be prevented from crossing
into West Tennessee and Kentucky. They should proceed up the
river as far as the water will permit. '

. Answer if you are in communication with the gunboats and their
whereabouts.

By order of Major-General U. S. Grant: ,
Joun A. Rawrins,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
' Colonel W. W. Lowg, -
. Fort Henry, Tenn.

[Telegram.)

Cairo, [ILL., January 6, 18631—6 p. m.
General Grant: Two light-draft gunboats have gone up. Cumber-
land River as convoys for supplies for Rosecrans. Two have orders
to ascend Tennessee River with rise. The fifth is disabled and now
undergoing repair. I have no others to send. They are only bullet-

proof.
- A. M. PenNock,
Fleet Captain of Station.

Order of Acting' Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, to Fleet Captain Pennock,
U. 8. Navy, that the vessels of the squadron be not detained for the defense
of Columbus, Ky. -

- JANUARY 6, 1863.

Sir: You will please not detain any of the gunboats for the defense
of Columbus. I consider that place amply defended, and if the
can not protect themselves they must get more troops. I am well
posted with regard to the enemy’s troops and know that Columbus
1s not, and has not been, in any danger.

I have more work for the boats to do than those here can attend to.

Give the commanders of vessels written orders to proceed and
report to me wherever I may be and instruct them that they are not
to allow themselves to be detained by any army officers unless some
position is actually attacked. ,

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
Davin-D. PorTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy, - o
Fleet Captain, Commandant of Station, Cairo, TU.

-

|Telegram.] -

Jackson, [TENN.,| January 7, 1863.
Colonel Rawrins: The following dispatch just received from com-
manding officer at Bethel [Tenn.]:

A man jJust from Florence, Ala., reports that Roddey has raised the steam-
boat Dunbur, sunk by our gunboats last winter, and Is trying to fix up her
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engines; also that Klt‘by Smith’s command crossed the river about there last
week, going to reinforce Price. He is vouched for as a Union man and one
that is reliable. .
= W. W, SANFORD,
Colonel, Oommanding Post,

Jer. C. SULLIVAN,
Brigudier-General.

[Telegram,]

Howvy Serings, Miss., January 7, 1863—6 p. m.

All supplies not taken from the country are now brought from

- Memphis. Think it advisable to complete railroad to Columbus to
‘lg\et rolling stock on this side and possibly to hold it for short time.
m throwing large supply of subsistence into Corinth, With use

of two or three light-draft gunboats the Tennessee can be used.
Nothing from Sherman since last dispatch, Will be ready to re-
inforce%lim from Memphis, if necessary. Will move heavy artillery
from east bank of river. Is Helena, Ark., in my department? Can
have troops at Corinth to operate from there soon as supplies can

ossibly be got there.
P U. S. GrANT,

Major-Gleneral.
Major-General H. W. HaLLEOK,
(feneral-in-Chief.

[ Telegram.]
]

HoLry SeriNas, January 8, 1863.

Can I have gunboats at Memphis to convoy reinfercements to
Vicksburg? I will want them by the eleventh.
. U.S. GranT,.
Major-General, Commanding.
Captain PENNOCK,
Cairo, 111.

[ Telegram.]

Cairo, ILL., January 9, 1863.
Will send one light-draft gunboat, bullet-proof, one-fourth
manned. I can do no more. A
Can’t you place under the command of her captain soldiers enough
to work her guns?
A. M. PeNNook, Fleet Captain.
‘Major-General U. S. GranT, )
Holly Springs.

[Telegram.}

Horry SeriNas, January 9, 1863.
There is no gunboat in Tennessee River above Fort"Henry. There
is 10 feet water and rising. T
U. S. GranT, Major-Generol,
Captain Pen~ock, U. S. Navy. '
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['l‘elégram.]

Cairo, January 9, 1863.
Two light-draft gunboats have gone up Cumberland as convoy for
supplies for (General Rosecrans. Two have orders to ascend Ten-
nessee with rise. The fifth is disabled and now undergoing repair.
I have no others to send. They are only bullet-proof. .
A. M. Pennock,
Ileet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Major-General U. S, Granr, -
Holly Springs, Miss.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, Januvary 10, 1863.
You will proceed without delay up the Tennessee River and
- cooperate w’itﬁ the army forces there in such manner as may render
you most efficient. If Captain Goudy is near you, pass this order
to him and he will also proceed up the river. Acknowledge receipt
of this telegram and inform me where Goudy is.

A. M. PexNook, -~
Fleet Captain and Chief of Stajf.
JosepH MOYER, :
Commanding U. S. Gunboat General Pillow,
Paducah, Ky.

{Telegram,]

: Carro, January 10, 1863.
Apply for coal to the army at once, and proceed up Tennessee
River, Inform Captain Goudy ithat it is my order that he go up
Tennessee also. You will not leave Tennessee River till further
orders from me or Captain Fitch. Send for Captain Goudy to go
up without delay.

A. M. PenNoUK,

Fleet Captain and Clief of Staff.
JoserH MOYER, .
Commanding U. 8. Gunboat General Pillow,
Paducah, Ky.

[Telegram.]

MURFREESBORO, [TEﬁN.], January 12, 1863—10 p. m.
_ (Received Washington, 18th—38:15 a. m.)

In order that there may be cooperation between here and our gun-
boats, please put me in communication with their commander. I
have not as yet been able to communicate but once.

W. S. Rosecrans,
: © Major-General,
~ SECRETARY OF THE Navy,
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[Telegram, ]

Navy Deparr™MENT, Januvary 13, 1863.

The Western gunboats are under command of~Acting Rear-Ad-
miral D. D. Porter, who is now at Vicksburg. You had better com-
municate with the captain, A. M. Pennock, senior naval officer at
Cairo, Ill, who will cooperate” under general:instructions from
department.

GimeoN WELLES.

Major-General W. S. Rosecrans

Mm'freesi)oro, Tenn.

\ ——

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, transmitting correspondence with
Major-General Halleck, U, 8. Army, regarding cooperation of gunboats in the
Cumberland River.

No. 2.] : OFrICcE MI1SS1SSIPPI SQUADRON,
Cairo, 1., January 19, 1863.

Sir: T have the honor to inform you that I have no later news
from the fleet than that contained in the Admiral’s telegram of yes-
terday. , ‘

I enclose herewith a copy of a telegram received this morning from
C. Goddard, assistant adjutant-general and chief of staff, Murfrees-
boro, Tenr., together with my answer thereto.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. PENNOOK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Hon. GipeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[ Enclosures-—-"t'elegram,)

MUuRrrREESBORO, January 17, 1863.

Captain PexNock : General Halleck informs the general command-
ing this department that you have 15 light gunboats at Cairo.
The general commanding wishes them to be put into service imme-
diately on the Cumberland River to patrol, etc.; he also desires the
names of the boats and officers commanding them, and a full report
of the condition of things in your department. While the water is
high in the Cumberland, he wishes the ferry transportation of the
enemy to be destroyed as far up the river as possible. Most danger
may be expected above Donelson, but good lookout should be kept
below. General Halleck also informs the general commanding that
15 more gunboats are in course of construction at Cairo; they will be
valuable for convoying transports. )

C. Gobparp,
Acting [Assistant] Adjutant-General, Chief of Staf.

CArro, January 19, 1863.

On the 1st of October last the gunboat service was transferred by
an act of Congress from the War to the Navy Department and Rear-
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Admiral Porter placed in command, who is acting exclusively under
the orders of the Navy Department,

This department is his, not mine, I am acting under his orders,
and am ordered to report only to him and to the Navy Department.

For your information I will state that of the fifteen light-draft
gunboats mentioned by General Halleck as being at Cairo three only
are here; one of these has smallpox on board; one is nearly useless
for want of steam power, and the third is under orders from the
admiral. Of the additional fifteen spoken of as now building I have
no knowledge.

I will send your communication to the admiral by first opportunity.
Previous to the admiral’s leaving he sent up the Cumberland and
Tennessee rivers all the force he has to spare, and directed their
commanders to cooperate with the army.

A. M. PenNoCK,

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

C. Gobparp,
Acting [ Assistant] Adjutant-Generval and Chief of Staff,
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

["Telegran.)

Navy DeparrMeNT, January 19, 1863.
General Rosecrans desires a naval force to protect the transports in
the Cumberland. Can you not send vessels for the purpose?
Gmron WEeLLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Captain A. M. PrNNoCK,
Senior Naval Officer, Caivo, 1.

['Pelegram,] \

MuR¥REESBORO, January 20, 1863.
Telegraphed you last evening. It is very desirable that a couple of
good gunboats should go up the Cumberland and destroy means of
crossing as high up as Somerset. How soon can it be done? The
Tennessee is navigable to Florence. Please let me know as soon as
possible, it being desirable in view of movements of troops.

W. S. Roskcrans,
. Major-General.

Captain A. M. PeNNoCK.

[ Telegram,]

Cairo, January 21, 1863.
Last T heard of the R00b was that she was loading a barge with
coal on the 10th instant at Mulford mines.
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Received a telegram day before yesterday from commanding officer
of Pillow at Fort Henry that he was out of coal. Supply him if

you can.
A. M. Pennook,
B Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Frrcn,
Commanding U. 8. Gunboat Fazrplcm 5 Paducah, K?/

lﬁ‘elegram.]

Forr HENRY, Janvary 21, 1863.
The services of one of the boats is needed in Tennessee River as
soon as possible,
Jason Gouby,
Liéutenant, Commanding U. S. S. Alfred Robb.
Captains Hugp and PFRKINS
Gunboats St. Clair and Bm’lle’ant,
[#ort] Donelson, Smithland, or Paducah.

['Pelegram,]

MuURFREESBORO, J anuqry 22, 1863,

Jan you not fill up your gunboat fleet? If necessary I will make
details from here.
l W. S. Rosecrans,
Major-General.
Captain A.. M. PrnNoCK,
Cairo.

[Pelegram, ]

MURFREESBORO, J anuary 22, 1863.
Please do the best you can for me as to gunboats. Why can not
common boats be procured and barricaded, “and armed and sent up
the river? Can not smallpox boat be cleaned and sent? I can
furnish a detail of men if necessary. Very important that I have
soniething to clear out the river.
W. S. Rosrcrans,

Major-Generdl.
Captain PenNoCK.

[Telegram,]

Camro, ILL., January 22, 1863.
Have but two boats at my disposal. One has smallpox on board
and the other has not sufficient motive power to stem the current.
All other boats now here are positively ordered by the admiral to

join him below.
A. M. PexNock,
Fleet Oaptam and Commandant of Station.
W. S. RoseEcrANS,
Major-General, Murfreesboro, Tenn.
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[Telegram.) -

Carro, ILL., January 22, 1863.

There are now three light-draft gunboats in Cumberland River.
The third, Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, went up last night. Please
communicate with him. I can not reach him. He will cooperate
and give all the aid he can. I have not men enough left to man a

light-draft gunboat.
A. M. PeNNoCK,

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Major-General Rosecrans,
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

[Telegram.}]

MUuRrrREESBORO, TENN., January 22, 1863.

I need gunboats to be sent up the river to destroy all means of
crossing. Captain Pennock says he has none to send. Have tele-
graphed him, asking why common boats can not be procured, barri-
caded, and armed, and I will detail men to man them. If boats can
be had I will send [Gordon] Granger up there. There is 25 feet of
water in the river. ,

W. S. RosECRANS,
Major-Generdl, Commanding.
Major-General H. W, HaLLECK, ‘

General-in-Chief.

['Telegram, ]
Catro, January 22, 1863.
Three light-draft gunboats now in Cumberland River, two in Ten-
nessee. 'The admiral has ordered all others to join him as soon as
possible. One light-draft boat left here now for protection of this
place might be sent; have not men to man her; we are paralyzed for
want of men. Hastport and Lafayette nearly ready, but without

crews,
‘ A. M. PexNocok,
Captain and Commandant Station.

Hon. GiroN WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

['I'elegram.]

Navy DepARTMENT, J anuary 23, 1863.

It is imperative that more gunboats should be sent in the Cumber-
land and Tennessee rivers to protect the transports. Send a steamer
immediately with this telegram to Admiral Porter. Two hundred
men for the squadron will be transferred from the East in three or
four days. ‘ o :

GmroN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Captain A. M. PenNoOK,
Senior Naval Officer, Cairo, I,
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[Telegram.] \

War DeparrmeNT, Washington, January 23, 1863.

I have just learned from the Assistant Secretary of the-Navy that
an_express boat has been sent from Cairo to Admiral Porter, with
orders to immediately send gunboats to the Cumberland and Tennes-
see rivers. In the meantime it is hoped that Captain Pennock may
give you assistance from Cairo. Offer him details of soldiers to man

his boats. '
H. W. HavLeck,
General-in-Chief.
Major-General RosecraNs,
’ Murfreesboro, T'enn.

[Telegram.}

Carro, IrL; January 24, 1863.
The Silver Lake leaves for Cumberland River to-day. Has short
crew. The Lewington, with heavy guns, will also leave to-morrow
evening. No more boats to send ; with these there will be five in that
river. Have sent a telegram from Navy Department to Admiral

Porter by dispatch boat. ill do all I can to assist you.
A. M. PenNoCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Major-General W. S. Rosecrans, o
Murfreesboro.

[Telegram.] »

MuRr¥FREESBORO, J anuary 24, 1863.
I am greatly obliged. Will furnish more crews if possible. Please
let me know who is senior officer.
W. S. Roskcrans,

. Major-General, Commanding.
Captain A. M. PexnNooK, ‘
Cairo.

N. B.—This telegram was received after we telegraphed General
R. that Silver Lake and Lewington had been sent to his aid.

Instruotions from the Secretary of the Navy to i‘léet Captain Pennock, U. 8.
Navy, regarding ocooperation with General Roseorans in the Tennessee and
Cumberland rlvers.’,

Navy DepARTMENT, January 24, 1863.

. Sir: Your No. 2, dated the 19th instant, enclosing a copy of a tele-
gram received by you from C. Gioddard, chief of (General Rosecrans’

staff, at Murfreesboro, and your reply, have been received. .
General Rosecrans telegraphed the Department that he needed the

cooperation of the gunboats in the protection of transports on the
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Cumberland, and asked how he could communicate with the com-
manding officer of the Western Squadron. The Department replied,
on the 13th instant, that the commanding officer of the squadron was
in the Arkansas, but that he could communicate with you at Cairo,
who would cooperate with him under general instructions from the
Department. It was in accordance with this reply, doubtless, that
you were addressed, and although the reguest for cooperation was
not in such terms as more thought would have dictated, yet your
answer was not such as the Department desired.

It is-expected that the Mississippi Squadron will cooperate with
the army on every occasion in which its cooperation is required and
can he extended, and in an emergency such as that now on the Cum-
berland and Tennessee rivers that every exertion will be made to
meet it.

The Department telegraphed you yesterday that it was imperative
that gunboats should be sent to the Cumberland and Tennesse rivers
to protect the transports and directed that Acting [Rear] Admiral
Porter be immediately advised of the fact, also that 200 more men
for the squadron would be transferred from the East.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GipeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Commandant A. M, PENNOCK,
Senior Officer, ete., Cairoy 1.

[Telegram. ]

LouisviLLg, January 24, 1863.
The Quartermaster-General at Washington directs [me] to com-
municate with-you and to request convoy of gunboats to escort suppl
vessels up the Cumberland. I have a number of boats at Fort Donel-
son waiting convoy. Will you please send two gunboats at once to
convoy them to Nashville? TIf they could be kept running between
Nashville and Fort Donelson it will save much time and a great deal
of expense. Please answer.
W. JeNkiINs,
Captain and Chief Quartermaster.

The Navar CoMMANDER,

[Pelegram,]
Cairo, January 25, 1863.
Sent yesterday one more light-draft gunboat up Cumberland River,
lightly manned. To-day Leaington will go up to remain a few days.
Have sent Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps in her to examine
condition of river and report to me its requirements. -
A. M. PenNock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant Station.
Hon, GiveoN WrLLES,
Secretary Navy.
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Order of Acoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, to Fleet Captain Peanock, U. 8,
Navy, to report progress in purchase of light-draft steamers.

b JANUARY 205, 1863.
Sir: Please report to me, by every mail, what progress is being
made in the purchase of light-draft steamers, and when I may
expect them. o
I see by rebel papers that one of our gunboats and a convoy have
been destroyed by Bragg. I hope this is not so. If Lieutenant
Fitch has gone up with only one vessel he has disobeyed his orders,
as I directed him never to let one vessel go alone, and always to have
two vessels together. .
As rebel accounts are not always reliable, I have placed no
confidence in the report,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D. Porrer,
Aeting Rear-Admird, Commanding Mississippi Squadron,
A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy, -
Fleet Captain and Commandant, Cairo, 111,

['Pelegram,)
\ -

CLARKSVILLE, J anuary 27, 1863.
Wheeler’s and Forrest’s forces are between Charlotte and the [Har-
peth] Shoals, The gunboat Lewington was up to Shoals to-day.
Had three cannon balls strike her. Rebels were shelled out. They
are collecting such supplies as the country affords.  Fifth Iowa Cav-
alry captured a few of their wagons yesterday and carried them to
Donelson, "
S. D. Brucs,
. Colonel, Commanding Post.
General RosecrANs.

|'I'elegram, ]

NasuviLLe, January 27, 1863,
No gunboats arrived yet. The gunboat Lewington made a recon-
noissance from Clarksville to the [Harpeth] Shoals this morning.
Was struck three times by enemy’s guns at B , without injury.
We succeeded in driving the rebels out. Twenty-six transports and
four gunboats are on their way up to-night. Will arrive some time
to-morrow.

o Roserr B, MitcusLy,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Major Goppagp,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chicf of Staff.

[Telegram,]

_ Forr Donerson, Janvary 27, 1863.
As we have batteries to contend with along the river, if you please
let Brilliant and S¢. Clair have each a 82-pounder of 27 hundred-
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weight. There is plenty of room to work them on the boats. I for-
ward to you from Paducah letters asking for two more 12-pounders
and a 30-pounder Parrott rifle for this boat. Have you received them ?
I am in the greatest need of more boats; have not enough to convoy
with safety one fleet of so many transports. The channel of the river
is so narrow. Have in this convoy up some thirty boats, all in single
file, which makes a long line to be convoyed with only three boats.
Have not been able to communicate with the Zobb. Will be down to
fSlmit.hland as soon as can convoy to Nashville and back the present
eet,
. LeRoy Frron,
Licutenant, Commanding.
Captain PENNOCK,
Commandant of Station.

|
[Telegram,]

HamBura, January 27, 1863.

I have convoyed the Zaymond and barge loaded with army stores
for Corinth to this point. Her freight s discharged. They have
planted batteries over me in two places. In one place, Clifton, four
- guns, well supported; at Savannah, five guns, supported by'2,000 or
3,000 cavalry. If you have any gunboats that you can send to my
assistance to cooperate below, I should like them at once. I intend
to fight my way out of the river with the transports. Let me know
by telegraph.

Respectfully, yours,
~ Jason Goupy,
‘ Lieutenant, Commanding U. S. Gunboat Robb.
A. M. PENNOOK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, 1L, January 27, 1863.
Have received telegram to-day from Lieutenant Jason Goudy,
commanding Robb, at Hamburg, Tenn., that enemy has placed two
guns, well supported, at Clifton, and five guns, supported by 2,000
or 3,000 cavalry, at Savannah, and that he desires assistance.
' A. M. PenNoOK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. PHeLps,
Commanding Gunboat Lexington.

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy FrrcH,
Commanding Gunboat Fairplay.

(Care Lieutenant Robert K. Riley, commanding gunboat Sélver
Lake, Smithland, Ky.)
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[Telegram,}

Carro, IvLL., January 27, 1863.
Acqgrding to your telegram, it would be hazardous to move with-
out aid. ‘ ,
Have no gunboats to send from here. Have tele&zraph‘ed your .
message to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch at Smithland.
" Apply to commanding army officer to send land force to cooperate

with you.
A. M. PexNNOCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Lieutenant Jason Goupy, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. 8. Gunboat Robb, Hamburg, Tenn.

[Telegram.] .

CrARKSVILLE, January 27, 1863.

Matters are quiet here. I have information that they design attack-
ing me in force. I would like to have two rifled pieces to put in my
fort—two siege guns, There are 30 boats here now and 8 gunboats.
One went up last night without reporting. Will send fleet forward
to-night un{)ess otherwise ordered. General Granger has not yet
arrived. Rebels are on south side of river, near Shoals. Reported
5,000 strong, with eight pieces of artillery. Will keep you advised.
I keep strong pickets at Shoals, on this side. Rebel cavalry are on
south side, in view.

S. D, Brucg,

' Colonel, Commanding Post.
General Rosecrans. '

[Telegram.]

HeapQuarters UNiteEp StaTes Foroks,
A Nashville, Tenn., J anuary 28, 1863,
Fleet passing Shoals at 1 p. m. without interruption. Colonel
([S{Robert] Johnson’s cavalry arrived this evening, considerably run
own.
Roserr B. MircuELy,
: Brigadier-General.
Major-General Roskcrans,

["Telegram.}
Forr HENRY, January 28, 1863.
Gunboats Robd and Piéllow just returned (6 o’clock p. m.) from
Chickasaw, Ala, Will leave immedictely after coai’ g,
! ) Jason Goupy,
Lieutenant, Commanding U. 8. 8. Alfred Robb.
LeRoy Frromn, ‘
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding Division,
~ U. 8. 8. Fairplay, Nashville.
711°—N w R—voL 24—10——2
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{Telegram,]

] Cairo, ILL., January 28, 1863.
Your dispatch received. Will send stores by.first boat to Paducah

or Smithland.
E. W. Dunn.

Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Frrown, ,
Gunbout Fairplay, Fort Donelson.

Approved: :
~ A. M. PeNNoCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, S, Navy, to Fleet Captain Pennock,
7. 8, Navy, approving cooperative action in the Cumberland River,

JANUARY 28, 1863.

Sir: Your communications, telegrams, ete., have been received. 1
approve of all you have done in regard to the Cumberland River.
You have authority to act as I would do if I was there, and I am
sure you Will always do what is right. I hope, though, that you will
take every opportunity to write to these army officials and inform
them that you have no informatinn to give them concerning this
department, and that General Halleck has no control here; also, that
I dispose of the force under my command.

According to my own views, their own blundering gets them into
difficulty.

ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
. Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy,

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station at Cairo, 1.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Fleet Oapfain Pennock,
U. 8. Navy, regarding vessels for the up-river station,

Yazoo River, January 28, 1863.

Sir: Retain the ZLewington until further orders on the up-river
station. Lieutenant-Commander Shirk will be allowed to select
.certain officers and men from her, whom he has applied for. You
will retain also two of the light-draft gunboats now at-Cairo, tobe
attached to the up-river fleet. This wiﬁ be ample for both rivers if
properly managed. If the army officers would only notify us when
they want a convoy, there would be no trouble. The order about
sending the Lemington here is hereby revoked.

Respectfully, your obedient servant, )
' Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Coinmanding Mississippi Squadron.

A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station, Cairo, 111.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Fleet Captain Pennock,
U. 8. Navy, to restrict all vessels from ascending Tennessee and Cumberland
rivers without convoy. ;

o JANUARY 29, 1863.
Sir: You will please direct Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch,
and all the commanders up-river, that they will never permit any
vessels to go up the Tennessee or Cumberland rivers unless under
convoy, and vessels refusing to obey must be forced to do so. While
under convoy, they will conform to such rules as the commanding

ofticer may think necessary to enforce,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D. Porrter,
Convmanding Mississippi Squadron.

A. M. Pennook, U. S. Navy,
- Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station, Cairo, 1.

N e g

Report of Acoting Rear-Admiral Forter, U. 8, Navy, responding to the Depari-
ment’s enquiry regarding the loss of the U, 8. gunboat W. H, Sidell,

No. 83.] U. S. Mississippr SQUADRON, January 29, 1363.

Sir: In answer to your communication, asking information about
a gunboat burned on the Cumberland River, I have the honor to state
that the vessel mentioned did not belong to this squadron. She was
called the Sidell,* and was, I believe, an old ferryboat, with a field-
piece on her.

The army undertakes sometimes to get up an inrpromptu navy,
which generally ends by getting them into difficulty. There are five
vessels of this squadron in the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers,
which are detailed for convoy, and under the management of Lieu-
tenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch, who has until the late affair, kept
the rivers open, and convoyed all vessels safely through.

I shall diréct that no army vessels be allowed to ascend these rivers
without-a convoy, and I have detailed the Lexingfon and two more
light-draft gunboats for the upper fleet. This will make 40 guns
on the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers. There are enough there
now (20 guns) to take care of these rivers, but the recklessness of
the army quartermasters is beyond anything I ever saw, and they
employ persons who half the time are disloyal, and who throw these
vessels purposely into the hands of the febels. If the history of the
army quartermasters’ proceedings out here were published, the world
would not believe that there could be so much want of intelligence in
the country.

I have the honor to be, very fespectfillg,
' AvID D. PORTER, .

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gioron WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

* See Army War Records, Serles I, Vol, XX, Pt, I, pp. 981, 983,
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[Telegram.)

Cairo, Ivvn., January 30, 1863.
Provisions will leave here for you at Smithland to-night. Lex-
ington will leave to-morrow to join you. Will write. Have no Par-
rott gun nor 32-pounder of 27-cwt. Will 33-cwt. do?

A. M. PeENNoOCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander LERoy Fircu, _
) Commanding Gunboat Fairplay.
(Care U. S. Army Officer Commanding Post, Smithland, Ky.)

[Telegram.]
WaAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington, January 30, 1863.
The construction and control of all gunboats for defense of Western
rivers and convoys of transports have, by law and the orders of the
President, been transferred to the Navy Department. Requisitions
for convoys, etc., must be made by you on Admiral Porter. The Sec-
retary of War opposed this arrangement; but it was made, and we

can not change it.

H. W. HALLECK,
deneral-in-Chief.
Major-General RosecraNs, -

‘ Murfreesboro, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

: MURFREESBORO, January 30, 1863.
Please communicate with Admiral Porter and inform me what
gunboats and towboats can be made available for protection of trans-
ports and transportation on the Tennessee and (%umberland. It is
important I should know as early as possible. In the meantime hints
or suggestions from you may be useful.
] 'W. S. Rosecrans,

Major-General.
Captain PENNOCK. '
Cairo.

: [Telegram.] .
SMITHLANDY January 31, 1863.
The Robb joined me yesterday at this place. Nothing very serious
up Tennessee River. Have sent the Robb and S¢. Clair to Paducah
to bring up our coal barge. The smallpox is in that place. Have
another large convoy to take to Nashville, and one to bring down; no
danger of either river being blockaded by the rebels.
- LeRoy Fircn,
' Lieutenant, Commanding.
Fleet Captain A, M. PENNOCK,
' Commanding Naval Station,
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Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U, 8. Navy, transmitting copy of report of
Lieutenant-Commander Phelps, U, 8. Navy, regarding conditions in the Cum-
berland River. L

Orrice Mississipp1 SQUADRON,
=~ Cairo, 1., January 31, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of the report of
Lieutenant-Commander S. L. Phelps, whom I sent up the~Cumber-
land River to ascertain its condition and requirements. I also enclose
certain telegrams (copies) received from Major-General Rosecrans
and others on the subject. ,

I sent you in my last dispatch a cogy of a telegram from General
Rosecrans, chief of staff, together with my answer. I now send you
a copy of a letter to me from the Department, referring to those tele-
grams, which I also sent copies of to Washington. o

I regret that my action was not approved by the Department.

The-engine of the Silver Lake has been repaired. I think she must
be now ready for service, as the broken machinery (sent here for
repair) has been forwarded to her on the 28th instant.

The Lewington has left to-night for Smithland with orders to
report to Lieutenant-Commander Kitch, to whom I have suggested
the propriety of assuming the command of her until she is detailed
for other duty. -

The telegrams enclosed and the report from Captain Phelps will,
I trust, in the emergency (together with the letter from the Depart-
ment), be my excuse for not sending her down to you.

The ¢ Light-Draft Flotilla ” is now distributed as follows:

Fairplay at Smithland.

Rob’f at Smithland,

Pillow to come to Cairo for repairs.

St. Olair up Cumberland River.

Brilliant up Cumberland River.,

Silver Lake up Cumberland River. . -

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

- A. M. PenNNoOCK,

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

P. S.—TI should have mentioned that I have also sent a copy of
Lieutenant-Commander Phelps’s report to the honorable Secretary of
the Navy. -

[ Enclosure, ]

Orrice Miss1ssIPPI SQUADRON,
Oairo, INl., J anuary 30, 1863.

Sir: In obedience to your order, I proceeded up the Cumberland
River with the gunboat Lewington to Nashville, Tenn., and returned
to this place last night. Meeting with a transport that had been
fired upon by artillery 20 miles above Clarksville, I at once went to
that point and, landing, burned a storehouse used b{ the rebels as a
resort and cover. On leaving there to descend to Clarksville, where
I had passed a fleet of thirty-one steamers with numerous barges in
tow, convoyed by three light-draft gunboats under Lieutenant-Com-
mander Fitch, the Lewington was fired upon by the enemy, who had
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two Parrott guns, and struck three times, but the rebels were quickly
dislodged and dispersed. i - ‘ ,

I then returned to Clarksville and, agreeable to the arrangement
already made by Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, left that place at
midnight with the whole fleet of boats, and reached Nashville the
following night without so much as a musket shot having been fired
upon a single vessel of the fleet. Doubtless the lesson of the previous
day had effected this result. ;

From the best information to be had, it appears that the rebels
have a number of guns with a considerable covering force extending
along Harpeth Shoals, a distance of some 8 or 10 miles. This force
can readily operate upon both the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers,
Besides these guns the-enemy also has several pieces about Savannah
on the Tennessee. No steamer should be permitted to run on either

‘river above Forts Henry and Donelson without the convoy of a
ginboat.

Lieutenant-Commander Iitch has not at present an adequate force
to protect Government transports upon the two streams, and I would
suggest the propriety of sending him the Lewington. Her heavy
guns have great effect with the rebels, and -while they will fire upon
vessels immediately under the howitzers of the light-draft gunbouts,
they will not show themselves where the heavier gunboats are. T
have no doubt, with the aid of the Leaington, Captain Fitch will be
able effectually to protect all the Government vessels in those rivers,

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. L. Puenps,
_ . Licutenant-Commander.
Captain A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station, Cairo, 1.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy, transmitting report of Lieutenant-
Commander Phelps, U. 8. Navy, regarding conditions in the Cumberland
River,

No. 9.] OrriceE MississIppPr SQUADRON,
Cairo, I1lL., January 31, 1863. .
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith the report * of Lieu-
tenant-Commander S. L. Phelps, whom I sent up the Cumberland
River in the -U. 8. gunboat Lexington on special duty to examine
the condition of that river and report its requirements to me. -
The Lexington will be sent up. Sle river again to-night, and will
be placed under the command of Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy
Fitch, temporarily. That vessel had been ordered by Acting Rear-
Admiral D. D. Porter to return to the fleet in the Lower Mississippi
as soon as she had conveyed the prisoners captured at the Post of
Arkansas to this place and had received some necessary repairs here,
but deeming that the emergency of the case would excuse my action,
and that the telegrams from the Department and General Rosecrans
would warrant it, and knowing that much time must elapse before
I could communicate with the Acting Rear-Admiral and receive an
answer, I sent her, together with the Sélver Lake, up the Cumberland.

* See preceding report.
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I shall endeavor in every way in my power to cooperate with the
Army, and I trust that I shall be able to carry out the directions of
the Department and Acting Rear-Admiral Porter in regard thereto
in every respect. \

I enclose, also, a copy of a telegram just received from Lieutenant-
Commander IeRoy Fitch, which will convey some information.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. M. Pennock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Hon. Gmeon WELLES, _
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

{ Enclosure-—Telegram, ]

Smrravany, Ky., January 31, 1863.

The Robb joined me yesterday at this place. Nothing very serious
up Tennessee River. Have sent the Zobd and S¢. Clair to Paducah
to bring up onr coal barge. The smallpox is in that place. Have
another large convoy to take to Nashville and one to bring down.
No danger of either river being blockaded by the rebels.

LrRoy Frrew,
Lieutenant-Commandenr.

Fleet Captain A, M. PENNoOCK,
: Commandant of Naval Station. -

Letter from Major-General Wright, U, S, Army, to Fleet Captain'-l'ennock, U. 8.
Navy, regarding measures of protection for transports in the Cumberland
River,

HrADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE OmIo,
Cincinnati, Ohio, January 31, 1863.
Caprain: I have the honor to call your attention to the importance
to the army service of keeping the line of the Cumberland River be-
tween its mouth and Nashville constantly open to use of our steam
transports, and request that, if within the naval means nt your com-
mnn(f you assign to that portion of the river an ironclad gunboat,
lated with sufficiently heavy iron to resist field ‘artillery, to assist
in the above object. The Cumberland River, during its present high
stage, affords the cheapest and most ready means of supply for the
army under General Rosecrans, and the importance of securing the
safe passage thereon of the many transports engaged in furnishing
any supplies will fully justify such a disposition of a gunboat of the
character referred to, if you have one to spare.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. G. Wrienr,
Major-General, Commanding.

Captain A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Naval Forces, ete., Cairo, 1.
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{Telegram.}

V Cairo, ILL., February 1, 1863.
Have sent your dispatch to.the admiral. The vessels now under
the command of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch to cooperate with you
are the Lexington, Fairplay, Brilliant, St. Clair, Silver Ldke, and

Robb.
A. M. PeNNoOCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Major-General RoSECRANS, ‘
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

[Telegram,]

Carro, February 3, 1863.

Lieutenant-Commander Fitch informs me that he has arranged to
leave Smithland or Fort Donelson every Monday to convoy loaded
transports and to return with those which have discharged cargo.
He telegraphs me nothing serious up Tennessee River, and no danger
of either river being blockaded by rebels with force that he has;
Lieutenant-Commander Phelps agrees with him in this opinion.
Have sent all your dispatches to the admiral. As soon as I hear from
him will communicate with you.

: A. M. PennNock,

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Major-General Rosecrans,
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

[Telegram.)

Meneins, TENN., February 3, 1863,

No gunboat at Memphis. We leave this evening under convoy of
ram Switzerland. r
A. M. Granr,

: [Acting Master, U. 8. Navy.]
Captain A. M. PenNoCK. '

Letter from Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Wright, U. 8.
g;'my, regarding measures of protection for transports in the Cumberland
ver.
OFrICE MI8SISSIPPI SQUADRON,
Cairo, IU., February 4, 1863.

GeneraL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of the 31st ultimo, calling my attention to the im-
portance of keeping the Cumberland River open from its mouth to
Nashville, and requesting that an ironclad gunboat, sufficiently strong
to resist field artillery, be stationed in that river for the protection
of transports, ‘ :
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There are now five light-draft gunboats (besides the U. S. gun-
boat Lewington, stationed there temporarily) under the command of
Lieutenant-Commander Le Roy Fitch, U. g Navy, to whom has been
assigned the duty of guarding the Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennes-
see rivers and keeping them open. e has instructions from me to
cooperate with the Army in every way in his power. He informs me
that he has made arrangements for gunboats to leave Smithland or
Fort Donelson for Nashville, as a convoy for loaded transports every
Monday, and to return immediately from Nashville with those whose
cargo may be discharged. :

I regret that I have no heavy ironclad vessel at my disposal. I
will, however, forward your letter to A¢ting Rear-Admiral Porter by
first op{)ortu'nity. I have received a communication from Brigadier-
General Boyle to yourself, and referred to me by you, requesting
that light-draft gunboats be placed under his orders. The naval
officer commanding the Light-Draft Flotilla must be responsible for
his command. He has received his orders direct from Rear-Admiral
Porter and from myself for his guidance; much, however, is left to
his well-known discretion.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
_ A. M. PenNoCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Major-General Commanding H. G. WrignT, U. S. Army,
Headquarters Depariment of Ohio, Cincinnati, O hio.

. ’ \
Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy, transmitting information regard-
ing attack by gunboats in cooperation with the -Army for the relief of Fort
Donelson (Dover), Tenn.,, February 3, 1863.

Orrice M1ssIsSSIPPI SQUADRON,
Cairo, I1l., February 9, 1863.
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a report of
Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch, U. S. Navy, giving his account
of his attack on the rebels who bad surrounded and were attacking
the post at Dover, Tenn. ,
I had been informed that the enemy were attacking that post, but I
felt no uneasiness in regard to the result, for I was sure that the gun-
boats were near Fort Donelson, and that ILieutenant-Commander
Fitch would hasten with them to the rescue of those who were so
gallantly defending it against a very stiperior force.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. M. PeNNOCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Hon. Gioeon WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure.]
U. S. Gunsoar FairerAy,

Off Dover, Tenn., February 4, 1863.

Sir: T have the honor to report that on the 3d instant I left Smith-
land, Ky., with a fleet of transports and the gunboats Lewington,
Fairplay, St. Clatr, Brilliant, Robb, and Silver Lake, as convoy up
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the Cumberland River, When about 24 miles below Dover I met the
steamer Wild Cat with a message from Colonel Harding, com-
mandant of the post at Dover, informing me that his pickets had been
driven in and that he was attacked in force. I immediately left the
transports and made signal to the gunboats to follow on up as fast
as possible. A short distance below the town I met another steamer,
bringing the intelligénce that the place was entirely surrounded.

Pushing on up with all possible speed, I arrived here about 8 p. m.
and found Colonel Harding’s force out of ammunition and entirely
surrounded by the rebels in overwhelming numbers, but still holding
them in check.

The enemy, not expecting gunboats, had unwisely posted the main
body of his army in line of battle in the graveyard at.the west end of
the town, with his left wing resting in a ravine that led down to the
river, giving us a chance to throw a raking fire along his lines.

Simultaneously the gunboats opened fire up this ravine into-the
graveyard and over into the valley beyond, where the enemy had
horses hitched and most probably kept his reserve.

The rebels were co much taken by surprise that they did not even
fire a shot, but immediately commenced retreating. So well directed
was our fire on them that they could not even carry off a caisson that
they had captured from our forces, but were compelled to abandon it,
after two fruitless attempts to destroy it by fire.

After having dispersed the main body of the enemy, I stationed the
Robb and Silver Lake below the town to throw shell up the ravine
and prevent the rebels from returning to carry off the wounded, while
the Lexington, Fairplay, St. Clair, and Brilliant went above and
shelled the roads leading out to the eastward.

Supposing the retreating forces would follow the river for a short
distance, I sent the Leaington and S¢. Clair on up to shell the woods,
harass and annoy them as much as possible, while this boat and the
Brilliant lay opposite the upper ravine and threw shells up the roads.

About 10 p. m. we ceased firing, with the exception of now and then
a random shell up the roads.

At 11 p. m., learning from Colonel Harding that the enemy had
entirely aisappeared, we ceased firing and took position to guard the
roads approaching the town. i : :

Although much of our firing was at random, we have the gratifica-
tion of knowing that scarcely a projectile went amiss, and that out of
the 140 buried to-day the gunboats can claim their share.

Even when the Lexzington and St. Clair went above, many of their
shells fell right in the midst of the retreating rebels, killing and
wounding many.

It is reported that the attacking force numbered some 4,500, with
eight pieces of artillery, under command of Major-General Wheeler,
Brigadier-Generals Forrest and Wharton. ~ :

It is certainly very gratifying to us to know that this entire force
was cut up, routed, and despoiled of its prey by the timely arrival of
the gunboats, and that Colonel Harding and his gallant little band
were spared to wear the honors they had so fairly won.

At first I regretted that T was not here with the gunboats sooner, '
but, upon reflection, I do not think I could better have arranged the
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time had it been in - my power. Had we been here before Wheeler, he
would not have made the attack, but most probably would have
marched on Fort Henry. Had we arrived during the day, he would
have seen our strength and would have retreated with but little loss.
Arriving, as we did, after dark, and when he least expected us, and
was so sanguine of success, we caught his forces arranged in the most
favorable position to receive a raking fire from our guns.

The officers and men were very glad to have a shot at these river
infesters, and only regret that they did not remain within reach of
our guns a little longer. As it is, they claim the honor of dispersing
them and saving Fort Donelson. ‘

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
’ LeRoy Frrcw.
- - Lieutenant-Commander.

Fleet Captain A. M. Pen~ock, U. S. Navy,
Commandant of Naval Station, Cairo, I.

— [Telegram.}

: MurrreEsBoro, February 3, 1863.

Wheeler’s rebel force attacked Fort Donelson this afternoon.
Don’t know results. Dispatch messenger to notify fleet of it, and
send gunboats down to help if you have them. Fleet left Louisville
Sunday night with two brigades. Must be nearly there.

W. S. Rosrcrans.
Colonel S. D. Brucr,
Clarksville.

[Telegram.]

CrARKSVILLE, February 4, 1863.
Sent 200 cavalry down. Heard nothing as yet. Cannonading was
heard until 2 o’clock last night. One gunboat was lying there yes-
terday. .Harding was notified the day before by messenger from here
that they were moving in his direction. Will advise you the moment
messenger arrives.
S. D. Bruceg,

‘ . Colonel, Commanding Post.
Major-General RosrCcrAaNS.

[Telegram, ]

MURFREESBORO, February 4, 1863.

Colonel Lowe telegraphs from Fort Donelson that they have
whipped the cavalry under Wheeler, Forrest, and Wharton. For-
rest wounded. Rebels in full retreat. Lowe’s cavalry following.
He says they are out of rations and ammunition and are retreating
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toward Charlotte and Shelbyville and that a small force could cap-
ture the whole. Look out for them, and do your best to catch them.
By order of Major-General Rosecrans:
- C. Gopparo,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brigadier-General Jerrerson C. Davis, )
Franklin.

[Telegram.]

Forr DongLsoN, February 6, 1863.

Expect to leave for Nashville in the morning early. Gunboats all
right; did their duty here and have the satisfaction of knowing that
we killed a rebel.

R LeRoy Frron,
Commanding.
Captain A. M. Penw~ock.

\
| Telegram.]

CLARKSVILLE, February b5, 1863,
Following is just received from Douelson: :

DongrsoN, [February] 4, [1863].

Your messengers of yesterduay, and also the one by Mrs. Sherdin of to-day,
are all here. The first were delayed yesterday by the enemy, who about 2 p, m,,
[February 3], attacked this post with eight guns and a force fully 4,000, under
Wheeler, Wharton, Forrest, and Woodward, * * * :

* * * We killed more than 100 of the enemy and have some 100 prisoners
here; with the gunboats and the forces from Colonel Lowe, we got about 200
of them. Our loss is 12 killed and about 30 wounded. * * *

We had not more than 800 men; and our artillery ammunition giving out,
left us nmothing but the infantry, with their rifles and bayonets. Gunboats and
a large force of infantry from below are here. -

A. C., HARDING,
Colonel, Commanding.

S. D. Bruck,
Colonel, Commanding Post.

Colonel BRUCE. j

General W. S. RosecraNS.

Report of Major-General Wheeler, C. S, Army, commanding expedition.

HeapQUARrTERS CAVALRY, February —, 1863.

Coroner: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to instruc-
tions, I ordered General Wharton’s and a portion of General For-
rest’s brigades to proceed, with a full complement of ammunition, to
the most favorable position on the Cumberland River to interrupt the
navigation as far as practicable.

" I overtook the command after it had passed Franklin, and hastened
on to the river to ascertain the state of affairs and the most favorable
field of action. - -

I here learned that the enemy, being apprised of our presence on
the river, had determined not to send any more boats either up or
down the river while we remained in position to interrupt their
passage. The scarcity of forage made it impossible for me to remain
long on the south side of the river, and all the ferryboats above Dover
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had been destroyed. I accordingly had but the alternative to remain
idle or attack the force at Dover.

After maturely considering the matter, we concluded that nothing
could be lost by attack upon the garrison at Dover, and, from the
information we had from spies, citizens, and other sources, we had
good reason to believe the garrison could be easily captured.

We accordingly marched rapidly upon the place by two roads, and
arrived in position at about 2 p. m. February 3, and commenced the
attack, General Forrest assailing on the east side and General Whar-
ton on the west and southwest sides. I marched to the ground with
General Forrest’s command, but, after getting him in position, I
moved to General Wharton’s brigade, which was the largest, to hasten
him into action. * * * .

* * * Just as I left General Forrest to assist General Wharton,
General Forrest, thinking the enemy were leaving the place, and
being anxious to rush in quickly, remounted his men and charged the
place on horseback. The fire from the enemy was so strong that he
was repulsed and obliged to retire. He then dismounted and ad-
vanced on foot. His men took and occupied the houses on the east
side of the town, and had a plunging fire of musketry on the enemy.
At this moment the enemy commenced running out toward the river,
and our men in the houses seeing this, and thinking it to be a move-
ment on our held horses, abandoned their favorable position and
rushed back to protect them. But for this accident the garrison
would have surrendered in a very few minutes. General Forrest then
withdrew and discontinued the action.

* * * * * * *

* % %  After carefully surveying the works and the garrison,
we finally concluded they were too strongly posted to continue the
attack any further that night with success. Kt this time reinforce-
ments had attacked our guards, and a large force (not less than 5,000
strogg) were moving rapidly up the river in transports, guarded by

nboats. :

At 8 o’clock, the enemy having ceased firing an hour before, and we
being directly in front of their works, concluded, considering all the
circumstances, that it would be better to retire. Accordingly we
moved off in an orderly manner, the enemy not firing a gun. After
mounting we moved off slowly, and the gunboats commenced a heavy
fire, without any effect whatever and without causing a man to in-
crease his gait from a slow walk, * * * -

The following day I learned of the force sent out to intercept our
return, and after sending out scouts and finding the force was ad-
vancing on our front, Wﬁile the 5,000 men in my rear were enabled
to land at any point and attack, we concluded, considering the state
of our ammunition, it was our duty to move south of Duck River to
replenish. We accordingly sent a scout by way of Charlotte to de-
ceive the enemy, while, with the remainder.of the command, I moved
over the river at Centreville.

* * % * * * *
Very respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant,
. JosepH WHEELER,
: Major-General and Chicf of Cavalry.

Colonel Georee WirLiam Brent, ,

Assistant Adjutant-General. .
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['Lelegram.]
. Forr HENRY, February 8, 1863.
Wheeler’s force took to the right of Charlotte and marched for
Columbiaj then marched rapidly and left no force between here and
Nashville. Six gunboats and fleet have arrived at Donelson from
Nashville. Tennessee about 15 feet.
- W. W. Lowg,

Colonel, Commanding.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-(FENERAL,
Department of the Cumberland.

—

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U, S. Navy, regarding convoy of trans-
ports in the Cumberland.

U. S. GunBoaT FAIRPLAY,
Smithland, Ky., February 9, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report my return from Nashville, having
Ianded in safety at that place with some 45 steamers.

This makes 78 steamers and 16 barges we have convoyed safely
through to Nashville since the river has been navigable for our boats.
In this I have not counted the first convoy, as there was not water
enough to get through. Counting the first convoy, we have taken
through to Nashville ovei’ 100 steamers, all deeply loaded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

LrRoy Frrcu,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Fleet Captain A. M. PENNoCK, '

Commandant Naval Station, Cairo, I11.

[Telegram.]

SyrrHLAND, Ky, February 9, 1863,
Our coal is about exhausted—have not vnough left to run us back
to Nashvillee. Am I authorized to get the two barges I spoke of

before?
- LeRoy Frrou,

. _ Lieutenant-Commandenr.
Fleet Captain A. M. PeNNOCK, :
Commandant of Naval Station, Cairo, 1.
['Pelegram.] .

Carro, ILL., February 9, 1863.
You can purchase one barge of coal. Mr. Boggs has made arrange-

ments for two barges of coal to be left at Smithland.
Have you sent a boat down for howitzers?
A. M. PenNoOCK,

Fleet Captain, Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Frrcn,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Lexington, Smithland, IKy.
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[ Telegram.] ‘ .

SmirHLAND, Ky, February 9, 1863.

Have sent the S¢. U'lair after the guns, etc. Also sent the Sélver
Lake to Paducah to leave her smallpox patients. Captain Riley will
telegraph you from Paducah if there is no smallpox hospital at
that place. If you send him to the hospital near Cairo, please let
her return without a moment’s delay.

) LeRoy Frren,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Fleet Captain A. M. PENNOCK,
Commandant of Naval Station, Cairo, Il1.

v [Telegram.]
WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, February 9, 1863.
The Secretary of War directs that Brigadier-General Ellet be per-
mitted to recruit for his Kam Fleet from the convalescents in your
department. The men so recruited by him will be discharged from
their regiments.
. H. W, HaLieck,
General-in-Chief.
Major-General Horario G, Wricurr,
' : Cincinnati, Ohio.

[T'clegram.]

Caro, ILL., February 10, 1863.
St. Olair’s boilers leak and fire fronts need repair. Will try to get
her oftf by to-morrow night.
A. M. Pexnock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.
Lieutenant-Commander LrRoy Frremn,
Commanding Gunboat Lexington, Smithland, Ky.

['Telegram.]

Murrrerssoro, [TeNN.], February 10, 1863.
Can’t we get three gunboats and four transports up the Tennessee
in ten days to intercept Van Dorn—infantry to come from Corinth
or Donelson and Henry and Nashville? Please answer.
- W. S. Roskcrans,

Major-General.
Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Firch,

Care General [ R. B.] Mitchell, Nashbille, Tenn.

| Endorsement,]

This telegram not received till the 17th.
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[Telegram.]

MurrreESBORO, February 11, 1863.

The general commanding desires you to send a gunboat to mouth
of Stone’s River, to destroy ferriage at that. pluce.
Colonel [ William] Truesdail, chief of army police, Nashville, will
furnish a man to show where boats are concealed.
~ C. Gopparo,
Assistant Adjutani-General and Chief of Staff.

Lieutenant-Commander FircH,
or Senior Officer Commanding Gunboats.

Nore.—Stone’s River is about 20 miles above Nashville. The gun-
boats frequently visited the place and above, hunting for ferries and
flats. Those in Stone’s River can not be gotten at by gunboats; it is
not navigable. If Colonel Truesdail knew the whereabouts of those
flats, it was his duty to destroy them. -

e ey

[Telegram, ]

MURFREESBORO, TENN.,
February 11, 1863—: 20 p. m.
The enemy will direct all its operations to interrupt our connection.
To prevent this it is absolutely necessary to patrol the rivers. Infor-
mation in the possession of the commanding general and post com-
manders must be promptly acted upon. It is, therefore, absolutely
necessary to have the gunboats which cooperate in that work directed
to report to and receive instructions from the general commanding,
or, in his absence, the commanders along the river districts. The
officers commanding gunboats express a willingness to cooperate with
the department, but in ogder to make their aid effective and prompt,
such arrangements should be made.
W. S. RoSECRANS,
Major-General, Commanding.

His Excellency ABranam LiNcoLn, .
President of the United States.

[Telegram,]

‘Execurive MANSION,
Washington, February 12, 1863.

Your dispatch about “ river patrolling” received. I have called the
Secretary of the Navy, the Secretary of War, and General-in-Chief
together and submitted it to them, who promise to do their very best
in the case. I can not take it into my own hand without producing
inextricable confusion.

A. LincoLn.

Major-General Rosecrans, ‘
Murireesboro, Tenn.
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Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy, transmitting reports of opera-
tions in the Cumberland River,
1

OFFICE M1SSISSIPPI SQUADRON,
Cairo, 1Ul., February 12, 1863.

Sir: 1 have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of the report * of
Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch, U. S. Navy, giving an account
of the attack of the gunboats under his command on the rebels who-
had surrounded and were attacking the post at Dover, Tenn.

I also enclose a copy of his lettert to me, stating the number of
transports convoyed by the boats of the light-draft flotilla since the
water has been sufficiently high, and a copy of my communication of
the 9th instant, to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, enclosing
copies of the above report and letter, knowing that you would desire
him to receive the information conveyed therein as soon as possible.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. PeNNoOCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.]

WasHINGTON, February 12, 1863.
Send orders to the senior naval officers in the Tennessee and Cum-
berland rivers, respectively, to put themselves in communication with
General Rosecrans and afford every assistance in those rivers. He
complains of the want of cooperation on their part.
GipeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander A. M. PexnNocK.

[Telegram.)

SMmirHLAND, Ky., February 12, 1863.

Please notify the steamers lying at Dover to have steam up and
Hrepared to start up the river on my arrival there. I start imme-
iately. '
LeRoy Frrcn,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Colonel Harping,
Commanding the Post at Dover, Cumberland River.

* See n. 265,
1 See p. 86,

711°—N W B—vor, 24—10——3
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[Telegram. ]

HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CoORPS,
Memphis, Tenn., February 13, 1863.
It is of great importance that a gunboat be sent up the Tennessee
as far as Florence or Eastport, if possible. Van Dorn is moving on
that point, but has been delayed by our cavalry.
S. A. HurLBuT.

Captain PenwNock, U. S. Navy,
Cairo.

[Telegram. ]

MurrRrEESBORO, February 13, 1863.
Please send two gunboats up Tennessee as far as Florence. Van
Dorn, with a cavalry force, wi{)l probably try to cross at Eastport or
Florence.
W. S. RoseCRANS,
- Major-General.
Captain PeNNoOCK.

['T'clegram. ]
Dover, I'ebruary 13, 1863.
The gunboats leave here to-night with the fleet of transports for
Nashville.
We will return here as soon as possible. How much water in the
Tennessee? Will notify you by telegraph on our return here.
LeRoy Frren,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Colonel Lowg, - '
Commanding forces at Fort Henry, T'ennessee River.

[Telegram.]

\ Dover, [ TENN.], February 13, 1863.
Follow us on up without a moment’s delay.
LrRoy Frrcu.
Captain Huro,
Commanding Gunboat St. Clair, Smithland, I{y.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, L., February 14, 1863.
Have just received the following from Major-General Rosecrans at
Murfreeshoro: “Please send two gunboats up Tennessee as far as
possible to clean out everything as far as Florence. Van Dorn, with
cavalry force, will probably try to cross at Ilastport or IFlorence.”
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Have asked him to communicate with you, and informed him that
you would cooperate to the best of your ability.
A. M. PeNNoOCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lleutenant Commander. LERoy FircH,
Commanding U. 8. Gunboat F airplay. -
(Care U. S. Army Officer Commanding, Nashville, Tenn.)

Carro, February 14, 1863.

All the gunboats for protection of Cmnberland and Tennessee
rivers, six in number, have left Smithland for Nashville to convoy
Aransports, Please communicate with Lieutenant-Commander Kitch,
who will soon arrive at Nashville, if not there now. He has m%truc-
tions to cooperate with you to the extent of his ability. B
A. M. PeNNoOCK,

Fleet Captain, ete.

[Telegram.]

Major-General Rosecrans.

[Telegram. ] ~
MeMmpuus, February 15, 1863.
Van Dorn is crossing at Lamb’s, Bainbridge, Florence, and Seven-

Mile Island on flats. It will take him ten days. A gunboat sent up
there will cut his column in two. I urge you to do it at once. Please

answer.
S. A. HurLsur,
Major-General, Commanding.

COMMANDING ()I"l‘l(,l"R ‘Naval Forces, T e————
C’azro, 1.

[Telegram.]

Carro, ILL., February 15, 1863.
Just received your telegram. Ilave sent it to Captain Fltcll, with
instructions to give all assistance in his power and send two gunboats,
if possible.
: A. M. PeNNoCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Major-Gener al HurLsurT,
Memplns, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Carro, Iun., February 156, 1863.

Just received telegram from Memphis from” Major- (xeneral Hurl-
"but: : -

Yan Dorn is crossing at Lamb’s, Bainbridge, Florence, and Seven-Mlle
Island on flats. It will tuke him ten days. ‘A gunboat sent up there will cut
his colummn in two. I urge you to do it at once. Please answer.

HurLBUT, Major-General!
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I wish two gunboats dispatched, if posgible, and cooperate with the
army to the extent of your ability. Look out for falling water in the
Tennessee ; the boats must not be caught.

A. M. PeNNock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander LieRoy Frren,
Commanding U. S. Gunboat Fairplay.

(Care U. S. Army Officer, Commanding Post, Nashville, Tenn.)

[Telegram.]

Murrreessoro, February 15, 1863,
It is of the utmost importance that you should patrol river with
gunboats, as follows: One or two should make a patrol up the river
as high as Carthage, [ Tenn.]. Rebels are building gunboats up that
way to use in operating against us; two others should patrol between
Donelson and Nashville.
W. S. Rosecrans.
Licutenant-Commander LeRoy Ifrrei,
- Commanding Gunboats.

[Telegram.}

MurrrersBoro, ————, [ 1863].
* * * VWe ought to have a steady patrol between Donelson,
Nashville, and between Nashville and head of navigation. Strong
efforts will_be made to cul the river line between Nashville and

Dover Shoals.
: W. S. RosEcraNs.

[ Endorsement. )

The boats are now patrolling the river between Donelson and Nash-
ville in the most effective manner, at the same time giving convoy to
transports,

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding general matters at
Cairo, Ill .

Orrice MISSISSIPPT SQUADRON,
Cairo, 1l., February 16, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith sundry telegrams rela-
tive to sending gunboats up the Tennessee River to prevent Van
Dorn from crossing and to sever his column. I have instructed Lieu-
tenant-Commander Fiteh to send two gunboats in that direction if
possible and to give all the aid in his power, taking care not to be
caught by falling water,
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I last night sent the gunboat Springfield to joint the upper fleet,
with orders to her captain to ascend the Cumberland River and re-
port to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch for further orders on meeting
with him, if there was a gunboat at Smithland about to ascend the
river, which he could accompany ; otherwise to await Captain Fitch’s
arrival at Smithland and report to him then.

I had intended to have informed the superintendent of the Coast
Survey Office that the Curlew was here awaiting his disposal, as di-
rected by you, she being the last stern-wheel boat from Cincinnati.
As, however, you direct that the two stern-wheel boats now here be
sent down, she has been fitted out with all dispatch and will leave
early to-morrow morning. . -

The General Lyon and New National have arrived with mails,
prisoners, etc. I have delivered the prisoners to the military authori-
ties at this place, taking a receipt for them. The New National
brought the news that the Juliet, which left on the 13th instant, was
aground about 20 miles below Island No. 10. I immediately gave
orders to have the I’rairie Bird prepared for sea with all dispatch
-and sent her to the assistance of the Juliet. Mrs. Duncan, men-
tioned in my communication by the last opportunity, and Paymaster
Dunn, who was on liis way to the fleet, returned on the New National.
They will both, however, take passage on the Curlew. 1 trust that
the Juliet is before now afloat and on her way. The commanding
officer of the Prairie Bird, after towing off the Juliet, has orders to
proceed down the river and report to you.

The Eastport is at Mound City waiting to go on the ways, which
she can not do until the Osage is launched, which will, I am informed,
be in two days.

I send by this opportunity a muster roll and descriptive list which
has been sent here without signature. I respectfully request that it
be returned to the vessel whence it came, to be signed.

I have received your communications up to and including the 9th
instant.  Your directions therein contained shall be carried out with
all possible dispatch.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient scrvant,

A. M. PennNock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrex, U. S. Navy,
§ Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Murrrerssoro, February 16, 1863.

None of the gunboat commanders have yet reported to me either
their arrivals or departures, nor given me any idea of what they pro-
posed to do or not to do, My command requires the use of these or
some other boats, and unless something more can be done than T have
yet seen, the interest of the country will suffer very greatly. I do not
hesitate to say that were it not for the hope of some more effectual
cooperation I should at once purchase common transports and try
to use them to patrol the river above Nashville at least. Pray do not
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suppose I venture yet to blame the commanders of the gunboats. 1
can not say what may be the preventing circumstances. But the
necessities are above stated.
W. S. Rosrcrans,
Major-General.
Captain PENNoOCK, v
Cairo.

[Telegram.]

HeapQuarTERs DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
Murfreesboro, February 16, 1863.
Lieutenant Fitch has gone down the river with the fleet. You can
telegraph him at Clarksville or Paducah.
W. S. Roskcrans,

Major-General.
Captain A. M. PExNoOCK, -
Commanding Station of Cairo.

['Telegram, )

MurrreEssoro, February 16, 1863.
Have reccived no -answer to my dispatch of last night. Will you
communicate with me? It is of importance to the service that the
gunboats visit Carthage immediately and destroy the boats building
up Caney Fork, if possible; also that there shonld be a steady patrol
up and down the river from Nashville for a short time at least.
' W. S. Rosecrans,
‘ Magjor-General.
Lieutenant LeRoy FircH,
Commanding Gunboats, Nashville.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U, 8. Navy, to Major-General Rose-
crans, U, S. Army, regarding arrangements for cooperation.

U. S. GuNpoar FairrLAY,
Nashville, Tenn., February 16, 1863.

Sir: Your telegram of yesterday received. You mention two others
sent me. I have not received them.

I am sorry to say that it will be out of my power to comply in toto
to [with] your suggestions in regard to the dispositon of the gun-
boats. I can comply in part.

I have but five boats at present able to run. With these five I have
three rivers to guard, the Ohio, Tennessee, and Cumberland. I have
therefore made the following arrangements, hoping to meet the emer-
gencies on this and the Tennessee river.

I have withdrawn all the boats from the Ohio and placed them
to convoy supplies, etc., to this place. T leave Smithland with a
convoy once a week. On arriving here I detach two boats to go on
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up and patrol while the convoy back is being arranged to go below.
Tﬂese boats that go above will go to Carthage and beyond. gI‘his will
keep me in constant communication with all the boats, and enable me
to concentrate them all at any one point in case of necessity. At the
same time the river will be kept open and clear of ferries and flats
all this distance, besides giving me a chance to make a trip every
week or so up the Tennessee to keep it open. _

Were I to have two boats above Nashville and two below I would
have but one left, whiech would be of little service, as none of them
are calculated to contend against anything but musketry, yet by hav-
in,% a number together they can drive off a very heavy field battery.

t would not be safe to start with these three large fleets of trans-
ports, numbering sometimes as high as forty-odd steamers, with less
than five or six gunboats, as the river is so narrow and the line neces-
sarily so long that the enemy could make a dash, capture and set
fire to a transport before a gunboat could reach the place, if there
were only two or three convoying.

By the arrangement T have made, I can give safe convoy to the
transports once a week, run two boats to and above Carthage, and at
the same time visit and keep the Tennessee open.

I am very anxious to make a trip up the Tennessee this time down,
as it is reported the rebels are throwing up some pretty strong hatter-
ies at or near Duck River, with-an idea to close the river. Besides,
they have a steamer that they are fitting up, and it is very important
that we ‘destroy her before she does us any damage or makes any
demonstration on Fort Henry to aid Forrest.

Some steamers passing down the other day without convoy were
fired into by guerrillas. I would therefore respectfully recommend
that no more steamers under your supervision be permitted to run
either up or down without convoy, as they are liable to be captured
and burned. _ '

As long as thege guerrillas can succeed in capturing a steamer now
and then they will hang round the river, but when they find that all
are convoyed, they will, through lack of success, abandon the river
entirely. As there is a safe convoy down once a week, steamers will
not have to wait here over a few hours, for by the time one fleet is
discharged and ready to start back another arrives and the gunboats
are ready to return.

As I have made these arrangements to mecet all emergencies, to
the best of my ability, I sincerely trust that they will meet your ap-
probation, and that 1 will be able, with the present limited number of
boats at my command, to give general satisfaction and security.

Hoping to hear from you in regard to this matter on my return,

I remain, your obedient servant, )
LeRoy Fircn,
- Lieutenant-Commander.
Major-General Rosecrans,
Murfreesboro, T'enn.

{Telegram.]

, MuRrFregsBoRrO, February 17, 1863.
Your letter received this evening; the arrangements very satis-
factory.

4
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Hope you will be able to carry out directions of Captain Pennock
for the Tennessee River. -
W. S. Rosecrans,

) : Major-General.
Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Frreu
C’Ommand’ing Fleet,

[Telegram.)

SMI1THLAND, February 17, 1863.

Your telegram received. I will start up the Tennessee by daylight
in the morning with four gunboats.
Will stop at Fort Henry if you wish to send transports with in-
fantry. Will await an answer from you at Fort Henry.
LeRoy Fircw,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Major-General W. S. RoSECRANS. - |
Note.—Called at Fort Henry for telegram; but found none. Heard
ghat Van Dorn was crossing above and hurried on up with the gun-
oats.

[Telegram.]

MuRFREESBORO, February 18, 1863.

Fitch, with four gunboats, starts up the Tennessee to-day. If you
have any idea infantry will do any good, you had better send them to
Hamburg to meet the boats,

' W. S. Rosecrans,

Major-General.

General Donge,
Corinth, Miss..

[Telegram.]

SMITHLAND, February 18, 1863.
I leave for up the Tennessee in a few minutes.
LeRoy FrircH,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Fleet Captain A. M. PENNOCK,
Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, 1.

1

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy, regarding cooperation with the
Army in Tennesses and Cumberland rivers.

No. 20.] Orrice MississipPI SQUADRON,
Cairo, IU., February 18, 1863.

Sik: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram
of the 12th instant, relative to more effective cooperation of the gun-
boats of the Mississippi Squadron with Major-General Rosecrans.
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My orders, both by letter and telegram, to Lieutenant-Commander
Fitch have been, and are, to cooperate with the Army to the utmost -
extent of his ability. I have received several communications from
Generai Rosecrans on the subject, and enclose herewith a copy of the
last one (a telegram), from which it appears that he is entirely
setisfied.

X beg leave most respectfully to assure the Department that I shall
continue to avail myself of every means in my power to cooperate
with, and afford assistance to, the Army.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. PenNoCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Hon. Gmeon WELLES, :
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

Murrreessoro, February 20, 1863.

We have sent two gunboats up the Cumberland, to go beyond
Carthage and up Caney [Fork]. We have also a combined cavalry
and infantry expedition operating in that direction from here. Mor-
gan may be in that direction.

W. S. RoSECRANS,
: Major-General.

Brigadier-General BoyLE,

Louisville.

[Telegram.] -

MURFREESBORO, February 22, 1863.
Direct the operations of your two gunboats so as to protect and
assist General Crook in his expedition up the Cumberland River. It
is desirable that your movements be governed by his plans.
W. S. Rosecrans,
Major-General.
SENIOR OFFICER OF (FUNBOAT,
Care of General Crook.

[Telegram. ]

MurrREESBORO, February 22, 1863.

Proceed up the river and you will meet the two gunboats already
there. Will give gunboat instructions through you. Think it would
be expedient to go to Celina, and, taking ample provisions, operate by
way of Livingston, Jamestown, Fentress County, [ Tenn.],and Monti-
cello, [Ky.], to Norman’s Landing. You will have to watch the river
that it does not get too low, and use your best judgment as to your
course. _ :

W. S. RoskcrANS,

: Major-General.

Brigadier-General Croox,
Nashville, Tenn. '
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Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Fitech, U, 8. Navy, to Brigadier-General
Dodge, U, 8. Army, regarding the movements of Van Dorn,

A\
U. S. Gunsoar Fawkrray,
February 22, 15863.

GeneraL: I have just received your letter of the 21st instant. I
am sorry to say that Van Dorn has already crossed the river. Most
of his force crossed above Big Muscle |Great Mussel] Shoals, where
we could not reach him with gunboats. He has about 5,000 cavalry
and is now with Wheeler and Forrest at Columbia. There are some
guerrillas on the opposite side of the river from Florence, back from
the river about 2 or 3 miles. T have destroyed all flats or ferries as
high up as I could get, about 6 miles above Florence. :

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LeRoy FircH,
Communding Gunboats.
Brigadier-General GrenvirLe M. Dobge,
Corinth, Miss.

[Tclegram.]

i Carro, IvL., February 23, 1863—11 p. m.
Have heard nothing. Gunboats have gone up Tennessee River.

A. M. PennNock,
Flect Captain and Commandant of Station.

Sterueny A. Hurnsur,
Major-General, Commanding, Memplis, Tenn.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, in view of complaints of lack
of cooperation in the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers.

No. 122.] U. S. Mississiprr SQUADRON,
Yazoo River, February 23, 1863.

Sir: Captain Pennock sent me an extract from a letter of the
Department, mentioning that General Rosecrans complained that the
naval vessels did not cooperate on the Tennessee and Cumberland
rivers. This is very unjust to the Navy, and I feel it my duty to
protect the officers under my command from such aspersions. Gen-
cral Rosecrans is very exacting, and at times imperious, forgetting
what is due to the Navy Department, which is straining every nerve
to carry out the wishes of the War Department.

Lieutenant-Commander Fitch has convoyed safely to Nashville over
100 steamers laden with army stores, ancf’ many barges. No vessels
have been lost while under the charge of the Navy, and the four or
five sanitary vessels that were lost some time since was owing to non-
compliance with my orders on the part of the quartermaster, which
order forbid any vessel from entering Tennessee and Cumberland
rivers, except under charge of a gunboat. I explained this matter in
‘a former letter to the Department.
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The army at Nashville, some 50,000 men, do nothing to keep open

the line of communication betwen that city and the mouth of the
river. :
__Clarksville, Donelson, Dover, and Eddyville, on the Cumberland,
if properly fortified would break up rebel raids below Nashville, but
nothing of the kind has been done. The rebels are allowed to roam
a]cl)out and erect batteries on the river which the gunboats have to
silence. :
_The report of Lieut. Commander LeRoy Fitch, forwarded to the
Department by Captain Pennock, will show the Department how
valuable are the services rendered to the army by our little fleet on
the Cumberland River, for which the officer who would have been com-
pelled to surrender Fort Donelson but for the Navy, did not think
proper to make ‘an adequate acknowledgment. So it is in all matters
of this kind, which I don’t notice in any way, though I mention it
to the Department which feels the same interest that I do in the
fame of our Navy.

I am well aware of many movements of the enemy which General
Rosecrans does not. know of, and endeavor to meet them.

When our vessels increase in number, we will line the rivers if

‘necessary. ;

With an army of 29,000 men on this river doing nothing, I have to
protect the whole line of river against the guerrillas, and am called
orlllto senid a gunboat to convoy 10,000 troops, with abundance of ar-
tillery. ;

I don’t complain of this. I am ready at a moment’s notice to
convoy them, and glad to keep them under the sheltering wing of
the Navy. I only mention it to show how unjust these army generals
are in their complaints. ‘

‘No person ever exerted himself more than Captain ‘Pennock has
since I left. Cairo; he is always on the alert to anticipate the require-
ments of army men, Notwithstanding discourteous orders received
from subordinate officers, he has complied instantly with the requests
as far as lay in his power, though he could not help feeling that due
deference had not been paid to the Department over which you

reside.

P I never complain of these matters to the generals; my aim is to serve
the public un(? not stop to raise points; still I think I can, with pro-
priety, mention these things to the head of the Navy, that he may
understand that we are exerting ourselves to the utmost. If T was
to remain silent it would be assenting to the charge of not cooperating
heartily.

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, \

_ ’ Davip D. PorTEr,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Hon. Gipeon WELLES, -
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Endorsement.]

Approve of the general course pursued by both yourself and P.
Appreciate your feelings and value the vigilance, energy, and efforts
of the whole naval force, etc. W
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['Celegram.]

Cairo, Ivr., February 24, 1863.

Paymaster Boggs informed me that two barges were ordered to be
left for you. Buy what coal you need. Telegraph me a summary of
your proceedings up Tennessec River. Send it in cipher if you deem

1t proper.
A. M. PeNNoCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Frrch,
Commanding U. S. Gunboat Lexington, Smithland, Ky.

A 1
{Telegram.]
Catro, ILL., February 24, 1863.
Detach Acting Ensign [James] Marshall from the Lewington and
order him to Cairo to report to me without delay.
A. M. PenNoOCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch, _
Commanding Lexington, Smithland, Ky.

[Telegram.)

Smitinann, Ky., February 2/, 1863.
Your telegrams received. Will send detailed report of proceed-
ings up the Tennessee by Acting Ensign Marshall. ~1 caught a rise
in the Tennessee and got 6 miles above Florence. Van Dorn crossed
most of his forces' above the shoals out of our reach. Chased the
Dunbar above Big [Great] Mussel Shoals. She can never get below
again. Clifton was burned by our forces from Lexington. Brought
down and turned over to provost-marshal at Paducah 55 guerrillas;
also brought out some 40 families—refugees. Found guerrillas oppo-
site I'lorence. Force gone from Corinth to catch them.
LeRoy Fircm,
Licutenant-Commander.
Fleet Captain A. M. PeNNocCK,
Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, 1L.

Detailed report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. S. Navy, regarding opera-

tions in the Tennessee River from February 18 to 24, 1863.
i

U. S. Gunsoar IFPAIrPLAY,

Smithland, I(y., February 24, 1863.

Sir: I left Paducah on the 18th instant and proceeded up the Ten-
nessee with the gunboats Lexington, Fairplay, St. Clair, Brilliant,
and Robb. Just above Fort Henry we met a rise, which enabled the
boats to go on up the river without hindrance. It was reported that
the rebels had batteries at Clifton, but when we arrived there early
in the forenoon of the 20th, I found the town in flames and our forces
from Lexington in possession. They had managed to find a small
flat somewhere during the previous day, and during the night Cap-
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tain Newell managed to cross a squad of some 60 men unobserved by
the enemy. Just before day the town was surrounded, and the guer-
rillas completely surprised. Most of them were taken before they
got out of bed. By request of Captain Adamson I lay by and as-
sisted him back across the river. T also took his prisoners, numbering -
54, on board the gunboats, as he had little means of getting them to
Lexington. After getting on board the prisoners 40 of his men were
taken on board the gunboats and landed on Eagle Nest Island, where
it was reported the rebels had stores, but we did not find any, It
took till after dusk to land his men on the mainland again, when the
gunboats proceeded on up the river. As it was reported that bat-
teries were planted at Tyscumbia Landing, and the weather being so
stormy and bad as to prevent the boats from running at night, I
stopped at Chickasaw about 8 in the afternoon of the 21st and lay
up that night, the distance being too great for me to make Tuscum-
bia Landing before dark or find any suitable place to tie up between
the two points. We found no batteries along the river, but saw some
guerrilla cavalry on the hills between Chickasaw and Florence. We
arrived at Florence before noon, and found some rebel cavalry pickets
opposite, but they soon disappeared.

I sent the S¢. Clair, Brilliant, and Robbh on up to the foot of Big
[Great] Mussel Shoals, about 6 miles above, with the hope of catching
the Dunbdar at the foot of them, but I am sorry to say the rebels suc-
ceeded in getting her above three or four days before we got up,
they having had the rise that much ahead of us. While this boat
and the Lemington lay at Florence, a squad of guerrillas made so bold
as to come down on the hills opposite to watch our motions, but three
shells from the Leaington soon dispersed them. At Florence 1 found
one flat, which I had destroyed. As soon as the boats from above re-
turned I started down the river, stopping at places along to pick up
refugee families. T brought out a great number of families, with
what few traps-the guerrillas had left them, besides some 80 or 90
bales of cotton belonging to Union men and liable to fall into the
enemy’s hands. On my arrival at Paducah T turned the prisoners
over to Colonel Dougherty, as T did not want to bother you with the
disposal of them. Among the number are 2 captains and 1 adjutant,
4 conscripts, and 48 privates.

Very l'esl)ectfllﬁ)V, your obedient servant,
LeRoy Fircen,
Licutenant-Commander.
Fleet Captain A. M. PenNoCK,
Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, 1.

[Telegram.]

Carro, ILL., February 24, 1863.

If Springfield can possibly be spared, I desire that you send her
down here, as we need her services very much. - Can’t you do without
the down-river pilots? We need them here.

A. M. Penvock,

Fleet Captain, Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander L.eRoy FircH,
Commanding Lexington, Smithland, Ky.
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[Telegram.}

Smrruranp, Ky., February 25, 1863.
The gunboat ;S’;m*mgﬁcld has been ordered to repoxt to you at Cairo.
LeRoy Fircn,
Licutenant-Commander.

Fleet Captain A. M. PeNNoOK,
Commanding Naval Station, C'airo, LI1.

Additional report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitoch, U. 8. Navy, regarding
operations in the Tennessee River

U. S. Goneoar Faiepray,
Smithland, Ky., February 26, 1863.

Sir: I le‘un that Van Dorn crossed most of his force above the
shoals, where we could not possibly have got with our boats had we
been there a few of them crossed on the flat at Florence. He is with
Wheeler and F orrest, at Columbia. His force numbers from five to
seven thousand cavalry. The Dunbar got above the shoals, drawing
only 23 inches of water. She will not be able to get below again.
At Cerro Gordo I sent a squad of men and brought in some dressed
lumber to repair our port wheelhouse, which got somewhat smashed
in landing on Eagle Nest Island. I learned from a doctor at Flor-
ence, who had two sons at Columbia when Wheeler and Forrest
returned from Donelson, that the rebel loss in that attack was 800
or 900-men, 200 killed, one hundred and eighty-odd wounded, and
some 400 or 500 missing. Among the prisoners taken at Clifton
were two who wished to join the ounboat service. As they are con-
scripts, and have never been sworn into the- -enemy’s service, I had the
oath administered to them at Paducah, and now have them here, one
on the Lexington and one on this boat.

General Dodge sent a force to catch the guerrillas at Florence.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LeRoy Firch,
Lieutenant-C ommander.
Captain A. M. PLNN()OK,
Commanding Naval Station.

[Telegram.}

U. S. GunBoar FairrrAY,.
Smithland, Februarg/ 27, 1863.
If the steamer E'lf arrives at Paducah, please detain and overhaul
her, as she i is reported to have contraband goods on board and escaped
from Loulsv1lle without General Boyle’s knowledge.
LeRoy Frren,
Licutenant-Commander.
Colonel [H.] DoucHERTY,
Commanding Post, Paduoah I(y.

~ Will the operator be so kind as to send a copy of the above to Col-
onel Lowe, at Fort Henry ¢
LeRoy Frron.
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[Telegram.]

CArTHAGE, TENN., [February] 28, 1863.
(Via Gallatin, March 2.)

The river has risen so much that it has taken me up to this time
to land. I shall keep the boats here until I hear from you. I am
much in need of cavalry here. I will not be able to mount my men
here. Will Stokes’ cavalry join me soon?

Very respectfully, GEeorGeE CROOK, :
- Brigadier-General.
Colonel C. Gobparo,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Telegram.]

NasuviLLe, March 1, 1863.
Fleet arrived this morning—26 transports and 4 gunboats. The
gunboats were supposed up the river; only went up 60 miles and re-
turned same night and passed down without landing or reporting.
Two gunboats go up this morning as far as Carthage.
RoBerr B. MiTcHELL,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Post.

Major-General RosEcrANS.

[ Telegram.]

\ CARTHAGE, M arch 2, 1863.

I have information that the rebels intend capturing the fleet on
its way down the river. No gunboats have yet been seén. I shall
detain them unless otherwise ordered till gunboats arrive.

Respectfully,
‘ GEeoree CRrROOK,

Brigadier-General.

Major-General Rosecrans.

[Telegram.]

* * * Can’t we have some gunboats at our disposal for patrol-
ling the river above?
- W. S. Rosecrans.
Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Frrca. :

[Telegram.]

Mempuis, TeEnN., March 2, 1863.

It is reported that the enemy threaten Fort Donelson. Send a gun-
boat up to ascertain and aid.
’ S. A. Hurusur.

Captain A. M. Pennock, U. S Navy,
. Cairo, IUL.



48 : NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

[Telegram.]

MurrreesBoro, March 2, 1863.

Boats twelve days from Louisville, loaded with horses and stores
much needed, lie at Donelson waiting convoy. Please see that they
get it as soon as possible,

' W. S. RoSecraNs,
U ajor-General, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Commander T.eRoy Frrcn,
Smithland, Ky.

[Telegram.] B
- Carro, March 2, 1863.

Your two telegrams of the 1st instant received. Am glad to hear
by the last that Captain IFitch has communicated with you. Have
sent every gunboat that I have-available. Admiral Porter directed
me to send all gunboats to him, except those now up Camberland and
Tennessee rivers. Will send your dispateh to the admiral,

A. M. PeNNoCK,
I'leet Captain, Commanding Station.
Major-General Rosecraxs. -

'

[Telegram.]

MurrregsBoro, March 3, 1863.
It is necessary that transports should not be detained at Fort Don-
elson for want of convoy. A large number there now and have been
waiting- several days. It is of the greatest importance to forward
without delay.
W. S. Rosecrans,
Major-General, Commanding.
Lieutenant-Commander LrRoy Frrcx,
Smithland.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, ILL., March 3, 1863.
Telegram received. Sorry that I have not a gunhoat to send.
Admiral Porter has ordered everything sent down to him.

A. M. PenNoCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Major-General Curris,
: St. Louzs, Mo.

[Telegram,]

[SmrruLAND, March 3, 1863.]
I can not possibly station gunboats permanently above Nashville.
I am ordered to keep two always together, besides two make the trip
above once a week, Van Dorn will make an attempt to cut off your
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supplies by the river, and will either strike at Dover or Palmyra,
[Tenn.]. I must keep my forces below to watch him, and see that
he does not carry out his designs. He is reported now to be within
20 miles, at Dover. :

. LeRoy Firca.
Major-General W. S. RosEcrans.

[Telegram.]

SMmiTHLAND, KY., March 3, 1863.

Can you not send the transports for Nashville down once a week
in fleets? Can not the boats load with the stores and provisions and
when all ready take the horses on board and all leave together?

As it is the boats come dropping in here one at a time just after
the convoy has left, and must necessarily lay over two or three days.
This makes it bad for the horses. I have not gunboats enough to
convoy each boat separately. I can send but one convoy through a
week with safety. I care not how large the fleets are.

- LeRoy Firos.
Brigadier-General BoyLE,
Louisville, I{y.

[Telegram.]
MarcH 3, 1863.

Your telegrams received. It is impossible for me to get convoys
through safely oftener than once a week. I have not boats enough
to do it. Transports must.unavoidably lay over at Donelson a day
or two unless they are sent more regularly from Louisville. If Gen-
eral Boyle will send them in fleets from Liouisville once a week there
will be no detention here, but boats come dropping in one at a time
just after the fleet starts for Nashville.

It is impossible to hurry the boats up during the heavy flow of
drift. I leave with another fleet as soon as coaled to-morrow even- .
ing. T know the necessity of hurrying horses through, and do the
best I can to accomplish it. :

‘ LeRoy Frron,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Major-General W, S. Rosecrans.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Fleet Captain Pennock, U. 8. Navy,
transmitting copy of dispatch regarding convoy of tranmsports.

Navy Depart™MENT, March 7, 1863.

Sir: I transmit herewith a copy of the telegraphic dispatch sent
to you this day on the subject o¥ protecting the transports of Gen-
eral Rosecrans’ army. . , :

I am, respectfully, etc., GmeoNn WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.
Captain A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy, ‘
Senior Commanding Officer, etc., Cairo, IU.,

711°—N w R—voL 24—10——4 '
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[ Enclosure.—Telegram.]

Navy DeparrMENT, March 7, 1863.

. The following is a copy of a telegram, dated yesterday, just re-
ceived by General Halleck from General Rosegrans:

Something must be done to secure convoys for our boats or this army will be
without supplies. We have gained nothing by the high river in subsistence for
the last ten days, because our convoys are detained. Only four little gunboats
to do the work. If we can not bave some more ‘help, we ought at once to have
some more gunboats made. o

You must take measures to convoy and protect the army transports
without waiting to communicate with Acting Rear-Admiral Porter.
To do this you are authorized to purchase a necessary number of suit-
able boats and arm and equip them. If necessary, Igou can call upon
Commodore Hull, at St. Louis, to assist you. The Department wants
prompt and energetic steps immediately taken to give the necessary
protection to the transports of General Rosecrans.

GieoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Captain A. M. PenNock, _
Senior Commanding Officer, U. 8. Navy, Cairo, 1.

[Telegram.]

Orrice or U. S. MiLiTAry TELEGRAPH,
- - War DEPARTMENT,
Cairo, March 8, 1865—9 p. m.
(Received Washington 11:10 a. m. 9th.)
Your telegram of Tth instant just received. I leave immediately
for mouth of Cumberland River. Will return in forty-eight hours.
1 desire to-examine personally the condition of the fleet and give
further instruction, if necessary, to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch.
An officer has been dispatched to Cincinnati and other places by Ad-
miral Porter to purchase light-draft gunboats. He will require
down the river all that he has directed to be purchased. I shall, by
your order, purchase others—to reinforce the upper fleet, which con-
sists of five light-draft gunboats and the Zexington, heavily armed.
‘Suitable boats are hard to find. Prompt and energetic steps will be
taken, Please send at once 12 officers suitable to command and com-
petent to instruct their subordinates. We can not obtain them out
here. 'We will require, also, 6 surgeons, paymasters, ensigns, gunners,
and practical men-of-war’s men for petty officers. Every sailor that
has been sent us has been put in active service. Not a man left on
board the receiving ship for duty. We must obtain them by some
means, or we can not man another boat.
A. M. PeNNOOK,

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Hon. GmoeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Letter from/ Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Major-General Grant, U. 8.
Army, regarding gunhoat at Memphis,

U. S. MississipPi SQUADRON,
Yazoo River, March 9, 1863.
. GeNeraL: In answer to General Hurlbut’s request for a gunboat at
Memphis, I beg leave to inform you that the C'ricke?, commanded by
a very active officer, is at that place and will remain there.
Very respectfully, etc.,

Major-General U. S. Grant,
Cominanding Department of the Tennessee.

Davip D. Porrer.

[Telegram.]

SyrrHLAND, March 10, 1863. )
_(Received 13th.)

Have sent three boats with convoy to Nashville. Captain Hurd
has instructions from me to go on up to Carthagé this trip, if water
enough. He will communicate with you at Nashville before starting
above. As soon as repaired, I wish to unake another trip up the
Tennessee River. Please communicate with me at Smithland, Ky.,
or with' Captain Hurd at Nashville. Will be happy to render you
any assistance I can.

LeRoy FircH,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Major-General Rosecrans,
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

CorLumsus,; March 11, 1863.

I just received information from Captain Glassford, commanding
U. S. gunboat New E'ra, that the scouts of Colonel [D. H.] Hughes,
commanding at New Madrid, had discovered Marmaduke with a
strong force in the neighborhood of Bloomfield, apparently threat-
ening Cape Girardeau.

AsBoTH,
Brigadier-General.
Captain A. M. PeNNOCK,
Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, I11.

[Telegram.]

CoLvmsus, March 11, 1863.

Fort Hemgr may be overflowed but not Fort Heiman, and as offi-
cially [stated], it is occupied by rebels; General Sullivan’s troops
are all withdrawn to Jackson, thereby leaving it open from Heiman
to Paducah or Columbus. It is of the utmost importance to dislodge
them quickly, I embark soon as the boats arrive from Cairo. I



52 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

would beg you to order New Era to go up if you have no other gun-
boat. Please answer, and I will send your order to Captain G%ass-
ford by an express boat.
Asporii,
Brigadier-General,
Captain PenNock,
Commandant.

[Telegram. |

Covumsus, dMarch 11, 1863.

Colonel Harding telegraphed yesterday from Fort Donelson that
Forts Henry and Heiman, Departmeunt of the Cumberland, were
abandoned by order of General Rosecrans, and Colonel Dougherty
telegraphs now from Paducah that Forts Henry and Heiman are
occupied to-day by the rebels.

. Please order immediately a gunboat to dislodge them before they
can plant a battery. T will send infantry at once by boat to reoccupy
Fort Heiman, Please answer., ’

AsBorH,
Brigadier-General.

1
Commanding, U. S. Navy.

| 'Telegram. ]

HeapQuarrers SixteeNTH ArMY Corps,
» Memphis, Tenn., March 12, 1863.
GeneraL: It being officially reported to me that Forts Henry and
Heiman were occupied by the rebels, I have ordered an expedition to
retake them.
Respectiully, S. A. Hurusur,
Major-General.
Major-General Rosecrans, -

Comvmanding Department, Murfreesboro, T'enn.

{Telegram.]

Corumsus, March 12, 1863—12 m.
I just received from Memphis the following telegram:

Call on the naval officer at Cairo in my name for aid fo retake Forts Henry
and Heiman, if possible. Act without respect to departments, those places be-
ing cut off from their proper subordination.

8. A. HugLBUT,
Major-General,
Please let me know what you can do. Are the gunboats from
Smithland already ascending the Tennessee ?
Asporu,
Brigadier-General.
Captain A. M. PennNook,
: Fleet Captain.
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['Telegrain. ]

Pavucan, March 12, 1863.

No gunboats reported here.
- H. Doucnerty,
Colonel, Commanding.
Captain PeNNOCK.

[Telegram. ]

Satrrurann, Ky., March 12, 1863.
Your telegram received. All three hoats here. ZLewington, Fair-
play, Brilliant, and Silver Lake laid up for the present. Lewington
just finished scaling boilers. Brilliant just finished repairs and coal-
ing. Fairplay ready to move by morning. Ileet up very small;
three gunboats enough to take it through in safety. Have kept the
Lexington, Brilliant, and Fairplay to go up Tennessee; will be ready
by daylight. Anything new up Tennessee? Danks all under water;

see not how the enemy can use it to advantage.
LeRoy Frren.

Fleet Captain A. M. PexNock.

{Telegram.]

Sarrrnann, March 12, 1863.
Gunboats left last night for ifashville, two remaining.
H. Doucngerry.
Fleet Captain A. M. PeNNocK.

['Telegram, ]
Cairo, March 12, 1863.

Necessity compels the 7wscumbia to be sent up the Tennessee to
drive the rebels out of Fort Heiman. She will be absent two or three

days. Say so to the admiral.
A. M. PennNock,

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Captain WoonwortH,
U. 8. 8. General Price, .
Care of Commanding Officer, Navy Y ard, Memphis.

[Telegram. )

MurvreEsBoro, March 1}, 1863.

Have telegraphed Captain Fitch at Paducah and Smithland when
he goes up Tennessee to make a clean sweep of every species of craft
that can transport |sic] the river. Please repeat these orders to him.
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It is of vital importance that our convoys be dprompt]y sent up the
(f)umber]and. Will arm three transports to aid till you can arrange
for us, A
' W. S. RosSECRANS,
M ajor-General.

Captain PENNOOK.

Report of Charles A. Dana, special commissioner of the United States War
Departme:ii. '

Corumsus, Ky., March 20, 1863—4: 30 . m.

There is absolutely-no information here respecting affairs down the
river. General Rosecrans having abandoned Forts Henry and Hei-
man and ordered them to be leveled, and a rebel force having ap-
“peared at Heiman, Hurlbut, on Asboth’s reporting the facts, ordered
him to reoccupy Heiman, considering it to be the key to both Colum-
bus and Paducah. Asboth accordingly proceeded there by water
with two regiments of infantry, two cannon, and some cavalry, ana
found a small body of rebels at Heiman, who escaped with their
leader, Major Blanton. The order of General Rosecrans to level the
works had not been executed, Henry being partially overflowed.
Blanton was collecting horses and raising conscripts, the whole coun-
try being open to him, while the possession of Heiman would have
made him master of the navigation of the Tennessee. The force men-
tioned was left by Asboth in Heiman, and he got back here by land
yesterday. The ironclad gunboat T'wscumbia, Captain J. W. Shirk,
cooperated in the movement, and destroyed all the flats and skifls
collected by the rebels to force their operations on both sides of the
Tennessee. Hereafter two small gunboats will patrol that river as
far up as Savannah.

C. A. Dana.

Hon. E. M. StanTON,
Seeretary of Wanr.

Letter from Brigadier-General Asboth, U. S. Army, to Lieutenant-Commander
Shirk, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8, 8, Tuscumbia, regarding protection of
Fort Heiman, :

HeapqQuarters DisTrictT or COLUMBUS,
O~ Boarp Straypoar Bostona No. 2,
OF Paris Landing, March 14, 1863.

Carrain : Disappointed by not finding, as officially informed, Forts
Henry and Heiman occupied by the rebels in force, and being thus
deprived of the opportunity to unite in cooperation with your broad
giant, the 7'wscumbia, in dislodging and capturing them, I have
only to request that those of the gunboats which are intrusted to
control the navigation on the Tennessee may ascend to the mouth of
Duck River and destroy all ferryboats and all means of crossing the
rebels have collected or prepared. I will at the same time follow the
rebels up the bluffs behind Fort Heiman, where your shots forced
them away, :

Fort Heiman I will reoccupy, leaving an adequate combined garri-
son to hold it. With the balance of my forces I will return to Co-
lumbus by land.
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The eager readiness of the Navy to serve our country whenever
()&portumt’y offers makes it hardly necessary to request that the
officers in command of the gunboat destined to remain on the Ten-
nessee will give their hearty support to the small garrison I have to
leave at Fort Heiman.

Thanking you for your efficient cooperation, and expecting soon to
hear glorious news from the 7'wscumbia before Vicksburg,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. AspoTH.

Commander J. W. SHIRK,

Commanding Gunboat Tuscumbia.

[Telegram.]

Carro, Ivn.,, March 15, 1863.

Recent instructions have been given to Captain Fitch by Admiral
Porter through me. He is now. up Tennessee River to carry them
out. There can be no difficulty about the convoy of transports, pro-
vided they all assemble at the time appointed by Captain Fitch and
those at Nashville unloaded and readgr to return with him on his
arrival there. Captain Fitch reports to me that such has not been
the case. Convoy can be had and empty vessels brought down once
a week, provided there is strict compliance with Captain Fitéh’s
arrangements.

If vessels come straggling in day after.day and those at Nashville
are not ready to leave immediately on arrival of convoy, it will take
every gunboat we have in the Western waters to convoy them.

Every effort is being made to purchase, arm, and equip more boats
to reinforce those now in Tennessee and Cumberland rivers.

A. M. PennNock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Major-General Rosecrans,
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Forr DoneLsoN, March 15, 1863.

Our cavalry report that, there are about 12,000 rebels 28 miles from
here. They report our line cut for miles.

Country people from miles around are coming to the fort with va-
rious reports.

One man says they have well-armed infantry and a large wagon
train with them.

We are all ready again for a fight.

THAYER,
Operator.
Captain Pennock, Commanding.

[¥ndorsement.]

I have just received the above, 10 a. m. .
' W. G. FuLLrr,
Superintendent Telegraph.
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[T'elegram. ]
Heapquarrers Districr or CoLuMBUS,
Steamer Bostona No. 2, off Fort Heiman, Ky.,
March 17, 1863.
(Via Paducah, Ky, 18th.)
In obedience to your orders, I reoccupied Fort Heiman on the 14th
in the morning. The rebels fired previous to our landing, but the
first shell from the gunboats made them run. * * * Garrison in
command of Colonel Griggs.
" * * * * * *

. Captain LeRoy Fitch, commanding third division light-draft
flotilla, will efficiently cooperate for the future. The gunboats S¢.
Clair and obd will commence to-morrow to run up and down the
Tennessee, controlling all crossings.
AsBorH,
Brigadier-General.
Major-General Sternen A. Hurrsur,
Commanding Sivteenth Army Corps, Memphis, Tenn.

[Telegram. ]

SartHLAND, Mareh 17, 1863.

General Asboth and myself have been up the Tennessee. Made a
clean sweep of all flats, ferries, and scows and returned this morning.
Two gunboats will patrol the Tennessee constantly up to head of
navigation.

LeRoy Frrcm,
Lieutenant-Commander.

J

Major-General W. S. Rosrcrans.

Summary report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, regarding opera-
tions on the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers, from December 16, 1862, to
March 17, 1863.

U. S. GunBoar LEXINGTON,
Smithland, Ky., March 17, 1863.

Sir: Herewith I have the honor to make summary report of pro-
ceedings on the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers since the 16th day
of December, 1862. -

On the day above mentioned the gunboats left the upper Ohio for
operations in these waters, but not finding water enough in the Cum-
berland, an expedition was formed to cooperate with Colonel Lowe up
the Tennessee. )

On the 20th of December the expedition left Fort Henry and pro-
ceeded up the river as high as Duck River Sucks, where the troops
were disembarked. Ieaving two boats to guard the transports, I
started on up the river with the remaining two, but having'grounded
on Duck River Bar, I was obliged to return without getting higher.

On the 24th (learning that the place was in danger) I returned to
Fort Henry with two boats, Ieaving two above to guard the transports.
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On the 25th instant I proceeded on down the river to Paducah as
that place was reported to be in danger. T left the Brilliant to guard
Forts Henry and Hindman [Heiman] till the expedition from above
returned.

On the 28th the expedition having returned, the gunboats joined me
at Paducah,

On the 1st of January I left the General Pillow at Paducah and
proceeded up the Ohio to the mouth of the Cumberland, with the
gunboats Fairplay, St. Clair, Brilliant, and Robd. Arriving at
Smithland, I found both flanges of the starboard wheel of the’Fuir-
play broken entirely off, and consequently, by directions from the
fleet captain, had to take her up the river for repairs. Also, being
out of coal, I sent the boats to Caseyville, to take on a good supply.
Finding on my arrival at Caseyville all the mines monopolized, T was
compelled to take possession of them in order to get coal for the
flotilla. After the St. Clair and Brilliant had finished coaling, they
returned to Smithland and started up the Cumberland for Nashville
with a fleet of transports. The 2000 remained at Caseyville to hold
possession of the mines and have a large barge filled for our use.

On the 4th instant I arrived at Madison, Ind., and made arrange-
ments for going on the ways. On the 5th went on the ways and com-
menced repairs. On the 21st, having completed repairs, returned to
Smithland and made preparations for going up the Cumberland.

During my" absence the Zobd had brought down from the mines
some 10,000 bushels of coal, and, with the Pdllow, was patrolling the
Tennessee,.the S¢. Clair and Brilliant being yet up the Cumberland.
I started to join them on the 22d, having in convoy a fleet of some 26
transports.

On the 28th I reached Nashville with the second fleet of transports
and three gunboats. On the 30th returned down the river with a
convoy of boats. The gunboat Silver Lake joined the fleet and re-
ported for duty. On IFebruary 38 left Smithland with a fleet of 46
transports and the gunboats Lewington (she having joined us on the
26th), Fairplay, St. Clair, Brilliant, Robb, and Silver Lake.

At 8 p. m. arrived at Dover, [ Tenn.], found the garrison entirely
'surrounded by the enemy, and out of ammunition. The gunboats
shelled and dispersed the rebels,

On the 7th arrived at Nashville with the entire fleet. On the 8th
went above Nashville with the gunboats Fairplay and Robb, to the
mouth of Stone’s River, to destroy some flats and fervies there. On
the 9th returned to Smithland with a fleet of transports. On the 13th
left Smithland again with another large fleet of transports, arriving
at Nashville on the 15th instant. On the 17th returned to Smithland,
coaled and started up the Tennessee River with the gunboats Leazing-
ton, Fairplay, St. Clair, Brilliant, and Robb, leaving the Silver Lake
and Springficld -to convoy to Nashville a small fleet of transports.

On the morning of the 20th reached Clifton, [Tenn.]; found our
forces in possession and the town in flames. Assisted the land forces
back to the west side of the river and took charge of their prisoners,
as they had no means of disposing of them. o

During the afternoon of the same day we took a detachment of dis-
mounted cavalry aboard each boat and landed them on Kagle Nest
Island for the purpose of searching for rebel stores and rebels, said
to be on or near the island.
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On the 22d left Chickasaw, [ Ala.], at daylight and proceeded on up
to Tuscumbia Landing, where it was reported the rebels had bat-
teries, The enemy, seeing our approach, withdrew their guns back
to Tuscumbia, where they were captured by the forces that General
Dodge had sent from Corinth to cooperate with us along the river.
Proceeded on up the river to Florence, and sent the St. Clair, Bril-
liant, and Robb on up to the fort of Big [Great] Mussel Shoals, at
the head of navigation. On the 24th instant returned to Paducah,
having brought out some 35 or 40 refugee families and 80 or 90 bales
of cotton belonging to Squire Cherry, a good Union man, who was
fearful of its falling into rebel hands. _

On the 26th returned to Smithland and commenced coaling. On
the 4th of March, having coaled and cleaned boilers, we started up
the Cumberland with another convoy. On the Gth instant reached
Nashville, made reconnoissance above, and returned. On the 8th
returned to Smithland..

On the 12th a fleet of transports started for Nashville under convoy
of the gunboats S¢. Clair, £obd, and Springfield.

On the 13th the Lewington, Fairplay, and Brilliunt made a patrol
up the Tennessee ; found all quiet in that vicinity.

Two boats will patrol the Tennessee constantly, while the re-
mainder will remain on the Cumberland to patrol and convoy.

I may be wrong in my judgment, but I should think from present
appearances that 1t is the encemy’s desirve to transfer the seat of war
into eastern Kentucky and, if possible, regain possession of the Ten-
nessee and Cumberland rivers.

I will use every exertion in my power to keep pace with all move-
ments along or near these rivers, and I doubt not but that I can
keep them perfectly free to the head of navigation so long as there
1s water.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LeRoy Frren,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davio D. Porrer,

Commanding Mississeppi Squadron.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. §. Navy, regarding the Cumberland
River. ‘

MarcH 17, 1863.

The Cumberland averages in width about 600 feet inside of the
trees. During low stages of water boats have great difficulty in
getting above Harpeth Shoals, about 160 miles from the mouth and
35 miles below Nashville. : )

Above Nashville the river becomes very narrow in making the
turns and frequently boats get very much broken up. In making
the trip to Carthage boats frequently are compelled to lower their
smokestacks, and then suffer much from having their upper works
much broken up by the branches of trees. Everything above Nash-
ville seems quiet, and as gunboats can accomplish little or nothing
above, the wear and tear does not warrant the keeping of two there.
unless in cases of necessity; besides, when the Cumberland com-
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mences to fall the water recedes so fast that there is great danger in
being caught. ' -

At low water-the river is not navigable for boats drawing over 15
inches, that being the average depth on Harpeth Shoals.

The river banks are generally very thickly wooded with heavy
hills overlooking the banks. ‘

Palmyra, between Donelson and Clarksville, and Beatstown [Betsy
Town] Landing, at Harpeth Shoals, are the most noted guerrilla
haunts. T have burned and destroyed all the stores or houses near
the shoals frequented by guerrillas.

. The Cumberland frequently rises and falls with such rapidity
that a difference of from 8 to 12 feet in twenty-four hours is of no
unconmon oceurrence,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LeRoy Frrew,
. ) Licutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porrer,

Commanding Mississippt Squadron.

Tabulated report of Tennessee River from mouth to Florence, Ala.

Dis-
Dis- | tance D%[}th Popu- :
Towns, landings, shoals, ete. tance | from p Remarks.
: (mtles) | mouth 2’}' atter lation.
(iniles).| L€ )
Iémm(t:iﬂa,hl(iy ......................... P R S 3 4,000 | Very few loyal citizens.
ireat} Chain.............ooL 2 2 3 fe.......
&Iﬁt{,ockg‘[illaydock‘s] Ferry..... g ::; ................ Left bank, one log house.
AttloChain. ..o ool 3 |o.......
%’i Mlze 1§land .................... 13 0 ... el %\Toftt ilnhull\)ited.
rmingham................. 5 oft bank.
‘{oum'.g [Fond’s} Landing. .. ? Luftll))ank, one house.
(1100 ¢ SO UN 3 . do.
(l_,‘)z:.llo‘;.;?y‘t!own. . (l) chtlgmnk, two houses.
neBluff........ 0.
Duffalo Landing....... 5 Do.
Panther Creek, Island and bar. ...
Forts Henry and Hindman [I1ei- Right and left banks.
manj... - )
Paris Landing..iocoeinonil . 5 40 PO Left bank, one houso and mill.
Mouth of { Big] Sandy [River]..... 1 78 ........ 50 | Left bank.
&Big] Sandy Island.............. 4 82 ...l
eatherwood Shoals............. 3 85 3.5 f........ Very natrrow.
Winns [Wynn’s] Landing. ... ... 2 87 | ool Right and left hanks, one house.
Mobile and Ohio Railroad bridge. 5 92 {....... ol I'wo or three houses,
New Portland................... -1 03 1.l 1 Right bank, three houses, Union,
Point Mason.................... 5 98 ... eeilt Left bank (rushing) doubtful.
ggx%gﬁgg-:%gsland ......... r} lgg gl {;l&r:'t{ ;;';1013'” very rocky.
ireenl poLwm HBar... . ........... L9200 RS AV 17 R B [N Y .
lvtvei{ln?l‘(rl!sblurg.. 1’ s 7 1102 | IS AR Right bank, three familles; rebels.
s [Wyloy’s) Point........... 7 LB 2 PR PN )
'l‘rotter’s}Land NE. e iieeearnen.. 6 123 ..o, Right bank, one house near by.
Thompson’s Duck River Sucks.. [ 128 ooooooeeninen, Left bank; very crooked and rocky.
Rol%ikpor]t} Landing and Duck 1 120 2.5 ...t Left bank; rebel country around.
ver Bar,
Duek River..................... 5 Right bank; all rebels.
Fowler’s Landing. e 2 ..| Right bank; very bad rebels.
?lxggblé%&din i 3 .. }u;{;{x‘t) ba’x(lk; rabels, one house.
£ rs Landing -7 .. Left bank.
Britt’s Landing .... 3 .| Right bank; one house and store,
rofesses Union.
Denson.....oeeeniniiiiiiianaa... 2 Right bank; one family; rebels, in
Brodie’ 158 L C,;gr;)[edgmte Amy.
rodie’8. o 7 3. 3 U PO Left bank,
Perryville and East Perryville... 8 166 |........ 30 | Left bank; rebels,
%ﬁvh’n’all]mdﬂs ................. :} {?g ................ ?i P%;m)x(lk; two houses, Unlon.
er'sTand..............o... 1] 10 ...oeeaealt L nk.
Brownsport, iron foundry....... 1 17, Left bank; iron foundry; Union,
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Tabulated report of Tennessee River from mouth to Florence, Ala.—Continued.

Dis-
Depth
Dis- | tance | PPH | 4, opii-

Towns, landings, shoals, ele. | tanco | from.
’ ’ (miles).] mouth (wﬁf:‘tm)r lation.

Remarks.

(miles).
Cedar”(",reek,lron furnace. . ......}" 1 172 |. ..| Left bank.
Nichols Landing... .. 5 177 ..| Right bank, )
Patriot Landing... 3 180 .| Right bank; Union, yet rebel.

Decatur, iron fitrng --| Left bank.

Beech Creek, islanc

Carrollville .. 2 140 .| Right hank; four houses, Unlon,

Clifton....... e .. 1 191 Right bank; rebels, town bhurned
y Feb, ---, 1863,

Eaglo Nest Island................ b 106 ... Right bank: rebels.

Swallow Bluff................... 12 208 |... Lelt bank; high, rocky bluff.

Poinil Pleasant.................. 3 211 Ieft bank! three houses.

SaltiHo . ovee e 1 212 Right bank; three houses; Union.

Petticoat Riffle.................. 3 215

CerroGordo..........oooovniaet 3 218 Right bank; deserted.

Squire Craven’s................. 1 219 Left bank; Union,

Chalk Bluff..................... 7 2206 Left bank; deserted.

Coffee’s Landing Ferry.......... 1 227 1..... PO SO I.eft bank; hot secesh.

Savannah..... s ieeeareiannaas 6 P25 3 500 | Right hank; mfxed Union and rebels

Crump's Landihg. . ............. 3 286 | ... el Left bank; deserted.

Pittsburg Landing. . ............ 5 .21 I PR PR Do.

Hamburg Landing. ............. H 246 ... et Do.

Big Bend Shoals................ 37 249 3 | o

Big Bend Landing. . ............ LR E2;T N PO EUP Right bank, deseried,

Bokerwins Landing. . ........... 3 LY O P R, Left bank, deserted and destroyed.

YellowCreek.................... ] i3 3 O Lefl. bank, deserted.

Eastport, Miss................... 8 266 | . Left. bank; two fawileis.

Chickasaw, Ala. ... ............ 1 7 e Left bank; cight families, four Union,

rest doubtful,

Walerloo.................. e i 268 [........ 20 { Right bank; all rebels.

Colbert Shonls......... ... ..{ .......1........ | I R Deserted.

QGeorgetown Landing... ... . .... 17 285 (... |oeeean T.eft. bank.

Newport Ferry.................. 7 202 L.l No.

Cono[Kane{Crmk ............... 5 207 1.l Do.

CofTee Island [SevenMile Island]. S B2 e

Tuscumbia Landing. .. .......... 7 300 f...o ]l I.eft hank; all rebels back.

Florence, Aln.................... 7 6L 1,000 | Right bank; rebels.

Foot of Big [Great)Mussel. .. .. .. 7 323 ¥ 3 P Head of navigation; only 4 feet at the

highest stages of waler ever known;
very swifl and rocky.

The Tennessee averages about 1,420 feet in width. Where shoals
are, she is generally very narrow and crooked. Duck River Sucks
are very dangerous, in consequence of the channel being very crooked
and the current setting so strong over the rocks. This, at low water,
is one of the most favorable places for locating a hattery on the river.

The banks are mostly flat and overflow at high water, with high
hills back from 1 to 2 miles.

There are now few loyal citizens above Fort Tenry.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ LeRoy Tircm,.
Licutenant-Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral Davio D. Porrer,
Commanding Mississippt Squadron,

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fiteh, U. S. Navy, in view of dissatisfaction
expressed by Army officials regarding convoy service.

U. S. Gunnoar LexiNaeToN,
Mouth of Tenncssee River, March 18, 1863.

Sir: T hear that some dissatisfaction with the gunboats has been
g M Al
expressed by army officials along the Cumberland, and that General
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Rosecrans telegraphed to the Departmentthat he had not, or was‘mnot,
deriving any benefit from the present high water in the Cumberland.

If such reports have been made to the Department, T would respect- -
fully beg leave to make a few statements, as the blame will doubtless
be attributed to the gunboats, and I wish to acquaint you with the
facts. -

Since the river has been navigable, I have sent convoys through
regularly once a week, and never has there been a steamer reported
to me for convoy that has not been taken through sately.

I can not send convoys through oftener than once a week and do
justice to the gunboats placed under my care. The reasons are as
follows: The river is very narrow, crooked, and swift; it is impossi-
ble to put more than two steamers abreast, and where the fleets are as
large as they have been heretofore (with only suflicient maneuvering
room between each pair) the line is so long that to give perfect safety
and keep the boats all within covering distance of our guns requires
from four to five gunboats dispersed along the line. By the time we
make the round trip, coal, clean boilers, and arrange the next fleet for
starting, the week has expired.  The transports keep dropping in at
Smithland in such an irregular manner, one at a time, from the be-
ginning till the end of the week, so that, had I twice the number of
gunboats, it would be perfect folly for me to attempt to give boats :
convoy as they arrive. .

Since the gunboats have been on the river over 180 steamers and
some thirty-odd barges (all laden with Government freight) have
been taken through safely to Nashville. If General Rosecrans has
derived no benefit from this, it certainly is not my fault, but must be
owing to the inactivity or incapacity of some of the quartermasters.

Before the arrival of gunboats in the rviver it was blockaded by the
enemy ; it has not been since.

Accompanying this letter T forward copies of letters and telegrams
sent and received, which, T trust, will show whether I have acted
with a desire to cooperate or not.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LeRoy Frren,
Licutenant-Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral Davio D. Porrer, ,
' Commanding Mississippt Squadron.

Report of Major-General Huz'but, U. 8. Army, regarding location of gunboats in
) , Tennessee River.

Menruis, Aprid 18, 1863.
Since closing my last letter I learned from Oglesby that Captain
Fitch, U. S. Navy, with four gunboats, i1s between Hamburg and
Eastport, as advance of Rosecrans’ expedition. If anything new
turns up before the boat leaves, I will send it.
Your obedient servant,

: S. A. HurLBur.

Lieutenant-Colonel Joun A. RAWLINS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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. {Telegram.)

Cairo, Iur., March 19, 1863.

Have just received telegram from one John W. Taylor, quarter-
master, Murfreesboro, Tenn., as follows:

Captain Parsons, of St, Louls, says that Captain 8. L. Phelps can have gun-
boats run from Fort Donelson to Nashville much oftener if desired. Our sup-
plies are very much delayed for the want of more frequent convoys. Can not
arrangements be made for u gunboat to run up every two days? By command
General Rosecrans. ,

I do not understand. Please explain.
A. M. PenNock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander S. L. PHELPS,
Care Commodore J. B. IIuZl U. 8. Navy y, St. Louis, Mo.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitoh, U. S. Navy, regarding condition of
affairs in the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers.

U. S. Gunpoar LEXINGTON,
Smathland, March 21, 1863.

Sir: The Tennessee and Cumberland rivers are fallmg very rapidly
just now, but it is not probable there will be less than 6 feet for two
months to come. DBoth rivers may go down to 3 or 4 feet for a few
days, but it will be a very (,\tmm'(lmurv occurrence if there is an
average less than 6 feet in ‘either river till the latter part of May.

Everythmg is very quiet just now on the Cumberland. The guer-
rillas have not been of much annoyance since I burned the last of
their rendezvous near Beatstown | Betsy Town] Landing.  As the
Cumberland is so quiet, I will spend a great portion of my time on
the Tennessee, as that river, though quiet at present, will need very
strict watching.

The Sélver Lake (one of the best light-draft boats I have here just
now) is at present up the Tennessee, patrolling with the Robd. 1
will join them with the Lewzn(/ton in the morning; the remainder of
the boats will remain on this river to carry supplies to General Rose-
crans. Four boats can do all the convoying here with the greatest
ease unless the transport fleets are much larger than they have been
for the last week.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LeRoy Frrcn,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davio D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

[Telegram. ]

SMITHLAND, March 27, 1863.
If all the light-draft gunboats are sent below it will be a difficult
matter to get supplies to Nashville, as the river is falling. I will

send through two convoys a week.
LeRoy Frrc}x,

Lzeutenant Commander.”
Major-General Rosecrans.
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitoh, U. s Navy, regarding operations in the
upper Tennessee River,

U. S. GunBoAT LEXINGTON,
Paducah, Ky., April 2, 1863,

Sir: I have the honor to report operations on the upper Tennessee
River during the last few days. : '

Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jason Goudy was patrolling the river
with the gunboats Robd and Silver Lake.

Enclosed I forward his report* of operations up to the time I
joined him at Fort Hindman [Heiman], on the 27th of March. I
took from the fort 150 soldiers, under command of Colonel Griggs,
and after distributing them on the three boats proceeded on up the
river. I made several landings at places along the route reported
to be infested by guerrillas, but found none until we reached the
neighborhood of Savannah. Being informed that back of Boyd’s
Landing, about 4 miles, was a cotton factory owned by and doing
work for the rebels, I had determined to destroy it. I therefore
landed at Boyd’s and sent out an expedition numbering about 200
soldiers and sailors. Colonel Griggs took charge of the force.

The executive officer of this steamer, Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
Dunn, took charge of the sailors. The expedition moved out to the
factory with caution, as Colonel [N. N.] Cox’s cavalry regiment was
stationed but 2 or 3 miles beyond. Arriving at the mill breastworks
of cord wood were thrown up across the road, and enquiries made
regarding the operations of the factory. '

From what could be learned, the mill was run on shares with the
country people. The material went in an indirect way to the rebel
soldiers through their friends at home. The books were all clear
and contained nothing to condemn the factory, but knowing that the
mill did aid, in an ingirect manner, the rebels, it was thought proper
not to burn it, but to effectually prevent its doing more work, which
was done by removing the running gear, pistons, cylinder heads,
brasses, and all like portable portions, and placing 1L@Fb_()Fa_l_(_1rtTllhle
vessel. Tovo mules and a wagon, which were pressed to haul the
machinery down to'the boat, were retained as lawful prizes, as it was
ascertained they belonged to one of Colonel Cox’s rebel cavalry.

Two horses were also captured by Mr. Dunn, belonging to the
guerrillas, . -

A short distance above this landing, and about 8 miles from the
river, was reported a plantation-owned by a noted rebel, Smith. Tho
boats were landed and an expedition sent out to the place. This
rlantation was occupied by a man by the name of Dillihunty, and is
tnown to be a rendezvous for guerrillas. Yet this Dillihunty claims
to be loyal—has taken the oath—and says he bought the farm of
Smith., This may be true, but he had no papers to prove it; has never
been molested by the guerrillas, and, in fact, as I have since learned,
was at the time raising a guerrilla company. As several men were at
the time on his premises, one of which I took prisoner, he having
been engaged in the guerrilla service, and as our men were fired at by
a guerrilla near his place, the indications were such as to render his
position very doubtful; I therefore took from the farm 25 bales of

* Not found.
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cotton (to be held till he proved his loyalty) and some cavalry horses.

After leaving this landing T proceeded on up to Chickasaw, at the
foot of Colbert Shoals.--There was scant § feet on the shoals, so I
sent the Robb and Silver Lake above, with orders to make thorough
reconnoissance and return the same night, as the river was falling too
fast to risk them above longer.  Acting Volunteer Licutenant Goudy
reports the enemy in force on both sides of the river at Florence.
He shelled and drove them out of their camp on the left bank, but
was not able to tell their number or to ascertain the caliber of their
heavy gun, as the wind was blowing a gale right across the river and
he was fearful of ‘getting caught above the shoals by falling water.

Before reaching Florence he surprised a picket guard, captured
five horses, some carbines, and one prisoner.  He joined me at Chicka-
saw just at dark.

Returning down the river I stopped at a farm belonging to a
notorious rebel by the name of Hays, who has been very zealous in
entoreing the conseript law and feeding the guerrillas. Sent a de-
tachment 8 miles back to his house and brought away about 1,000
pounds of bacon and all the corn we could carry ; also three mules and
a wagon belonging to him.  Colonel Griggs took charge of the bacon,
as the army at Fort Hindman |[Heiman] were short of supplies.

The result of the several small expeditions is as follows: Kight
guns (cavalry carbines), 25 bales of cotton, 15 horses (three broke
lodse and escaped at Fort Hindman) [Heiman], 12 mules (one shot
through the thigh and left at Ilindman) |Heiman], 2 wagons, also 8
prisoners.

I would state that all men along the river above Fort Henry must
be either disloyal in sentiment or actually engaged in the rebel cause,
from what the numerous refugees tell me. None expressing senti-
ments the least loyal are permitted to remain at their homes or culti-
vate their farms,

Since so many of these guerrillas have been found dead on the
battlefield, with the oath of allegiance in their pockets, I am forced
to believe no man living with these guerrillas, though he had taken
the onth forty times.

I have given transportation to over 60 refugee families since I have
been on these waters, but applications for conveyance out of the river

“have become so-very nuumerous from young men fleeing from the con-
seript that I have been induced to give the captains of boats instruc-
tions to render all the aid in their power to families, but under no
circumstances to bring or pass out able-bodied young men. We are
in want of men for the gunboats, and if they love the Union better
than rebellion now is the proper time to show it. They must either
take sides one way or the other. This has already had the effect of
sending some 30 or 40 in General Dodge’s cavalry and has given the
gunboats some 8 or 10 vecruits. I deem it high time that some of
these loyal refugees were showing some proofs of their loyalty.

I hope as soon as there is another shight rise in the Tennessee to
be able, with General Dodge’s cooperation, to capture all the force
on the Tuscumbia side at Florence.

My plan will be this: To watch the river closely as soon as there
is the least indication of a rise, get forces from General Dodge, take
the infantry over Colbert Shoals, land them at Tuscumbia Landing,
let the cavalry come in on the Tuscumbia road, and while the forces
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are getting in the enemy’s rear, I will push on up with four or five
- of the lightest draft boats and engage them in front.

I have written to General Dodge to this effect and rely upon his
hearty' cooperation to complete the programme. With his coopera-
tion, I am' confident of success,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
. LeRoy Firon,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. PorTegr,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.]

Carro, IvrL., March 29, 1863.

General Rosecrans desires to send 2,000 men from Nashville by boat
up Tennessee River to Florence, and desires gunboat to convoy them.
Give them the convoy required without delay. Acknowledge receipt

of this.
A. M. PeNNoCK,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

CommanpING NavaL OFFICER,
Smithland, Ky.

[Telegram.] \

Cairo, ILv., March 29, 1863.

Give convoy required at once, and telegraph to Major-General
Rosecrans that I have so directed you to do. Two boats will, T think,

be sufficient.
oL A. M. PeENNOCK,
v “Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.
J. S. Hurp, ’
Acting Vol. Lieut., Comdg. St, Clair, Smithland, Ky.

- [Telegram.]

Cairo, March 29, 1863—2 p. m.

Those boats all move up the Tennessee River. Have telegraphed
to commanding naval officer at Smithland, Ky., with the hope that
gunboats are at that place, as follows:

‘W. 8. Rosecrans desires to send 2,000 men from.Nashville by boats up Ten-
nessee ‘River to Florence, Desires gunboats to convoy them. Give them {he
convoy required without delay. Acknowledge receipt of this,

Very cold to-day.
, _ A. M. PeNNocCK,
S Fleet Captain and Commandant Station.
Brigadier-General James A. GARFIELD.

711°—N W B—voL 24—10——708
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitoir, U, 8. Ravy, transmitting report of
the commanding officer of the U, 8, 8. 8t, Clair regarding attack on fleet

under convoy. :
U. S. S. LexiNatoN, April 16, 1863.

Sir: I send enclosed the report of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant
J. 8. Hurd, commanding gunboat S¢. Olair, relating to an attack on
a fleet under his convoy. .

Although I know Captain Hurd to be brave and efficient, I was
com )ellecf to make known to him my displeasure at the result.

You will see by his report that instead of having the towboats (the
slowest) in the lead, the most valuable cargoes in the most secure

lace, and the swiftest boats in the rear, as was my custom, and as I
Ead always enforced, to keep the line closed, that his very slowest
boats were in the rear, the most valuable boats in the front, and
would, of course, receive the first fire. The consequence was that
the Fairplay, guarding the rear, was not within supporting distance.
Again, after his supply pipe was cut and he had dropped down so
that his guns could bear, he should have let go his anchor and en-
gaged them till the Fairplay came up. I will guarantee the rebels
would not have stood long. Even had he been again compelled to
drop down, he could easily have done so with the current, besides he
{;al'd plenty of assistance near at hand that could have towed him

elow.

Even if we should suffer severely in one or two instances, it is better
for us in the future that it should be so, if we drive the rebels off.
Every little advantage the rebels gain over the gunboats gives them
encouragement and spurs them on to new exertions; but if in every
attack they are driven off, their men become demoralized and will
keep clear of the river.

Theie were two small propellers carrying private or sutler’s stores
burned on the river a short time ago, and as far as the boats were
concerned there was no one to blame but themselves; they were
ordered to remain at Donelson till the convoy came up, but instead
of heeding this order, after the gunboats had passed below with a
convoy and before they had returned with the next, they shoved off
and went on up the river. The consequence was the captains paid the
penalty of disobedience of orders by having their boats burned.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LeRoy Fircw,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D, PorTEr,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[ Enclosure, 1

o U. S. S. St. CLAIr,
Off Smithland, Ky., April 4, 1863.
Sm: I have the honor to report, in compliance with Captain
Pennock’s order (see telegram enclosed), 1. left  Smithland, Ky.,
with this vessel (accompanied by the Fairplay) at 10:80 o’clock
. m, March 81; arrived at Fort Donelson at 1 o’clock p. m. 1st
instant; found transports awaiting convoy; proceeded up the river
(see list enclosed) ; 9 o’clock a. m., 2d instant, arrived at Gower’s
Island, above which I did not apprehend any danger. ‘I headed
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downstream to convoy ‘(to Nashville) other transports and tow-
boats due from below. ~ R ,

My reason’ for doing thus was there were two barges loaded with
conl being towed up tho river which were drawing 74 fect water.
There was water encugh on the shoals, but the river was fulling and
it was very important to get them up before the water became too
low. Arrived at Fort Donelson at 4 o’clock p. m., found transports
and towboats awaiting convoy. I headed upstream; proceeded u
the river. At 10:80 o’clock p. m. arrived at Palmyra, and when o
the bluff immediately above town the enemy opened fire from the
top of the bluff upon two transports (lashed together) in the ad-
vance. They were then above the enemy’s battery, and so far as I
know proceeded up the river uninjured. This vessel was next in
line, next the Lumiénary (transport), next the towboats C. Miller
and J. W. Kellogg with two barges, then the Faéirplay. As soon as
the enemy saw their shots aimed at the advance transports were
ineffectunl, they turned their attention to this vessel with artillery
and small arms. The Luminary (next astern), and then off the
town, was fired into considerably with small arms. My guns had
been run out and prepared for action. I at once returned fire, and
the contest vwas spirited for a short time, when my supply pipe was
struck by a 12-pounder shell, which at once let the water out of my
boilers and ‘my vessel thereby became unmanageable and I dropped
back with the current. I hailed the Lwminary (Captain William-
son), who came‘alongside, took my vessel in tow, and towed me down
to Fort Donelson. » : ~

I am unable to estimate the forces of the enemy, but think them
in strong force (a deserter says 12,000). They had from 10 to 12
pieces of artillery, 6 to 12 pounders. This vessel was struck ‘six
times with artillery, doing some damage, but not serious, other than
cutting my supply pipe. I also received many shots from small
arms and some of canister.

When the firing commenced I was not more than 400 feet from
the enemy’s guns, and they were on the bluff at so great an elevation
I could not use my guns to an advantyage until I dropped down the
river, and the water was then all out of my boilers. li}l)'xee only casu-
alties to my officers or men. were Acting Master Foutty, who was
struck on the right knee by a 6-pounder rifle elongated shot, and one
boy slightly scalded. Acting'ﬁast_e’r George W. Foutty will lose
his right leg, and I fear it will prove fatal. He was sick; had not
been out of his bed but once during the day. When the firing com-
menced he at once got out of bed, went below, and was doing his
duty well at the time he received the wound. My officers and men
manifested courage and coolness uite commendable. ,

‘At the request of Mr. Foutty, I called the post surgeon at Fort
Donelson on board, and after consuliation it was thought best to place
him in‘the hospital at-the fort. - AT o

I found it unsafe to attempt to run down to Smithland with my
supply pipe so'imperfectly repaired. Applied to Colonel Lowe, com-
manding at Fort Donelson, for a towboat to assist me. He readil
ordered the J. W. Kellogg to my assistance. At 2:30 o'clock p. m.
got underway, stood down the river, and arrived at Smithland at 9:30
o’clock p. m, ’
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The Fairplay, Acting Master Groves, commanding, was not. near
enough to take part in the engagement, having in charge the tow-
boats and barges, but it affords me pleasure to represent the prompt-
ness and efficiency of Mr. Groves while convoying during the entire
trip. Herewith please find telegram just received from Captain
Pennock. '

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'J. S. Hunp,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Lieut. Commander LeRoy Frrcu, U. S. Navy, - '
© Commanding Third Division, Mississippz Squadron.

[ Bubeaclosure. ]
No. 1.] ' Carro, March 29, 1863.

Give convoy required at once, and telegraph Major-General Rose-
crans that I have so ordered you to do.
Two boats will, I think, be sufficient. .
. : - A. M. PenNocxk,
Captain, Commandant Station.
J. S. Huro, o . ,
Commanding U. S. Gunboat S8. Clair, Smithland, Ky.

Answer.] SMmitHLAND, Kx., March 29, 1863.
I am here with two gunboats ready to convoy troops up the Ten-
nessee by order of Captain Pennock. When willy troops be here
J. S. Huro.
Major-General RosEcrRANS,
Murfreesboro, Tenn.

No.2.] » : SMrrHLAND, KY., March 31, 1863.

Captain Fitch has not returned from Tennessee River. I have
been ready since yours of 20th was received, and tolegraphed General
Rosecrans accor: in%'l‘y; ‘have been waiting his movements. Shall I
send two boats up the Cumberland this evening? It is necessary. I

shall still-have two here ready to convoy troops.

Fleet Captain A. M. Pexnook, U. S. Navy.

J. S. Hurp.

No. 3.] - - Aoy March 31,

Send the two gunboats up Cumberland River, of eourse. It was
mfr intention to convgr troops from Nashville, You stated in your
tele

gram to-day that Captain Fitch had arrived. = . o
A. M. PeNNoOK,

Commandant of Station.
Acting Volunteer Lieut. J. S. Hurp, ., =~ o
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Answer.] . : ‘
I go up Cumberland at once with this vessel and the Fairplay.
Captain Fitch has not returned from the Tennessee River.
J. S. Huro,
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

‘[ Telegram,}

Mempnis, April 1, 1863.

I send you the within dispatch just received from General Dodge.
Furnish copy to Captain Pennock, fleet captain, and telegraph to
Rosecrans.” ' ' ‘

. There is'a pretty heavy show of cavalry on the left of our line
below Corinth and southeast of La Grange, and about 4,000, with two
batteries, south of the Tennessee; headquarters at Florence, [ Ala.].

Your obedient servant,
: ‘ S. A. Hurrsvr,

Major-General.
Brigadier-General N. B. Buroro,
Cazro.

[ Enclosure. ]
CorinTH, April 1, 1863.
The enemy are repairing all the bridges from Savannah east and
Florence north. They are also building a large number of boats in
several of the creeks. They also ‘guargl the line of the river from
Florence to Duck River, and now have heavy bodies of cavalry
massed near Mount Pleasant. Three gunboats have gone up the

river.
G”s : M. DODGE,
Brigadier-General.

Letter from Lieutenant-Commander Pitoch, U. 8. Navy, to Brigadier-General
Dodge, U, 8. Army, inviting cooperation against Florence, Ala.

U. S. Gu~soar LexiNeToN, April 1, 1863.

GENERAL: I have just returned from a trip up toward Florence. I
find a great many of the enemy’s cavalry near Tuscumbia Landing.
There was not water enough for this boat to get over Coulter’s [Col- .
bert] Shoals, but I sent a couple .of light boats above. They ap-
proached to within a few hundred yards of Florence and found the
eneny ‘in considerable force, with a small battery. As the river was
falling so. fast they were obliged to return below the Shoals the same
day. We captured some 15 or 20 of their horses and guns. .If the
river rémains as high as it is at present, I propose to bring up four or
five light-draft gunboats and try their -ﬁatmries. 1f they have a
heavy gun, we will soon know it after we get there. I expect to
retqmai';l‘e«s soon as we get ¢ogled and more ammunition, which
.will be in a few days. I may bring with me a small force of infant

{and a transport or two. If you feel like cooperating, I will provide
+.means for crossing cavalry at Savannah or for carrying infantry up
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with me. T will be happy to hear from you on my return, and will
do all T can to cooperate with or lend you any aid.
Very respect¥ 1ly, your obedient servant,
LeRoy FITOH,
Commanding Gunboats, Tennessee,
Cumberlond, and Ohio rvers.
Brigadier-General G, M. Dobgk,
Commanding U. S. Foroes, Corinth, Miss.

[Telegram.]

JorRINTH, April 2, 1863.
The gunboats Lewington, Silver Lake, and Robd shelled rebels out
of Florence Tuesday. Two batteries, one on each side of the river,
le slied to them. They destroyed the cotton factories this side of
Florence, and report about 2,000 rebels in that vicinity.
G. M. Dobgg,
Bmgadzer-General
Captain Henry Bindoreg,
Assistant Adyutant General.

[Telegram.]

NasuviLLe, April 3, 1863.
Colonel Boone telegraphs from Clarksville as follows:

The fleet gunboat St. Clair and transports Eclipse, Lum/mary, and Lizzie Mar-
tin were -fired into at Palmyra. Gunboat and Luminary perhaps taken., The
Eclipse arrived here disabled ; reports the adviance of rebels on this place. We
will hold until reinforced.

Wu. P. BOONE.
Roserr B. MrronELL,
B’rzgadwr General.
General GARFIELD,

thef of Sta/}‘

[Telegram. ] ’ ' e

NasuviLe; April 3, 1863.
I have ]ust received the followmg dispatch from OIarksvﬂle

Scouts 1eport that the gunboat and Lummary escaped capture 'I‘he rebels are
at Palmyra In force; have there a rifled 6 and smodoth 12 pounder, and ‘other
caliber not ascertained We must: have the slege guns ordered from this’ poat.
Send theru at once,

W, P, Boomi:

I have ordered the siege guns down.
RoBerT B Mrrom:m.,
Bmgadwﬁ(?eneral Oommandmg.
General GArrIELD,
OIuaf of Staff
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[{Telegram.]
’ Arpiv 3, 1863,
The fleet was attacked at Palmyra last night by the rebels, who
had six pieces of artillery. Have you any more news in regard to the
force in your front? General Dodge reports the rebels building
bridges east of Savannah and north of Florence, and building flat-
boats all along from Florence to the mouth of Duck River and hold-
ing the line of the Tennessee between those points. There seems to
be a consideirable force at Palmyra.
: J. A. GARFIELD,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

Major-General GraNGER, Franklin.

[Telegram.] :
: CorintH, April 3, 1863.
‘Will move on Tuscumbia “and take it in connection with you.
Shall have to move with infantry and artillery. Will have to bridge
Little and Big Bear rivers [creeks] ; therefore let me know in time,
so I can cooperate and be sure of success. It will take three or four
days for dispatch to reach me. Had not your forces by river better
communicate with Paducah, that we may be sure to start together?
Do not believe gunboats succeeded in driving out enemy or silencing
batteries at Florence. Heavy gunboats could not pass Coulter’s
[Colbert] Shoals. Will cooperate as you deem best and carry out
your plans. Please acknowledge receipt of dispatch.
: Donbgg,
Brigadier-General.

General (ARFIELD,
Chief of Staff.

[Telegram.]

, Carro, [Irn.], April 6, 1863.

(Received., Washington, 11:46 p. m.)
The Cumberland River, which has of late been infested with rebels,
has, as: I am informed by telegraph by Lieutenant-Commander Fitch,
been cleaned out,’and Palmyra, where they fired into the gunboat
St. Clair and crippled her; has been destroyed and not a house left.

: 4 : - A. M. PennNook

Hon. GipeoN WELLES.

Report of Lieﬁtemt-ﬁommander Fiteh, U, 8. Navy, of the destruction of
Palmyra, Tenn.,, and operations in Op;nberlagd nivgr.

U. 8. GuNBoAT LEXINGTON,
' Smithland, Ky., April 6, 1863.
Siz: I have the honor to report that on the 8d instant, while coal-
ing at this place preparatory to again ascending the Tennessee, I
veceived a telegram from Acting Volunteer Lieutenant J. S. Hurd,
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commanding gunboat S¢. Olair, that the fleet under his convoy had
been attacked at Palmyra, and that the S¢. Olair was disabled.

I got underway ilmnediateklsy and started up the river with the
Lewington, Brillunt, Robb, Silver Lake, and Springfield, having
been informed that the enemy was in strong force and had heavy
field batteries. Below Donelson 1 met the S¢. Clair being towed
down and followed by her consort, the Fairplay. I turned the Fair-
play back to follow me and proceeded on up. Arriving at Palmyra
I found the enemy had retreated toward Harpeth Shoals. I landed
o¥posite the town and sent a detachment on shore, under command
of Acting Master Fitzpatrick of this vessel, with instructions to burn
every house in the place and to allow no one under his command to
pillage or remove the smallest article. Just- after the boat landed
several stragglers from the guerrillas broke from their concealment
and ran. Our men fired on them, killing one and wounding another.

The town was burned ; not one house left. I had for some time been
suspicious of this place. One or two loyal men did live here, but were
driven out by the rebels. The town was one of the worst secession
places on the river, and as-unarmed transports were fired on from the
dwellings, I gave the people the full benefit of your order, which I
trust will be a lesson to them in the future.

Enclosed I send you a letter from Port Hudson, which may, per-
haps, be of some little interest. : ,

I left Palmyra the same evéning with the transports and gunboats
for Harpeth Shoals. At Clarksville I landed and made arrange-
ments with the commandant of the post for infantry and cavalry to
accompany me, with a hope of being able to get in the rear of and
capture the enemy’s artillery. Pushing on up.I landed the soldiers a
few miles below Harpeth in the forenoon of the 5th and moved on up
with the.boats to draw attention, but much to my regret the enemy
had intimation of our approach and had again retreated, this time
back toward Charlotte. The cavalry followed them 6 miles back, but
not being able to come up with them returned, as it was not prudent
to venture farther with so small a force.

As the river was falling too fast for me to risk this boat over the
shoals, I sent the transports on to Nashville under convoy of three
light-drafts and returned to this place with a view of carrying out
my plans up the Tennessee.

It has always been my aim to have the means of communication
and times of meeting between the boats on this and the Tennessee
River so perfect that at a moment’s warning I -can, in case of neces-
sity, concentrate the entire force at any one point.. I em happy to
state that thus far I have been able to accomplish this, and hope to be
in future equally successful. o : 3

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
LeRoy FircH,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D, Porrer,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Roeport of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, with enclosures.

No. 180.] : Miss1ss1PPY SQUADRON, |
Yazoo River, Apml 11, 1863.
Sir: 1 have the honor to enclose herewith telegrams in relatlon to
operations on the Tennessee River.
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant
Davio D, POR'I‘ER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Oommanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gmron WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washmgton, D. C.

[ Enclosures.—Telegrams, ]

Carro, ILL., April 3, 1863.

General Hurlbut telegraphs to General Buford as follows:

The enemy.are repairing the bridges from Savannah east and to Florence
north. They are also bullding a large number of boats in several of the
creeks. They guard the line of the Tennessee River, and have large bodies of
cavalry near Mount Pleasant. This information is from General Dodge at
Corinth,

Telegraphic dlspatch from Fort Donelson says S¢. Clair was at-
tacked, put back, and disabled. Have you heard anything of it?

A. M. PeNNoOCE.

Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy FircH,
Smithland, Ky.

) )DMITHLAND, [Kx.], Apri 3, 1863.
Was in office at the time stated, but the rivers [wires] were down.
Could not work. What shall [ do with prisoners? Seven captured;
cavalry horses and mules, 23 in all; also wagons, cotton, etec. I can
P all here for a month if you qay so. Have plenty of forage and
a

ce to put them.
LeRoy Firch.

-

Commander Pennock,
Cairo, I11.

Carro, ILL., April 3, 1863.
S}up ‘the cotton to me, with mformatlon when and how ca.ptured
and to whom belonging, Turn the prisoners over to the army if
you think best. If you have reason for sending them to me, do so.
f you have use for the horses, mules, and W&%ODS, keéep them. ~If not,
turn them over to the army, taking receipt for them.

A. M. PeNNoOK.
A Lleutenant-Commander LeRoy Frrom,
szthland [&y.].
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SMrTHLAND, [K(y.], April 3, 1863.
Rebels coming in on Tennessee River in strong force at Florence.
Not water enough for the boats to get over Culvert [ Colbert] Shoals
just now. Sent a communication to General Dodge at Corinth,
First slight rise will pitch into them. Goudy was over, shelled their
camp for an hour and five minutes, with execution ; drove them out of
their camps. They have one 24-pounder and fieldpieces.
LeRoy Firca.

Commander PENNOCK,
Cairo, 1.

; SmiraLaND, [Ky.], April 3, 1863.

I think General Dodge and I can capture most of them on the
Tuscumbia side. Will have to send the Sélver Lake below in a few
days. Her gun platforms have all given away. Casemates recoil
in with the guns. Can not send her just now; will have to fight her a
little longer if casemates all give way. I need the cotton to protect
our boilers; the rest I can send below in her when I can spare her.

LeRoy Frron.

Commander PENNoCK,
Cairo, 1.

; SMiTaLAND, [Ky.], April 3, 1863.

I destroyed over 20 new flatboats last trip up Tennessee, and
in the creeks found some stored in warehouses under corn. Chopped
“them all up. Robb and Sélver Lake were in sight of bridge at Flor-
ence. IHad not commenced repairs. No large force on the river be-
low Florence. Goudy desires a good boat; he and Hurd are my best
officers. Please order Argosy and the Covington to go to Fort*gonel-.
son. I will be near there. No danger below that place. Anything

further ¢ ' , ,
‘ - LrRoy Fitom.
Commander PeNNock, :
Cairo, IU.

Cairo, IvL., April 3, 1863.

Go ahead and whip them out on both rivers. Follow the admiral’s
instructions as far as possible. Communicate freely with the army
officers with whom you cooperate, Lét ine hear from'you by every
opportunity by telegraph. Leave instructions at Smithland and

aducah, should you deem necessary, for such’.gunboats as may be
sent you. Will reinforce you as fast as I ‘can get the boats ready.
Men on new boats will need constant drilling. Argosy has left too
late to give instructions to her. Nothing further.

: o -+ A, M. PeNNocE.

Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Firoms,
: Sméthland, Ky.
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Caro, ILL., April 3, 1863.
The Argosy leaves to-night and the Cowvingfon to-morrow night,
with orders to report to you at Smithland. Hurd is fo have the
Covington. Qriswold, the present captain, send back here when you
can spare him. I want him to command another boat. Executive
officer of the Argosy understands his business. Queen City, sister
boat to Covington, Goudy will command.
A. M. PENNOCK.

Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Firon,
Smithland, Ky.

SmitHLAND, [K¥Y.], April 3, 1863.
Just received telegram from Captain Hurd. Was engaged at Pal-
myra. Mr., Foutty badl woundeé). ~ Rebels in force there with bat-
ter{. His machinery shightly disabled. I leave in ten minutes for
Palmyra with all the boats. Will WhiP them out. I have not time
now to complete my written report; will send it soon as possible.
Please hurry up our other boats. We need them now. Plenty fun
in other river, as I understand no troops to bé convoyed Tennessee
just now. 1 believe Geeneral Rosecrans has concluded not to send any.
- . v “ LeRoy Firch.
Commander PENNOCK,
: Cairo, 111.

———

o o SyrraLAND, [KY.], April 6, 1863.
Captain Fitch [and] I found the enemy in force at Palmyra last
evening. Foutty is seriously wounded. My machinery is crippled.
Come up with the Lewington as soon as possible. 5 S H
: S J. S. Huro.

: ‘ LeRoy Firca.
Commander PenNocCK, ; .
: Cairo, I1L.

, . ~ SmrrHLAND, [Ky.], [Apri] 6, 1863.

- Have returned. from Harpeth Shoals; river all clear just now.
Enemy left Palmyra for Beatstown [Betsy Town)] Landing; got
their batteries in position, heard of our approach, and left in haste for
Charlotte.. . Found a few stragglers in Palmyra; killed two or three;
burned the town’; not a house left; a very bad hole; best to get rid of
it and teach the rebels a lesson. Landed at Beatstown c{Beﬂt}sy Town]
with infantry and cavalry from Clarksville; pursued the rebels 6
miles back ; it was not prudent to follow them farther. Sent the fleet
on up to Nashville under convoy of Brilliant, Robb, and Silver Lake.
Rémainéd'at Beatstown [Betsy Town] Landing with gunboats Lea-
ington, SMmgﬁeld,’ and one tfansport till infantry returned; near 10
E. m., Found a letter at Palmdyxfa from Port Hudson. Indianola
olow;n up sure, When will 8%, Clair be ready for service; also Queen
cooe oo LieutenamdsOomvmanders
Fleet Captuin A, M, PaNNoOK,
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Cairo, InL., April 6, 1863.

Congratulate you on your success. 8¢ Clasr and Queen City will
not be ready for three or four daﬁs. Send Gtoudy down if you can
spare him. Engage pilots, for I have not one here that I can send
you. Keep the Cumberland clear of the enemy. Go ahead and clear
the banks of the Tennessee.

A. M. PrNNoOOCE,

Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Frron,
Commanding Gunboat Lewington, Smithland, Ky.

Letter from Major-General Grant, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter,
U. 8. Navy, advising that the marine brigade be sent up the Tennessee.

HreapQuarTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSER,
Before Vicksburg, April }, 1863.

Apmirar: In view of information just received by way of Corinth
of the movements of the enemy in North Mississippi and Middle
Tennessee, I would respectfully suggest the propriety of sending the
Marine Brigade up the Tennessee ﬁlver to dgfe'xid that Jine.

The enemy are massing large forces of cavalry in front of Rose-
crans, and collecting all partisan rangers and loose companies of
cavalry on the line of the Tallahatchie. The road from Duck River
to Savannah, Tenn., is being put in good order. Everything portends
an attack upon Rosecrans with a powerful cavalry force to follow up
any success, and a raid from North Mississippi and Middle Tennessee
at the same time upon my forces and lines of communication in West
Tennessee. ; R N R

If this brigade is sent, T would suggest that General Ellet be in-
structed to keep his fleet well together, destroy all rafts; flats, skiffs,
and everything that can facilitate the crossing of the river. If on
arrival at the mouth of Duck River it should be found safe to land
with his-small force, he might to advantage proceed up that stream
fox;i some distance and destroy the ferries, etc., that he would probably
find. -~ :

I will instruct General Dodge, commanding at Corinth, to have a
watch at Hamburg Landing for the arrival of General Ellet, and
from that time the two could cooperate ‘to better advantage than
either could act upon instructions given from here.

Very respectfully, U.S.G
' . 8. GraNT
. Major—@e'r:e-ral.

Admiral D. D. Porrer,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Aéting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to. Brigadier-Genera) ‘Elet,
commanding Marine Brigade, to proceed up the Tennessee River in view of
expeoted attack. . o B

L U. S. Mississiep1 SQUADRON, April 4, 1863, .

Sir: Circumstances of a, serious nature render it necessary that

you sheuld c‘hﬂnmou; field of operations without delay to the Ten-
nessee River, There will be a wider field for your enterprise there,
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We have received news by way of Corinth of the movements of the
eneiny in North Mississippi and Middle Tennessee, and I wish the
Marine Brigade to proceed up the Tennessee with all dispatch and
defend that line. -

The rebels are moving large forces of cavalry in front of General
Rosecrans and“c‘ollectin%all partisan rangers and loose companies of
cavalry on the line of the Tallahatchie. The road from Duck River
to Savannah, Tenn., is being put in good order.

Everything portends an attack on Rosecrans with a powerful cav-
alry force to follow up any success and make raids from North Missis-
sippi and Middle Ténnessee.

he object in sending you is to defend the line of the Tennessee
River. You will destroy ‘all rafts, flatboats, skiffs, or canoes, and
destroy all the means they may have of transporting an army. Saw.
mills should be destroyed and lumber burned up.

If on apriving at the mouth of Duck River you should find it safe
to land there with your small force, you might with advantage pro-
ceed up that stream for some distance and destroy all the ferries.

When you arrive at. Hamburg Landing you will likely find a mes-
senger from General Dodge, who will cooperate with you and also
give you valuable information. _ .

You will keep your forces well together and not let them act in
detached parties. While your small force is massed, it will be very
effective; when divided, it might be soon used up. _

I am pushing a strong force of gunboats up the Tennessee River,
and your vessels will be able to lie securely under the protection of
their. guns,

If you have no pilots for the Tennessee River, you may find them
at, Cairo, or you can, by my authority, obtain one or two from the
gunboats on the Tennessee River.
Dispatch is the great object just now, to break up the ferries before
the enemy begins to cross. . '
I hope to hear, general, that you are doing good service there.
I will order the other rams to join you the moment they return,
or, if you should meet them on your way up, detain them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
A , . Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Brigadier-General A. W. Evrer,
: Commanding Marine Brigade, Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.] .
- , NasuviLue, 4dpril 6, 1863.

~ The gunboat commanders have issued orders to leave at 3 a. m.
to-morrow.. I have notified them of the order of General Rosecrans
that they should wait for orders, but they seem to pay no attention
to it. The river is falling rapidly and large boats may be caught

here.
S , Roserr B, MitcHELL,
j o ‘ Brigadier-General.
Lieutenant-Colonel C. Gobparp, 3 ,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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[Telogram. ]
CrarksviLLE, April 6, 1863—1: 45 a. m.
I have just returned from Harpeth Shoals. Found no force there.
Enemy about 600 strong. Cavalry, with two pieces of artillery, de-
parted before our arrival at his camp, 2 miles from the river, on the
Charlotte road. We pursued 3 miles farther, but could not reach
them. They went toward Charlotte. Gunboats found no force last
evening at Palmyra. They shelled and burned the place. No force
now known to be around here. Will report by mail in full.
Ww, P, Boone,
Colonel, Commanding Post.

Brigadier-General GArrIELD,
Chief of Staf.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. Na&y, régarding paper found
proving disloyalty of Doctor Marrable,

- U. S. GunBoAT LEXINGTON, -
Smithland, April 7, 1863.

Sir: Some time during the month of December, 1862, Whlle up the
Tennessee, I caught a Doctor Marrable spying around 'the gunboats.
I took him prisoner as a spy and sent him to Cairo, with what proofs

“amd—papers 1 could find.  From Cairo he was sent to Columbus
where he was released by the military commission; he, I presume,
giving proofs of his loyalty. :

At Palmyra the enclosed paper was found, which I think places
Doctor Marrable’s position beyond a doubt. ’What makes the case
the more aggravated, he has, or did have, free access to all our prin-

al camps. I wonder not that the rebels know so well our plans
gen such loyal men have unlimited passes.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LeRoy Fm'cn,
Lieutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter, :

Commanding Mwse&%ppz Squadron.

Report of Fleet ﬁabtain Pennock, TU. 8. Navy, forwarding information regarding
operations at Palmyra, Tenn.

OFFICE MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON -
Cairo, 1., April 8, 1863.
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of sundry tele-
grams * to and from Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, from which you
will be able to learn all the facts of an attack on the U. S. gunboat
St. Olair by the rebels at Palmyra and the subsequent destruction of
that town by Captain Fitch,
Very respectfully, your-obedient servant,
. A M PENNOOK
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrer, U S. Navy,
(’onwnandmg M, wmszppz Sguadron

|

* See pp. 73-715.
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Report of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, regardiﬁg- orders issued to
the Marine Brigade for duty in the Tennessee River,

U. S. MississipPl SQUADRON, -
« Yazoo River, April 9, 1863.

Sir: I kave the honer to inform you that T have ordered the Marinc
Brigade, under General Ellet, to proceed to Tennessee River for the
purpose of aiding to defend that line, destroy bridges, boats, ete., and
put down guerrillas, _ ‘

The brigade is apparently well organized and will, no doubt, do
good service. If we ever get into Vicksburg, they will return imme-
diately below to act in concert with the squadron.

The rams Monarch, Lioness, Horner, and Fulton will accompany
the brigade, making a respectable force, in addition to 12 gunboats
that will be shortly on the Tennessee River.

This is all we can do for General Rosecrans, and it is all he should
require, or. would require, if he will advance his troops as far as the
Mussel Shoals. ‘

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, %)ur obedient servant,

' Avip D. PORTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. GioeoNn WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy , Washington, D, C.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U, 8. Navy, regarding affairs at Cairo station,
transmitting copy of orders to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. Navy.

Orrice Mississiprt SQUADRON,
: Cairo, 1ll.,- April 12, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that General Ellet’s Marine
Brigade arrived at this place yesterday. I enclose herewith a copy
of my orders to Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, relative to his being in
the Tennessee River and to his cooperation with the brigade. I also
enclose, copies of a telegram to me from Major-General Rosecrans
of 12th instant and my answer thereto.

The gunboat Queen City left for the upper fleet yesterday. The
other boats here, viz, the E'mma Duncan, Silver Cloud, and Key West
No. 3, are being pusiled forward to completion as rapidly as possible.

The New National arrived here from -the fleet this morning with
dispatches, ete.  Your orders contained therein will be carried out
‘with all dispatch.

- Requisition has:been made for the blanks required in your com-
munication of 31st ultimo, and they will be forwarded as soon as
they can be procured. - , , B o
.hour'()rders in regard to leaves of absence shall be fully complied
with, . S ‘
.. The Curlew arrived here on the 29th ultimo, and left the same
evening with dispatches. . She was unavoidably detained here for a
few hours. = Some cotton had to be landed from her, and a few neces-
sary repairs made. I.sent her to the fleet with the least possible

delay.
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The Rattler left on the 3d instant for the squadron.

All the cotton réceived here (except that on the New National,
received this morning) has been turned over to the United States
marshal, in accordance with your instructions, A list of what had
been received up to the Ist of April was sent by the last opportunity.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

- A. M. PannNook,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Rear-Admiral D, D. Porriir, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Enclosure.]

ApriL 12, 1863,

Sir: T transmit herewith a copy of a communication to me from
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D, Porter, U, S, Navy, bearing date 4th in-
stant, which 1 have just received, and the instructions contained in
which you will be pleased to have carried out without delay. .

You will not, however, make any chaige in the commandin
officer of the Covington until T can communicate with the admira
on the subject, as-I think he is unaware that Licutenant Hurd has
already been placed in command of that vessel by his order,

You will observe that it is the admiral’s desire that you remain up
the Tennessee River, and that all the vessels that ean possibly be
spared for the purpose be sent up that river also,

The Marine Brigade, Brigadier-General Ellet commanding, has
been ordered to the Tennessee River. You will be pleased to co-
operate with General Ellet to the utmost extent of your ability. The
brigade is under the orders of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. PexNocCK,
_ Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.
Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fircn, U. S. Navy,
Comdy. Gunboat Lexington.

[Telegram.]

Carro, April 12, 1863.
General Rosrcrans: Marine Brigade will leave hero to-night or
to-morrow morning. It is not composed of gunboats, but of river
boats, musket proof. Brigade consists of one regiment of infantry,
one squadron of cavalry, and one battery of light artillery, four
guns, and is intended to act promptly against small bands near
river banks and in cooperation with gunboats, General Ellet has
special instruction for his guidance from Admiral Porter. Have

given General Ellet a copy of your dispatch.
‘ A. M. PENNOCR,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.
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[Telegram. ) ‘

CLARKSVILLE, April 15, 1863.

I have barricaded the ferryboat Lwcelsior with hay and used it
as a gunboat. Convoyed fleet above the [Harpeth] Shoals with it;
recovered the starboard gun from the wreck of the Sidell; dispersed
rebel band al the shoals who were waiting to fire on unprotected
boats, Captured several of the men belonging to Woodward’s com-

mand,
S. D. Bruce,
Colonel, Commanding.

Brigadier-General James A. GARrIELD,
. Chief of Staff.

Letter from Major-General Oglesby, U, 8. Army, to Major-General Hurlbut, U, 8.
Army, transmitting letter from Lieutenant-Commander Fitoch, U, 8, Navy,
in Tennessee River,

HeapQuarters Lerr Wing, SixteentTi Army Corrs,
: Jackson, T'enn, April 18, 1863.

Swir: The following dispatch was received this morning from
Corinth by messenger:

U. 8. GuNBoAT LeEXINaTON, April 16, 1863,

I have recelved your dispatches of the 1st and 3d Instant, There will be two
or four boats on the river all the time as long as there Is water, Our coal
depot 18 below; therefore the bonts will have to make trips down for fuel, but
will return as soon as coaled, unless urgent necessity compels me to send them
off on short temporary trips elsewhere, I would have been back here before
this huad it not been that my presence was required up the Cumberland., I
regret to say that the river I8 too low now, and has been for some time, for my
hoats to get over Coulter's [Colbert] Shoals, but I am anxiously awalting a
rise. The river I8 now rising slowly, but whether there will be watér enough
for a week yet to let us get over or not I can not say. I trust, though, there
will, I will be ready to take advantage of it. I have on this river at the
present time four of my best boats, This, I trust, will be sufficlent, as the
remalnder of the fleet 1s required to convoy transports on the Cumberland.
Should necessity require it, I could, for a short period, have more boats here,
With these four boats I ean carry about 2,000 Infantry, If the water will rise
sufficlently to let us over the shoals, I will guarantee to cut off thelr reinforce-
ments from the Florence side. We can soon drive them off or capture their
ontire force on the 'Tuscumbin side. I do not think, from what I can learn,
that there is a very heavy force now at Tuscumbia Landing. I am expecting
some transports up with troops from Nashville, and left two of the gunboats at
IFort Ienry to give them convoy. 1 wlll let you know as soon as I can get
over the shoals, and {f the troops do not arrlve from General Rosecrans, I
would suggest that, if you can send 2,000 infantry on the gunboats and cavalry
by land, we make a move without waiting, as the river is not likely to remain
long at a sufficlent stuge. [ do not think that there will be over one more rise
{his senson, and by walting too long we may lose our only chance at Florence
with the gunboats.

Many thanks for your kindness,

Very respectfully,
: L.k Roy KircH,
Licutenant-Commander.
Brigadier-General GRENVILLE M. Dobak, ‘
Commanding United Statcs Forces, Corinth, Miss,

P, 8.—I wlill try to keep you informed of my whereabouts, and will also send

you all the information I can gather. I expect to be between Duck River

711°—N W R—voOL 24-—10——6
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and Chickasaw for several days yet, unless the river agnin commences falling
rapidly. My instructions from Admiral Porter are: ‘‘ Go down as the river
falls,” and, of course, 1 ascend as it rises, -
Respectfully, yours,
R. J. OcLEsBY,
Major-General of Volunteers.

Lieutenant-Colonel HENRY BINMORE,
Assistant A djutant-Generaly Memphis, Tenn.

[Telegram. )

Jackson, April 18, 1863.
Scout in at Corinth reports Licutenant Fiteh, commanding Leax-
inglon, with two boats went up river at daylight yesterday morning;
thinks they reached EKastport last evening.,  Licutenant IFitch has
four of his best boats; ean earry about 2,000 infantry. ‘T'wo of hia
boats waiting at Fort Ienry to convoy transports, River rising
slowly, At dark last night Seventh Kansas had not reached Che-
walla,  Dodge took all cavalry from Corinth and Glendale, leaving
small detachments at Camp Davies and Chewalla,  Part of this has
been used as escort to messengers to Dodge.
R. J. OcLrsny,
Major-General.
Major-Genernl Hunwsur,

S

Report of Colonel Streight, U. 8. Army, regarding expected movement up' the
Tennessee River,

HeanpQuarTers ProvisioNatr, Briaane,
Savannah, T'enn., April 18, 1863,
Yonrs of the 14th is before me. I will move up the river at day-
light to-morrow morning. We have 130,000 rations on board for
vou; will halt at Hamburg for messenger from you, and if T do not
hear from you there I will proceed to KEastport, where’ I shall
endeavor to open communication with you. Ellet’s Marine Brigade
and four gunboats are with us,
I am, sir, your obhedient servant,
A. D, Streieur,
Colonel, Commanding.
Brigadier-General Grexvirie M. Dobak.

[Telegram. ]

Easrrorr Lanving, April 19, 1863.
(Via Corintfl, 7 p.m.)
T am at the mouth of Bear Creek cooperating with General Dodge,
who is now 9 miles up the creek, much disappointed at the non-
arrival of troops from below. Were expected last Thursday. Two
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gunboats have been waiting at Fort Henry over a week to give them
convoy. Is the river [Marine} brigade coming to assist us? If so,
it had better hurry on up. If it is not coming, please telegraph
General Dodge that he may not expect it. Our troops were engaged
all day 9 miles beyond Bear Creek. On arriving here found rebel
cavalry on the opposite side of the river exchanging shots with a
small squad of ours. Shelled; drove them off. Hope troops will
now soon arrive, The two boats waiting to give cotivoy will also be
needed soon if the river rises,
\ L.eRoy Frreu,
Licutenant-Commander.
I*leet Captain A, M. PeNNock,
Commandant of Naval Station, Cairo, 1L,

[Telegram, )

CoriNr, April 20, 1863—10: 30 p. m.

I have no doubt Dodge was joined by Streight and Ellet yester-
day. I send messenger to Hamburg to-morrow; to Ocono certain,
I expeet message from Dodge to-night or morning by Seventh
Kansas. I have 2,000 troops. I ean call in outpost, 1,000 more, for
defense of Corinth. Will hold, of course. CGunboats can’t reaeh
‘T'uscumbia before to-morrow, if then.

R. J. Oaresny,
Major-General,

-~

Gieneral HurLsur.

[Telegram, ]

HraAnpQuarTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Memphis, Tenn., April 20, 1863.
Move up to Corinth as you indicate, Push Fuller forward. Com-
municate with Colonel Streight, and let him move up to Dodge at
once, Order Ellet’s Marine Brigade as high as they dare go. Dodge
will find rations on the boats, % fear that dispatches sent to Dodge
have heen eaptured and the plan become known. The gunboats should
-be able to reach Tuscumbia.
S. A. HurLsur,

Major-General.
Major-General Ricuarp J. Ocressy,
Jackson, Tenn.

[Telegram.]

Corinrta, April 21, 1863—18 m.
Received dispatch from Dodge this morning, dated the 20th. The
Marine Brigade and Colonel Streight’s forces joined them on the
night 19th. It will take Streifht" two days to get ready. Only half of
his forces are mounted; will have to be mounted in the country.
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Ellet has no orders to report to Dodge. He is under orders, posted,
but will cooperate. Dodge will move Wednesday morning, to strike
the enemy at Tuscumbia on Friday. Streight is to move on this night
and go on his work, if Dodge will not require his support. Dodge
will have to remain there two weeks to cover Streight's operations,
(iunboats have not been able to get over the shoals yet, l)odﬁu had
a spirited fight on the 19th on his front, but reports no loss, Enemy
are very shy of him; has plenty of rations at Eﬂstport; gets forage
from the country; will destroy what he does not. use. He thinks the
- enemy will strongly reinforce. Will know to-morrow if gunboats can
go over the shoals,
R. J. OcLesBy,
Major-General,
- Major-General Hurisur,

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitoh, U. 8. Navy, regarding failure in pro-
posed cooperation with the Army on account of low water,

1. S, S, LexiNnamos,
: Fastport, April 22, 1863.

Sir: T have been waiting here for some ten or twelve days in hopes
of being able to get over Colbert Shoals and thence to Florence, to
cooperate with General Dodge, as spoken of in my letter of the 2d
instant. T am sorry to say, though, the river continues to fall. 1
will be compelled, therefore, to move this hoat below Big Bend
Shoals, and perhaps below Duck River Bar.  General Ellet was com-
pelled to move his boats below yesterday.

Three of the lighter boats, the Covington, Queen City, and Argosy,
will, however, remain with the transports until General Dodge re-
turns, unless the river continues to fall below 5 feet on the shoals;
they will then be compelled to drop down also. There will doubtless
be ahother good rise in a week or two. I will take good care to
improve it. :

} am happy to report the river comparatively quiet. The batteries
at and opposite Florence have been removed.

When I,nrrived here, T found guerrillas firing across the river at
some of General Dodge’s cavalry.” I fired a few shells among them;
they left and took over the hills; we have not been bothered since.

When I left General Dodge he was on Bear Creek, 9 miles ont;
had driven the enemy 9§ miles beyond, and is doubtless by this time
in Tuscumbia,

From what T can learn from prisoners and deserters there are not
over 3,000 troops in and around Tuscumbia, and they are there as a
guard, shipping corn, ete., to (ieneral Bragg’s army, now in front
of General Rosecrans. There are now 200,000 barrels of corn and
immense quantities of bacon in the Tennessee valley to be shipped
to the rebels; it is to cross the river above Mussel Shoals.

The enemy is not repairing the railroad bridge at Florence.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' LeRoy Frrcn,
‘ Licutenant-Comvmander.
Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Portkr, _ '
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Report of Lieuténant-Commander Fitch, U. 8. Navy, transmitting report of
commanding officer of U, 8, 8. Emma Duncan regarding engagement at Green
Bottom Bar, Tennessee River.

U. S. GunNBoaT LEXINGTON,
Hamburg Landing, April 28, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 24th instant, while
cruising down the river ahead~of General Ellet’s fleet, I met the
steamer E'mma Duncan, Acting Master Griswold commanding, com-
ing up to report his vessel for duty., Learning that he had been at-
tuckec :(}[v a field battery at Green Bottom Bar, and had 3 men badly
wounded, I proceeded on down the river, giving him orders to follow
me, in hopes of catching the rebels at or near the same place.

Enclosed I send his report; also the surgeon’s,

I passed the bar about dusk in the evening, but the enemy was
nowhere to be seen.  Being short of coaly I proceeded on dowh to Fort
Henry, where I procured some from one of General Ellet’s barges
and started back up the river the evening of the 26th instant.

Arriving at the foot of Green Bottom Bar about midnight, T an-
chored till morning, Still seeing nothing of the enemy, I proceeded
on up the river to meet and communicate with General Ellet,

The Kmma Duncan, remaining nearly a mile in my rear, caught a
ferry flat coming out of u creek. After I had passed, the guerrillasin
the at.f'um »d out and made their escape in the woods.

The flat, however, was destroyed and set adrift, I cruised on up
leisurely, keeping a good lookout for the enemy along the right bank,
but saw no signs of them till I arrived at Duck River Shoals, when
I heard musketry and urtilleri’ a short distance (not a mile) ahead.
I pushed on over the bar and met General Ellet’s fleet just at the
head of the shoals enguging the rebel battery. 1 was then in good
range and at once opened fire on the enemy, There was not room for
his boats to round to or to back out of the channel. He was therefore
compelled to push on over the bar before he could effect a landing,

I took the battery side and moved on up to cover his boats as much
as possible, at the same time raking the bank with our heavy guns.
The rum Monarch by this came in range and opened fire also.

As soon as I rounded the point the enemy fired a farewell shot at
one of the brigade boats, limbered up and were off. Some few sharp-
shooters remaining behind fired a few shots at a transport having on
board sick and wounded,

I followed on up the bank, throwing shell after them till T thought
them out of range, and ceased firing. By this time General Ellet had
landed and was pursuing them.

Several of the enemy were found dead on the bank, and many more
were dragged off in the woods. I should suppose that their loss in
killed and wounded is about 25 or 30.

1 believe Gieneral Ellet lost 2 killed and 1 wounded on his boats,
also some horses killed. N

About 11 p. m. I left General Ellet at the foot of the bar and pro-
ceeded on up the river with his boat and the Emmae Duncan to com-
municate with the fleet above. I arrived at Eastport in the afternoon
of the 27th instant, received a communication from General Dodge
at Tuscumbia. Enclosed I send a cogy of it,

I sent the transports below Big Bend Shoals, and remained at
Eastport, landing myself, with the gunboats Emma Duncan and
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Queen City till morning the 28th instant, in hopes of again bLeing
able to communicate with General Dodge before moving the trans-
ports out of the river. B
I then returned to Hamburg and, finding no means of communica-
tion there, sent the Covington and Emma Duncan back to Chickasaw
to wait till the morning of the 20th instant, and then, if no messengers
arrived from General Dodge, to report back to me at this place. I
will move down from here with the transports to-morrow,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LeRoy Fircu,
. Lieutenant-Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porrer,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

| Enclosures, ]

1. S. Gunsoar Exya Duncax,
Fort Heiman, April 2., 1863.

Stk: T have the honor to state that while on my way to report to
Licutenant-Commander IeRoy Fitch, senior officer, Tennessee River
Squadron, I was attacked at a place called Green Bottom Bar, on the
east bank of the river, early this morning (2 o'olock), by a strong
party of guerrillas with four pieces of light artillery. This place is
one of the worst in the river navigation, so the pilots-describe it. I
have given orders to my executive officer to go to general quarters for
the purpose of exercise at 2 o’clock a. m., as the crew had never been
drilled.  Had not been at quarters more than five minutes when the
enemy opened fire.  One shot (Shrapnel& came in forward through
the iron sheathing, struck the reinforce band of No, 1 gun, first di-
vision, and exploded, mangling the right arm of 2 men and the left of
another to such an extent that immediate amputation was decided
upon by the surgeon, which was successfully performed. When
close abreast the. enemy, I ordered the pilot to stop the ship, as 1
wished to engage I)romfside on, but he reported the channel too nar-
row to work the vessel in that position. I aecordingly went ahead,
using my broadside guns as longiv as they could be brought to bear,
Having reached a good position, I brought my stern guns into action,
and, I think, though it was very dark, with nothing but the flash of
the guns to reveal their position, they did good service, as in a short
time the enemy used but one gun and soon ceased firing entirely.
My attention was then called to the fact that the enemy were making
signals—burning a red and blue light—which were answered on the
western bank' in a bad place (the pilot said). I immediately ordered
. the pilot to go ahead under full steam, and shelled the woods on both
sides in those places that were suspicious, but elicited ho response
though lights were seen moving about, and in one place a number of
camp fires, On inspection, it was found that the enemy had hulled
ug seven times, One shell came in aft and burst over the heads of the
second division, tearing away -the hammock carline and the cabin
floor, but did not injure materially a man; others came through the
wheelhouse, causing but little damage, however. 'The cabin and ward-
foom suffered badly in their light work. _

As the enemy conld not be found, I proceeded up the river and,
pursuant to order, reported to Lieutenant-Commander LeRoy Fitch,
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commanding gunboat Lewington. As he was coming down to this
place, I was ordered to follow him. On passing Green Bottom DBar
nothing was to be seen of the enemy.

My pilots say it was without doubt Forrest's light artillery. They
were evidently well drilled and their sharpshooters skillful. -

I also beg leave to state that the conduct of my officers and men
was highly honorable to themselves and creditable to the service, as
few if any of them had ever been under fire before. ‘

I have the honor to remain, most respect fully, your obedient servant,

Wirtiaym N. Griswoun,
Acting Master, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davio D, Porrer, U, S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

HEADQUARTERS,
Twscumbia, April 24, 1863,

I enclose dispatches for Corinth, which please send down and de-
liver, retaining cavalry until you return with answers. We took
this place to-day, also Florence; had some eannonading there and
also a severe fight at Leighton, in which we cleaned them out.

I do not think that there is any battery between here and you, I
desire you to stay at Eastport as long as possible; it will be a great
help to me in returning my command.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(. M. Dobag,
Brigudier-Gleneral,
Japtain Frecw,

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U, 8, Navy, regarding the disposition
of captured cotton,

U. S. S, LexiNgToN,
- Fort Henvy, April 26, 1863,

Sir: Your dispatches and general orders relating to cotton, etc.,
received.

The cotton I took was in a country infested by guerrillas, and was
likely to go into the rebel army.

It was entirely out of the reach of any public agent acting without
a force to protect him,

I sent it to Cairo to the fleet captain, subject to your orders. In
future T shall be guided entirely by your (.n'(fers just received. Most
of the horses were captured from the guerrillas, with their saddles on,
carbines and canteens slung to them. They I deem lawful prizes,
although we were compelled to land to effect it. General Ellet is
now iir the river with his brigade and will doubtless attend to cotton
mills, ete., out of my reach and doing work for the rebels, I will
give him all the information regarding them that I can,

In consequence of the boats being required on this river now con-
stantly, I am having the greater portion of our coal brought up to
this p{uce and will establish a depot for that purpose here.
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We now have telegraphic communication here, but will have to
send to Paducah for mailunatter.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

LeRoy Fircn,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Acting Rear-Admiral Davio I, Porter,
: Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

[Telegram.)

HeanQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CoORPs,
_ Memphis, Tenn., A pril 29, 1863.
Dodge is at Tuscumbia,  Streight was to leave on Saturday. He
is short of horses and mules, ave had no message from Dodge
since Saturday.  Marine Brigade left Humburg on Friday; had a
sharp skirmish at Duteh [Duck] River.  Gunboats and transports
left to-day.” Girierson’s Sixth Illinois Cavalry have destroyed 20
miles of railrond between Jackson and Meridian,  They have not
vet returned.
S. A. Huresur,
Major-General,
Major-General W. S, RosecraNs,
Murfreeshoro,

{'I'elegram )

e

: Corizri, April 29, 18636130 p. m.
Scouts in from Hamburg report that all the gunboats (five) and
all transports (nine) left Hamburg at 11 o'clock to-dny to descend
the river, to return no more,  The Marine Brigade left last Friday.,
Had severe fight at mouth of Duck River, Three gunboats that
came up with the order for Stanley and gunboats to go out had also
encountered light battery and had fight at same place. Dodge took
rations of bread and meat; balance of stores were taken back on
transports. This leaves river open again, [ shall have to com-
municate with Dodge through country—-50 miles.  No other informa-

tion to-day.
R. J. OcLesny.
Major-General Huxesur,

[Telegram. )

i GALLATIN, April 30, 1863.
A gunboat and four transports were coming up the river this morn-
ing; the rebels fired into them, and one transport ran on a log and
sank. One-third of her cargo can be saved. I shall go to her relief
immediately, There were 200 men, with officers, on the fleet, and only
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30 armed, and when they arrived here they were cut of ammunition.
I shall supply them. The fleet was going to Carthage.

- E. A, Paing,
Brigadier-General,
Brigadier-General GARFIELD,-
Chief of Staff.

[Telegram.) -

CiNcinNaTL, Onto, April 30, 1863.
(Received 1:18 p. m.)
The light-draft. gunboats James T'hompson, Liwchange, and Ken-
wood are about ready for service. They are very much needed on
the upper Ohio, Kanawha, and Big Sandy. Can you authorize their
use in these waters until some three or four others can be fitted u
for that purpose, if you think the interests of the public service will
authorize the ﬁtting out of boats for these waters?
‘T'he naval department here stutes the work can be done at once if
it receives the necessary orders, ete, B
A. E. Burnsibg,
Major-General.
Hon. GineoN WenLks,

[ Telegram, )

Navy Derarrment, May 1, 1863,

Your telegram is received. The three gunboats named and other
light-draft vessels have been purchased upon the urgent request of
(ieneral Rosecrans for such vessels in the Cumberland and Tennessee
rivers, The Department would not like to divert them from this
service without his consent.

Captain Pennock, senior officer at Cairo, has authority to provide
steamers for the Western waters when the exigencies demand it. It
is suggested that you communicate with him,

GipeoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Major-General Asprose K. Burnsiog,
Cinctnati, Ohio.

| Telegram.)

GarvaTiNg April 80, 1863—8:156 p. m.

I have just returned from the wreck., The boats were fired upon
by soldiers and citizens with muskets and rifles. The gunboat re-
turned the fire. The rebels had no artillery. The pilot or some other
officer must have been frightened and carelessly ran the boat on a
log. It was loaded with bread mostly. I think I can save 100 boxes.
I sent one regiment across the river to go down, and sent down my
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flatboats to unload the wreck. I expect a fight on this side. The
unboat was out of ammunition. 1P furnished what was required
rom the magazine.
E. A. Paing,
Brigadier-General.
Brigadier-General GARFIELD,

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Fitch, U, S.-Navy, announcing arrival at
Fort Henry, convoying transports,

U. S. S. LexiNgron,
Fort Henry, Apiril 30, 1863,

Sir: I left Hamburg yesterday and brought down with me all
the transports. 1 met with no opposition whatever in ~oming down.
At Waverly Landing saw some four or five rebel cavalry.

It is reported that Van Dorn is at Waverly with all his force.
If so, he 1s doubtless preparing to attack Fort Donelson or try to
blockade this river or the Cumberland, I will watch him closely.

I'rom present appearance I think there will be water enough in
this river for this boat to run up as high as Hamburg till the Iatter
part of June.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LxRoy Frreu,
Licutenant-Commander.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davio . Porrer,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Brigadier-General Ellet, commanding Marine Brigade, regarding
expedition in Tennessee River and engagement with the enemy at the mouth
of Duck River.

HeapQuarTers M. M. Bricapg,
Flagship Awbocrat, April 30, 1863.

I have the honor to report that, in compliance with instructions
received from Admiral Porter, I proceeded with my command up
Tennessee River to Eastport, Miss.,, without interruption from the
enemy. Returning in consequence .of low water, I made several raids
into the country and destroyed a number of important mills and
considerable amount of subsistence supplies belonging to the enemy.
At the mouth of Duck River my boats were attacked by 700 cavalry,
with two pieces of artillery, commanded by Major Robert M, White,
of Sixth Texas Rangers. The fight was spirited for a few moments
only, The enemy was driven off and pursued some 12 miles in the
interior, with the loss of Major White, mortally wounded and left
near the field, 1 lieutenant, and 8 men. They carried off a large
number of wounded in wagons and on horses. We buried their dead.
Our loss was 2 men killed and 1 wounded.
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The west bank of the Tennessece River was lined with refugees,
who have been driven from their homes for love to the Old Union.
I exhausted my supplies in providing for their necessities.

The Tennessee River is too low for my boats to operate in with
safety. My order from Admiral Porter does not provide for this
emergency. I shall hope to receive instruction from the Department.

- Avrrep W. ELLEr,
Brigadier+General, Comdg. Mississippi Marine Brigade.

Hon. Epwin M. StaNTON,
Secretary of War.

Report of Fleet Captain Pennock, U. S. Navy, regarding general
matters connected with the station at Cairo, 1L,

U. S. Mississiept SQUADRON,
Cairo, I, January 1, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the U. S. gunboat Linden
arrived here on the evening of the 29th ultimo, and I am fitting out
her, as well as the S#lver Lake and Glide, with all possible dispatch,
I have put Lieutenant Woodworth in command of the @lide, which
I shall send down this evening with two barges of.coal (20,000 bush-
els) and by which T forward dispatches and other communications.
I have placed on board the G(lide all my available men, and am now
powerless for want of more. ~ |

I proceeded in the Silver Lake to Columbus according to my inten-
tion expressed in my communication of the 27th ultimo. The gen-
eral commanding at Columbus wished to consult me about sending
a gunboat to Fort Pillow to convoy some troops, as he was fearful
that there would be some interruption by the way, He also informed
me that he had given orders for the cevacuation of Hickman and
New Madrid, which I very much regretted. I fear if those and other
prominent points are not strongly garrisoned that we may meet with
interruption in sending down supplies, . ~

Lieutenant:Commander LeRoy Fitch sent down two prisoners a
few days since charged with being rebels. I have hande({ them over
to the provost-marshal, with a copy of the charges against them.
Captain Fitch also telegraphed me that he had been obliged to
bring down the boats to Paducah, but that the Tennessee River is
now rising, He will send up a portion of his fleet with the rise. I
enclose copies of telegrams received from General Wright, with my
answers, as well as a copy of a telegram from Lieutenant-Commander
Fitch to myself on the subject.

I am glad to be able to inform you that all the sick have been
discharged from the hospital at Mound City who can be paid off.
We are now waiting for funds to enable us to discharge the remain-
der, and are therefore unable to give the hospital [up] yet. ,

As soon as I heard that the Pollard had broken down near Island
No. 21, I chartered a steamer (the Stormm) as soon as possible, and
sent her down to tow the coal barges to their destination,
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The New National is at St. Louis loading with provisions for
Memphis, together with stores for the foundry., When she arrives
here ?shall send down Acting Master Neeld with her. ,

Fleet Surgeon Pinkney arrived here yesterday and will proceed to
the fleet as soon as he can regulate matters in his department here..

I am informed by Captain Badger that the Mississippi is wrising
rapidly and that the Choctaw and Lafaiyette will be sent down here
according to your orders, although unfinished. -

I telegraphed a few days since to Lieutenant-Commander Foster,
commanding U. S. gunboat Chillicothe, to leave no measire untried to
get that vessel through the locks. He informed me by letter to-day
that he has taken the necessary measurements himself, and that the
breadth of beam of the Chillicothe is 8 inches greater than the width
of the locks, and that it was impossible to get her .through.

I enclose a communication irom Mr. Bickerstafl relative to the
engineers of the Linden, and also send you the appointments which
have been received here for the engineers whose names were first
cent here by Mr, B~

I enclose n copy of a letter from a Mr. R. O. Warenner, relative
to certain indebtedness of Acting Master Flanner, of the New &'ra,
together with my answer thereto.

Fhe W. /1. Brown has just arrived from below (January 2, 11
a. m.). I find that her boilers are badly burned, and that she will
have to be repaired, which will be done as soon as possible,

I received a telegram to-day from St. Louis, from Acting Volun-
teer Licutenant Jumes Laning, stating that the Lafayette left that
place for Cairo yesterday at 12 m. Bept.h of water 1n channel, 12
feet.

The gunboat Glide, Acting Licutenant Woodworth commanding,
will leave early to-morrow morning (Saturday, January 8) with
coal, and the New Era and tug Tvy will leave also, under Lieutenant
Woodworth’s orders until they reach the squadron.

Jan uarg{ 2, 10 o’clock p. m.—The Wilson has just arrived from St.
Louis with beef, and wil71 proceed down the river with the Glide and
other boats, The master of the Wilson reports that he passed the
Lafayette at anchor last night about 40 miles below St. Louis.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. M. PennNock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

{Telegram,]

Carro, January 1, 1863.
Captain [George] Brown and yourself have authority to appoint
for Duchess, Florvence, and Mary AMiller.
A. M. PeNNocK,
Fleet Captain and (ommandant of Station.
Acting Master A. S. Bowen,
Naval Rendezvous, Cincinnati, Ohio.

4
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Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. 8. Navy, requesting a
S cutter for the U. 8. 8. Louisgville.

Co U. S. S. LouisviLLe, January 1, 1863.

Sir: I respectfully request that one of the cutters belonging to
Cairo e given to this vessel, as she lost one (beyond repair on board)
in a collision with the Cincinnati on the 27th ultimo.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
E. K. Owenx,

. : Lieutenant-Commander.
Rear-Admiral D. D. Porrter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from K. B, Pike to Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy,
regarding the taking by the Army of the steamer David Tatum.

Gavoso House, Mempwis, Jenuary 2, 1863.
Sir: General Tuttle took my boat (David Tatum), saying his
authority was above yours, etc.
I shall have a boat'in six or eight days; shall proceed to the squad-
ron at once.
Yours, respectfully,
E. B. Pike.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D_PorrEr,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, regarding the
seizure by guerrillas of the steamer Blue Wing.

No. 3.] U. S. Mississipet SQUADRON,
Yazoo River, January 3, 1862 [1863).

Sir: I have been informed that a steamer called the Blue Wing
was fired into by a party of guerrillas, and that the captain ran into
the bank and delivered her up. She had two of our coal barges in
{ow, one of which was picked np by Lieutenant-Commander Self-
ridge, who is guarding the mouth. The other barge and the steamer
have not been heard of yet, having disappeared. There is no doubt
of comﬁlicity on the part of the captain. I believe there were some
dispatches on board for me. I don’t know whether they were de-
stroyed or not. The captain says they were.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. : Davip D. Porregr,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gipeon WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant-
Commander Shirk, U. S. Navy, regarding the duty of keeping the
White and Arkansas rivers closed.

- JANUARY 3, 1863.

~ Sir: You will proceed to the -mouth of the Arkansas River and
keep the Conestoga there while you repair your steam pipe. When
that is finished let the C'onestoge proceed to Memphis and make what
repairs she may need and return without delay to the mouth of the
Arkansas,

The light-draft New Era has been ordered to stop at Napoleon.
If she has not received the order, detain her.

The ram Lancaster will also join you. When the New E'ra arrives
send her up to the mouth of White River now and then.

Your duty will be to keep the Arkansas and White rivers closed.
I send a mail by you which you will forward by the Conestoga.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Davip D. PorrtEr,
. 14 . ¢ ! [ ’
Acting Rear-Addmiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Jas., W, Suirk, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. 8. Lewvington.

[Telegram.]

Car1ro, January 3, 1863.
Services of Chillicothe much needed. Get her down as soon as you
can with safety. What do the pilots report about depth of water?
Answer.
A. M. PenNock,
Fleet Captain and Commandant of Station.

Lieutenant-Commander J. P. FosTEr,
Commanding Chillicothe, Jeffersonville, Ind.

Report of Lieutenant Bishop, U. S. Navy, regarding affairs at Mem-
phis naval station.

U. S. S. GENERAL Brace,
Memphis, Tenn., January 3, 1863.

Sir: I respectfully report that I have made as much headway as
possible with the repairs of this vessel. I have been much embar-
rassed for want of material. I sent my paymaster to Cairo the day
after you left, with requisitions for material and money. Captain
Pennock refused to approve the requisition for money, and I have
been unable to pay the workmen at the end of the month, as you
ordered. I have no funds on hand for that purpose.

Mr. Rowe, the master machinist, has been making requests to be
permitted to move into thc commandant’s house. 1 desire to know
whom you wish to occupy it; the house is now empty, and I have sta-
tioned a guard around 1t. ~
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I will get this vessel so that she can be moved under steam in a
week, but can not complete the repairs until material is received
from Cairo. '

I have proceeded with the inventory of property as rapidly as pos-
sible and have gotten through with the machine shops now in use.

As some of our vessels have been captured and others fired into
I have notified the Treasury agent of the fact and sent him a cop of
that part of your order in relation to stopping steamers from trading
below Helena.

I am sorry I was unable to put contrabands on board the light-
draft gunboats as they passed down. 1 could not get them from
the Army as I anticipated. ‘

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JosHua BisHop,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral\D. D, Porter,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Yazoo River.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-
Commander Brown, U. S. Navy, to proceed with the U. S. 8.
Indianola to Louisville, Ky.

JANUARY 3, 1863,
Sir: You will proceed with the /ndianola to Louisville and be ready
to pass the falls the first rise in the river. From what I can hear -
of the water, your vessel should have been at Louisville before this

time.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D. Porter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

Lieutenant-Commander Geo. Browx, U. S. Navy,
‘ Cincinnati, Ohio,

Instructions from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Liecu-
tenant Prichett, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Tyler, while in
temporary command at the mouth of the Yazoo River.

Mourn or Yazoo River,
January 4, 1863.

Sr: You will remain in command until my return and watch this
river. You will observe the utmost vigilance, so thal, nothing shall get
in or out. You will take charge of all the vessels left behind and
anchor your vessels so that the Samson, Champion, and mortars will
be completely covered. ;

The 7'yler will run up toward Old River now and then, to see what
is going on, looking out for torpedoes. I am going to remove some of
the vessels to Milliken’s Bend. If any suspicious-looking vessel is
seen to go up that way, the 7'yler will follow her at once.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, '
‘ Davio D. Portegr,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. Mississippi Squadron.

Lieut, Comdg. James M, Priouert, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Tyler.
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Volun-
teer Lieutenant Shaw, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Juliet,
to proceed to Helena for coal. -

JANUARY 4, 1863.

Sir: You will proceed to Helena with all dispatch and return again
‘to the mouth of White River with a barge of coal. If you meet any
coal coming down, tell the captain of the tow to stop at White River
if there is a gunboat there; if not, to stop at the mouth of the Arkan-
sas. If you meet any other vessel (except the Rattler), tell the com-
mander to veturn and take a coal barge from Helena, if there is one
there. Mention to all vessels of war you meet coming down to stop
at White River, and do not mention to anyone in Helena that the
fleet is coming up, and put your officers on their guard.
If you meet any gunboat this side of Napoleon, tell the commander
to anchor until I come along and to be ready to return with me.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D. PorTER,
- Acting Bear-Admiral, Comdg. Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Vol. Lieut. Epwarp SHAw, U. S. Navy,
, Conmunanding Juliet.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, to Lieutenant
Wilson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Mound City, in case of
arrival of mortars.

JANUARY 4, 1863,
If coal should come down, let it stop here and fill up all the vessels.

If the mortars come, anchor them inside of you and under your guns.

If fresh provisions and ice come, do the same, and use them. en

I am able I will send & light-draft vessel to convoy them to the mouth

of the Yazoo.
Davip D. Porter,
‘Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant Commanding Byrox WirLson, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. 8. Mound City.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Licutenant
Wilson, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Mound City, to proceed
to Milliken’s Bend.

JANUARY 4, 1863.

Sir: You will proceed to Milliken’s Bend and anchor under the
point in slack water, if possible, on the right hand side going up,
where you will guard such of our vessels as I may leave there and
carry out strictly General Order No. 4.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: Davip D. PorTEr,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant Commanding Byron WiLson, U. S. Navy,
, Commanding Mound City.
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Report of Lieutenant Bishop, U. 8. Navy, commanding at Memphis,
regarding the movement of mortars down the river in tow of
steamer Stephen Bayard.

... .."U.8. S. GeneraL Bragg,
Memphis, Tenn., January 4, 1863.
Sir: I have chartered the steamer Stephen Bayard and have started
her down the river with four mortar boats in tow. T have chartered
her -at the same rates the Quartermaster of the Army was paying

($150 per day, the Government furnishing fuel).

The vessel had on board 1,500 bushels of coal and 30 cords of wood.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘ Josuua Bisnor,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porteg, , )
Commanding Mississippi Squadron, Mouth of the Y azoo.

2}

Report of Acting Ensign W heelock, U. 8. Navy, requesting instMc-
tions for his guidance as naval member of board of trade at Helena,
\ .

Ark. :
Hevena, Ark., January 4, 1863.
Sir: I was sent up to Memphis with the steamer M3:ll Boy and ar-
rived here too late to report myself to you. I was appointed one of
the board of trade at this port, to represent the Navy, and have ac-
cepted the position with the consent of the different commanders of
the fleet at this port. My principal duties have been to examine all
clearances of vessels arriving and departing from this port, to see
that they have the clearance from the naval officer at Memphis; also
that they do not carry any contraband goods. There seems to be
some collision between the naval and military as to who controls the
navigation, and should you approve of my remaining here, I should
be p%aased to have something official to guide me. Awaiting orders,
I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
: E. W. WHEELOCK,
' Acting Ensign, U. 8. Navy.
Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter,
: Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Report of dcting Master Smith, U. S. ijg,z forwarding chart of
proposed canal between the Ii[z'ssz'ssz'ppi ever and Lake Provi-
dence.

‘ U. S. GunsoAT LINDEN,
Off Lake Providence, J anuary 4, 1863.
Swk: Please find enclosed a chart of the proposed canal to run
from the Mississippi River to Lake Providence. The time required
for the construction of this canal will be one week from yesterday,
when the men first broke ground. '
I remain, your obedient servant,
‘ Twos. E. Smrrh, .
, - Acting Master, Commanding.
Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porreg,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron,
T11°—N W B—vor 24—10-—T :
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Combined operatioAns connected with the capture of the Post of
Arkansas (Fort Hindman), Ark., Janvary 4—-11, 1863. B

General Order No. 29.
JANUARY 4, 1863.

If the vessels find coal at Napoleon, they will stop and supply
themselves; if not, rendezvous at the mouth of White River. Let
the transports do the towing, and save all the coal possible. Take
in wood when convenient.

Davip D. PorTeg,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississtppi Squadron.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Colonel Ellet, commanding
Ram Fleet, to report with the U. 8. ram Monarch at mouth of Arkansas
River, °

JAaNuARy 4, 1863,

CorLoNEL: You will join me with the Monarch at the mouth of
Arkansas River. Leave the rest of the rams under the charge of
Lieutenant-Commander Prichett, of the U. S. S. 7'yler, who will give
them instructions.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D. PorTer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Colonel CHuas. R. EvvLer,
Commanding Ram Fleet.

v

-

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Colonel Ellet, commanding
Ram Fleet, to report at mouth of White River.

JANUARY 4, 1863.
CoLoNEL: Join me at the mouth of White River as soon as possible
with the best ram you have. . ,
Let the arrangements we made yesterday go on, and what rams are
left let them report to the commanding naval officer at the Yazoo
River. If you want towage, hoist a red flag.
Very respectfully, \
Davip D. PorteRr,
Acting Rear-Admdral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Colonel ELLET,
Commanding Ram Fleet.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Bache, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Cincinnati, to proceed to mouth of
,Arkansas River. »

JANUARY 4, 1863.

Sir: You will proceed to the mouth of the Arkansas River; if 1
am not there before you, anchor and take in coal if there is any.
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Transports are appropriated to tow up the ironclads. Take the
first that offers.
A red flag means, “I want towage.” Save all the coal you can
while being towed.:
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, -
Davm D. PorTer, .
Commanding Mississippt Squadron.
Lieutenant Commander Geo. M. Bacug, U. S. Navy, '
' Commanding U. 8. 8. Cincinnati.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. §. Navy, to Lieutenant Smith, U. 8.
Navy, to assume command of the first division of light-draft vessels.

) JANUARY 4, 1863.

Sir: You will take command of the first division of light-draft
vessels, consisting of the Rattler, Marmora, Romeo, Juliet, Glide,
Springfield, New Era, Signal, and will see that they conform to the
general orders, herewith enclosed. See them furnished with all that
is necessary to make them efficient. The Forest Rose will also be in-
cluded in your division for the present. A

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. v Davip D. Porrzg,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant Commanding Watson SmitH, U. S. Navy.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, naming vessels belonging to
the first division.

JANUARY 6, 1863.
The following vessels will compose the first division of light-draft
boats, under the command of Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith,
and the commanders will report to him without delay: Rattler, Juliet,
New Era, Marmora, Glide, Signal, Romeo, Springfield, Forest Rose.
Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Major-General McClernand, U, 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral
Porter, U. 8. Navy, transmitting copy of instructions sent to the Army of the
Mississippi. . ‘ v . ) ,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI,

Steamer Tigress, January 6, 1863.
ApmiraL: I have the honor to transmit for your information a
copy of the instructions * communicated to the general commanding.
the two army corps of the Army of the Mississippi.
T am, admiral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
o J ! A. Scawarrz,
_ Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
- Rear-Admiral PorTEr, , ’
Commanding M1ississtppi Flotilla.

* See Army Records, Series I, Vol. XVII, part 2, p. 537,



100 NAVAL FOROES. ON WESTEEN . WATERS.
l I
General order ofyAo¢hng Rear-Admiral l’drﬁr,\ 8. Navy.
- F e el ‘
GENERAL ORDER,} g}} BRSNS - A
No. 30. 4 4 , ;Jﬁ\NUARY__'Z,_ 1863.
In ascending -the Whitak,aﬂai ma*saﬁt.i‘ivém“the following order
will be observed : T .
Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith will go ahead in the Rattler,
sounding with two leads, and when he comes to shoal water (less than
9 feet) he will hoist the cornet. If he can [F\ic] through with that
depth of water he will hoist the blue jack. The Romeo, Juliet, and
Forest Rose will follow the Rattler, sounding with two leads, their
guns trained forward of the [sic] and the fuzes cut to one second.
The ‘Marmora will go ahead of this ship, sounding, and the guns
similarly prepared. Vessels will not wait for orders to fire when
they see the enemy’s troops or when fired upon.
ommanders will look out for torpedoes or floats or wires extend-
- ing from the bank. Boats will be kept manned to remove them.
The Louisville, Baron De Kalb, Cincinnati will come after this
vessel. The Signal will cover the twentieth transport and the Lez-
ington will bring up the rear. ; ,
The Red Rover and Torrence will remain at the mouth of White
River and guard-it and the coal barges, notifying any light-draft
%unboats and all coal or store boats to stop at the mouth of White
iver until further orders. The cornet over the jack will signify
danger near from the enemy.
Davip D. Porrer,
AGtz'ng Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Navy, to Major-General McClern-
and, U. 8. Army, transmitting charts of the Arkansas River and information
obtained from a deserter. -

) JANUARY 7, 1863,
GeneraL: I beg leave to send you some charts of the Arkansas
River and a list of distances. Also an account of the post, collected
from a refugee picked up in a boat on the river in a starving condi-
tion. Captain é)hirk sent him to Illinois, where he lives,
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Major-General McCrernanp, U. S. Army,
Commanding U. S. Forces.

[Letter of same date and like tenor to Major-General W. T. Sher-
man, U. S. Army, commanding U. S. forces.]

- ‘ [Enclosure.]

U. S. Miss1ss1PPI SQUADRON [NO DATE].

The force at Post of Arkansas consists of eleven regiments, number-
ing each about 600 effectives; two companies of cavalry, and two bat-
teries; one equipped, the other used in the land defense of the fort.
Some of these small pieces are rifled. There are nine or seven guns
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mounted on the river side (one 64-pounder), the rest of lower calibers.
The road from White River is a_good one, running on high land,
though on both sides marshy. A

The fort is intrenched and ditched on all sides, barracks inside,
covered with dirt and sod. .

Barricade above the fort consisting of rows of piles driven in tri-
angles and secured with hog chains. The road from White River is
good, bears along a prairie 300 yards wide. Road to the post, 20 miles.

[ Endorsement, ]

A refugee’s description of Post of Arkansas.

\

Order of Aoﬁng Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Colonel Ellet, commanding
Ram Fleet, regarding towing of a coal barge.

JANUARY 8, 1863.
CorLoNeL: If we move to-day, you had better lash on to the coal
barge now alongside the ironclad and tow her up the White River.
You can coal going along. I do not want to detain the Army if I can

help it. 'We will want the coal up there.
Very respectfully, etc., -
; ~ Davip D. PortEg,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Colonel CHas. R. ELLer,
Commanding Ram Fleet, Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Aoting Rear-Admiral Port;r, U. 8. Navy, to- Acting Volunteer Licu-
tenant S8haw, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Juliet, to move up the river

following the flagship.
= JANUARY 8, 1863,

Sir: You will follow me up the Arkansas through the cut-off, with
the coal barge in tow, sounding with the lead as you go-along, and be
cautious not to get ashore. : ; -

Have your shrapnel cut to one second and guns pointed at the top
of the bank and trained forward. Keep a sharp lookout, and do not
be take‘trx \inawares.f i

ery respectfully, etc., B
y respe Y Davip D. PorTer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Volunteer Lieut. Epwaro Suaw, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Juliet.

Letter from Acting near;L_dmiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General McOler-
nand, U, 8. Army, giving information brought by the captain of the U. 8. 8.

Conestoga. -
"JANUARY 8, 1863,

GengraL: The Conestoga went up the Arkansas to-day and came
down by the cut-off and White River. The captain reports great
- abundance of wood on the edge of the banks all the way up.
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He saw two or three men only on horseback, and captured two
soldiers in a canal from Van Buren, who had been lately exchanged.
They were trying to get out of the country. They knew nothing.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
~ Davip D. PorTer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General McCLERNAND,
Commanding Army of the Mississippi.

[Telegram.] -

HreapQuarTERS ARMY OF THE MIssIssIPPI,
Steamer Tigress, January 8, 1863.
ApmiraL: Will you please inform me when you are ready to move?
I will also inform you when the transports will move.
By order of Major-General J.-A. McClernand :
\ : W. STewArrT,

Colonel and Chief of Staf.
Admiral Davip D. Porrer, -
Commanding Mississippi River Flotilla.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Major-General McCler-
nand, U. 8. Army, announcing his readiness to move up the A!jkanus River

with the .transports. o
U. S. S. Brack Hawk, January 8, 1863.

GENERAL: I am ready to move, and when you signalize to me will
get underway and go ahead. .

General Sherman has a signal officer on board, who can communi-
cate with mine on board this vessel.

Our Arkansas pilot says it is not at all safe to run in the Arkansas
at night. Please inform me if you will go farther than the cut-off to-
night. We will then be all in sailing order and can start fair at
da%'light in the morning. ' -

notice that all the transports are not up. I ordered Lieutenant-
‘Commander Selfridge to bring up the rear and report to me when the
transports were all in. He has not hove in sight yet, which assures
me that some of the transports are -behind.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
_ Davip D. Porrer,
- Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General McCLernaND, U. S. Army, :
0 Commanding U. S. Army of - the Mississippi.

Letter from Major-General Ibclemnd, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral
ggrter, U, 8, Navy, proposing to follow the latter's lead up the Arkansas
ver,

HEeADQUARTERS ARMY-OF THE Mississrepr,.
: Steamer Tigress, January 8, 1863.
ApmiraL: The signal officer to whom you refer has left. I will first
send you word when my command is ready to move and afterwards
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fire a signal gun; upon the doing of which, you leading off, I will
follow with the transports, convoyed by your gunboats, according to
the arrangement indicated by your General Orders, No. 30.

If you think it unsafe for the fleet to run all night, I will stop with
you at the cut-off; otherwise I would prefer to run to-night and
arrive at the post in the morning.

{wivill follow your exampie ang proceed or stop, as you may deem
it best.

Your obedient servant; ‘
JouN A. McCLERNAND,
Major-General, Commanding.
Admiral Davio D. Porter, -
Commanding Mississippe Squadron.

Letter from Major-General McClernand, U. 8. Army, to Acting Rear-Admiral
Porter, U. 8. Navy, proposing to start up the river in the morning.

HeaApQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MissIssippr,
. ; Steamer Tigress, Januvary 8, 1863.
ApMmiraL: The signal officer to whom you refer has left. In view
of your suggestion of the unsafeness of running at night, and of the
necessity of delaying longer for some of my transports, I propose to
start in the morning at 8 o’clock, and have accordingly so ordered in
regard to my command. You leading off in the morning at the hour
named, I will follow. - , )

I learn this evening from an officer of General Morgan L. Smith’s
staff that the gunboats might find a favorable landing for the protec-
tion of the disembarkation of the land forces at Notrib’s farm, 3
miles below the post. '

~—

JouN A. McCLERNAND, .
. Major-Qeneral, Commanding.
Admiral Davip D. PorTer,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of-Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Smith, U. 8. Navy, commanding first division, regarding position of the
_latter’'s command., - v ‘

, , . - JANUARY 9, 1863.
Sir: Tie up to the left bank going up, a little ahead of where I will
tie up, your vessels all close together and sterns hauled close inshore
to make room to pass. - ' o o

: _ ~ [DAvip D. Porrer,]’
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Lieut. Commander Warson Smirr, U. S. Navy; -
Commanding First Division Light—Dmftvgessels',

Mississippi Squadron.
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General Order of Battle.

) JANUARY 10, 1863.

The Louisville, Baron De Kalb, and the Cincinnati will take the
lead in attacking Post of Arkansas, and will move up at 9:30 a. m.
(if weather will permit), in sight of, but not in range of, the fort.
The light-draft vessels will follow to make a show. The Black Hawk
will move up to use her two rifle guns at long range.

When the range is obtained by each vessel they will stick up a mark
on the bank, opposite which they will remain while firing. The ele-
vating screw must be fitted with a lanyard to the handle, and secured
so that the elevation will not alter while firing. >

The division of General Sherman will be in a line with our fire,
a mile the other side of the Post. It is desirable to drop our shells in
or near the fort, that we may not trouble him as he advances. The
front casemates and forward part of the pilot houses of the ironclads
must be covered with tallow or slush; it will make the shot glance.

When the range is obtained, fire as rapidly as can be done with a
proper regard for sccuracy. Commence with 10-second shell. I will
direct when to move up or fall'back. If the heavy ammunition should
give out, move the rifle guns forward. :

The De Kalb will try her ran%e first; 1,330 yards is the bursting
point of a 5-second fuze, 10-second, at about 2,700 yards. ‘

[D. D. PorTERr,]
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, Navy, to Brigadier-General
Morgan, U. 8. Army, regarding protection of transports.

JANUARY 10, 1863.

Sir: There is a gunboat below the transports to look out for the
rear, but another will be sent to Fletcher’s.
Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D. PorTEg,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Brigadier General Geo. W. Morean,
Commanding, U. 8. Army.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Master Brown,
U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Forest Rose, to give proteotion to transports.

JanNuary 10, 1863.

Sir: Proceed to Fletcher’s Landing, about 3 miles below here, and
give protection to the transports.
Permit no transport to go down the river unless by a written order
from an army officer.
If Captain Shirk is below, tell him I want him up here.
espectfully, your obedient servant, :
) Davip D. PorTer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Master Geo. W. Brown, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Forest Rose.
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i
N

Report of Lientenant-Commander Shirk, U. 8. Navy, forwarding copy of dispatch
i referring to the movements of the enemy. :

U S. MississIPPI SQUADRON,
U.8. 8. Lewington,
Fletcher's Landing, Arkansas River, J anuary 10, 1863.

Sir: I am laying at this plaoe protecting the transports which
have on board (izneral Osterhaus’s division or brlgade As soon as
I am relieved by the Forest Rose 1 will join you.

The following is a copy of a dispatch just handed me to forward
to General Morgan:

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BBIGADE, January 10, 1863.

Lieutenant-Colonel Lindsey desires me to say to you that the rebels are
rapidly leaving the fort and moving toward our left, whether with the intention
of abandoning it or moving on our left he can not say.

N WiLL A. JoRbAN, Aid-de-Camp,
Lieutenant ‘K. D. SAUNDERS,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-Geneml

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedxent servant,
: Jas. W, Snnx,
; Lieutenant-Commander.
[Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. Porier. |

Letter from Adting B.ear-Admiral Porter,- U. ‘8. Kavy, to Brigadier-Gemeral
Morgan, U. 8. Army, announcing immediate movement.

U S. MississIPPI SQUADRON, January 11, 1863.
GeNeraL: I am very glad to hear from you. We will move up in
a few moments. The moment we hear your shouts of assailt we will
cease firing or fire far to the left of you; that is, to the left of your
right wing, as we sailors would sa beg
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAVID D. Porter,
o Acting Rear-Admirdl,
Brigadier-General Geo. W. MorgaN. )

Report of Colonel Lindsey, U. 8. Army, making enquiry regarding opening fire
upon the fort.

' Huanquarress Seconp Bricabr, January 11, 1863.
When the engn gemant is’ mﬁmﬁ)getween ‘the gunboats and the fort,
will I be allowed te open on t! ‘with the 20~pounders’l Oaptum
Foster thinks he can do

D. W. Linosey,

Ooloml O'Ommandmg Brigade
STRATTON
- Acting Assistant Adyutant-defwml
Lieutenant E. D, SAUNDERS,
Acting Asgistant Adyutant-GenemZ
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{Telegram.]

MempHis, TENN., January 11, 1863—-3:30 p. m.

General McClernand has fallen back to White River and gone on
a wild-goose chase to the Post of Arkansas. I am ready to reinforce,
but must await further information before knowing what to do.

, U. S. GranT,
Major-General, Commanding.
Major-General H. W, HaLLECK,
‘ General in Chief.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Major-General MoCler-
nand, U. 8. Army, advising the placing of batteries near the works,

JANUARY 11, 1863.
GeneraL: I shall be ready with the ironclads in half an hour, but
I think it would be advisable to have a couple of batteries of rifled
guns planted as close to the works as possible to fire into the em-
brasures of the fort and to keep the people away from the barbette
gun, Those four 30-pounder Parrotts I sent General Sherman would -
do good service there. Everything that can be done to shorten the
fight and save the lives of our men should be tried, and I think it
very important that a battery should be placed near the bank of the
river to fire at the embrasures.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, -
, Davio D. PorTer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Major-General McCLErRNAND, -
Commanding Army of the Mississippi.

P. S.—The moment we hear your shouts we will cease firing, that
we may not hurt your men.
: [Davip D. Porter],

- Acting Rear-Admiral.

[Telegram.] \

- U. S. Mississippr SQUADRON, -

Post of Arkansas, January 11, 1863.
Sm: The gunboats Louisville, DeKalb, Cincinnati, and Lexington
attacked the heavy fort at Post of Arkansas last night and silenced
the batteries, killing many of the enemy. The gunboats attacked it
this morning and dismounted every gun, eleven in all. Colonel Dun-
-nington, late of the U. S. Navy, commandant of the fort, requested
to surrender to the Navy. I received his sword. The army co-
operated on the land side. The forts were completely silenced and
the guns, 11 in number, were all dismounted in three hours. The
action was at close quarters on the part of the three ironclads and the
firing splendid. The list of killed and wounded is small. The
Louisville lost 12, DeKalb 17, Cincinnati none, Lewington none,
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Rattler 2. The vessels, although much cut up, were ready for action
in half an hour after the battle. The light-draft Rattler, Lieutenant-
Commander Watson Smith, and other light-drafts, joined in the
action when it became general, as did the Black Hawk, Lieutenant-
Commander K. R. Breese, with her rifle guns. Particulars will be
given hereafter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. Davip D. PorTEr,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gioeon WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Detailed report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy.

No. 44.] U. 8. MississiPPI SQUADRON,
- Arkansas Post, January 11, 1863.

‘Sir: I have the honor to inform you that on the 4th of January
General McClernand concluded to move up river upon the Post of
Arkansas, and requested my cooperation, I ~detailed three iron-
clads, the Louisville, Baron De K‘:Eb, and Oincinnati, with all the
light-draft gunboats, all of which had to be towed up the river.
On the 9th we ascended the Arkansas River as high as Post of
Arkansas, when the army landed within about 4 miles of the fort
[Hindman]. ‘ T .

The enemy had thrown up heavy earthworks and extensive rifle
pits all along the levee. ngle’the‘arm ‘were making a detour to
surround the fort I sent up the ironclads to try the range of their

ns, and afterwards sent up the Rattler, Lieutenant-Commander
'%gats’on Smith, to clear out the rifle pits and the men behind an
extensive breastwork in front of our troops. The Black Hawk also
opened on them with her rifled guns, and after a few fires the enemy
left the works and our troops marched in.

At 2 o’clock General McClernand told me the troops would be in
Eositu)n to assault the main fort, a very formidable work, and I

eld all the vessels in readiness to attack when the troops were in
position. At 5:80 7. m. General McClernand sent me a message,
stating that everything was ready, and the Louisville, Baron De
Kalb, and Cincinnati advanced to within 400 yards of the fort, which
thén opened fire from three heavy guns and eight rifled guns and
with musketry. The superiority of our fire was soon manifest; the
batteries were silenced and we ceased firing, but no assault took place,
and ‘it being too ‘dark to do anything all the vessels dropped down
and tied up to the bank for thenight. =~

The Baron De Kalb, Lieutenant-Commander Walker; Louisville,
Lieutenant-Comuander Owen; and the Cincinnati, Lieutenant-Com-
manding Bache, led the attack, and when hotly eéngaged I brought
up the light-draft vessels, the Lewington and the Black Hawk, to
throw in shrapnel and rifle shell. This fire was very destructive,
killing nearly all the artillery horses in and about the fort. When
the battery was pretty well silenced, I ordered Lieutenant-Com-
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mander Smith to pass the fort in the light-draft ironclad Rattler
and enfilade it, which he did in a very gallant and handsome manner,
but suffered a good‘deal in his hull in doing so. Al his'cabin works
were knocked to pieces, and a heavy shell raked him from stem to
stern in the hull; strange to say, two heavy shell struck his iron

lating (3-inch) on the %?)W and never injured it. He got past the

ort, but became entangled amongst the snags placed in the river
to impede our rogress and had to return. :

In this evening’s attack the vessels of all the commanders were
well handled, particularly the ironclads. It was close quarters all
the time, and not a gun was fired from our side until the gunboats
were within 400 yards of the fort. The condition of the fort attests
the accuracy ~f fire, and the persons inside give the Baron De Kalb,
Lieutenant-Commander Walker, the credit of doing the most execu-
tion.

I was informed again this morning by General McClernand that
the army was waiting for the navy to attack, when they would as-
sault the works, I ordered up the ironclads, with directions for the
Lexington to join in when the former became hotly engaged, and for
the frailer vessels to haul up in the smoke and do the best they could.
The Rattler, Lieutenant-Commander Smith, and the Glide, Lieuten-
ant-Commander Woodworth, did good execution with their shrapnel,
and, when an,_opﬁrorbunity occurred, I made them push through by
the fort again, also the ram Monarch, Colonel Charles Ellet, and
they proceeded rapidly up the river to cut off the enemy’s retreat by
the only way he had to get off. By this tjy#p all the guns in the fort
were completely silenced by the LowisvilPe, Lieutenant-Commander
E. K. Owen; Baron De Kalb, Lieutenant-Commander J. G. Walker;
and Cincinnati, Lieutenant Commanding G. M. Bache, and I ordered
the Black Hawk up for the purpose of boarding it in front. Bein,
unmanageable, she had to be kept up the narrow stream, and I too
in a regiment from the opposite side, to try and take it by assault.
As I rounded to to do so, and the gunboats commenced firing rapidly,
knocking everything to pieces, the enemy held out a white , and
I ordered the firing to cease. The army then entered and took pos-
session, . ,

Colonel Dunnington, the commander of the fort, sent for me and
surrendered to me in person. General Churchill, of the rebel army,
surrendered to the military commander. Our army had almost sur-
rounded the fort, and were preparing to assault, and would no doubt
have carried it with ease. They enfiladed it with rifle fieldpieces,
which did much damage to the houses and light work, leaving their
marks in all directions. ‘ , o
_ Idonot know yet what were the operations on the land side; I was
too much interested in my own affairs and in placing the vessels as
circumstances required. , -

In all this affair there was the greatest zeal on the part of the. offi-
cers commandingl'to carry out my orders, and not a mistake of any
kind occurred. No fort ever received a worse battering, and the high-
est compliment I can pay those engaged is to repeat what the rebels
,s;:;dt : "" ou can’t expect men to stand up against the fire of those gun-

ats.
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- A large number of persons were eaptured in the fort, I don’t know
how many, and at sundown the army were hurrying in the cavalry
and artillery. ; ‘ ,

I herewith enclose the report of the commanding officers and a list
of killed and wounded, and will take another occasion to mention to
the Department the names of those officers who have distinguished
themselves particularly, though it is hard to discriminate, when all
did their duty so well, o o

I have the honcr to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. ‘ Davm D. PorTer,
Acting Rear-Admiiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Hon. Groeon WELLES, .
Secretary of the Navy, Wasdington, D. C.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Walker, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8.
Baron Pe Kalb, transmitting report of casualties,

U. 8. GunBoaT Baron De Kaws,
: Arkansas Post, January 12, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report that in the attack on this place on
the evening of the 10th this vessel was struck several times, but with
no serions injury to vessel or crew.

In the attack on the 11th one of the X-inch guns was struck in the
muzzle and both gun and carriage destroyed.

One 32-pounder carriage struck and destroyed; one of the iron
plates on forward casemate b’adl%rl broken by shot, -

The woodwork about two of the ports badly torn by shot and one
lower deck beam cut off by a lulll)ﬂng shot through the deck. The
other injuries, although COnSi£ra e, can be repaired on board in a
few days. I lost 2 men killed and 15 wounded, 2 probably mortally
and several seriously. Before oin% into action I covered the bow,
sides, and pilot house with slueﬁ, which I think was of much assist-
ance in turning the shot, as the vessel was repeatedly struck by 8 and .
9 inch shot at very short vange, and the iron was in no case pene-
trated. The loss was from shot and shell entering the ports.

My officers and. men behaved with the greatest gallantry and cool-
ness, and the practice with the guns was excellent..

I expended forty-two X-inch shells, nine X-inch shrapnel, seventy
VIII-inch shells, and thirty-seven 32-pounder shells..

Enclosed I send the:surgeon’s report of killed and wounded.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

' ‘ Joun G. WALKER,

Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. PorTer,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
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Surgeon’s report of killed and swounded on dboard U, S, gunboat Baron De Kald:

Name. Rate. Injury. Remarks,
John Ryan............. Landsman,
Be'l‘heoldore Bendggr ....... 3d-class boy. »
verely wounded; Sl L
Peter Colton............ Coxawaln....... Penstrating. wound throat. Also | Probably provefatal.
0: ' Smith Seaman Fmturonutﬁmnd st Do ’
—George Bmith..........| Seaman......... ofskall.........c......00. .
Jos, Kader..............]..... do.......... Compound fracture ﬂ‘ei:k“ubdowm. May loss the leg,
John Farren............]..... do..........] Compound fracture of ; exten- | Very serious case,
Wm. Smith do Pesatatiog wo o':!w&umgh eft| Do
'm. 8mith............J.....d0.......... - WO b .
shoulder blade,
M C. Donohoe.........|..... do.......... Severeinjury of foot and ankle joints Do.
. by penetration of shell.
Bl%htly wounded:
illam Smith.,.......|..... do.......... Injury scalp and face (laceration)....! Not dangerous
Jos, H. Mauor{e. ............. [+ [+ IO e B0, ol neiinatennrianenirnnans Do,
Alfred H, Boyle........ Yeoman........| Contusion of shoulder and back..... Do,
Oscar Jordan........... Seamaa......... Bn?ll G%oeo(ammnpoputadsm Do.
o i
Antoln De Woroa......|..... do.......... Contusion of left arm from clpllnt. ... Do.
George Fales. ..........[..... do.......... Penetrating wlgund of left leg from Do.
eces O .,
Willlam Kelly..........[|..... do.......... Contusion of back.........cc........ Do
Plerre Lene............|..... do. ... Splintersinface..............co...e Do.
John Glenn.............|..... do.......... Contused wound of side............. Do,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
Joun Wisk,
- Acting Assistant Surgeon.

Lieutenant-Commander douN (. WALKER.

Beport of Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8.
Lexington.
U. S. GuNBoaT LEXINGTON,
Off Post of Arkansas, Arkansas River, January 11, 1863,
Sir: I have the honor to report that there were expended on board
this ship during the attack upon this post by the forces under your
command on the night of the 10th instant 14 Parrott shells and 2
8-inch shells, and during the final and victorious assault of to-day,
49 8-inch shells and 40 Parrott shells, ,\ '
I am happy to report no casualties. The woodwork of the ship
and two of our boats are somewhat damaged.
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
James W. SHIRK,
Lieutenant-Commander,

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Kavy, to Acting Volunteer Iieutenant
Scott,dll’. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8, Signal, regarding transportation of the
wounded.

Arkansas Posr, January 11, 1863,

Sir: Proceed without delay to the mouth of White River and de-
liver the sick on board the hospital ship and bring up without delay
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from the powder boat there 313 5-second 11-inch shrapnel, 67 10-
second 11-Inch shrapnel. o
Very resp’ectgllly, your obedient servant,
- - Davip D. PorTEr,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Jorn Scorr, U. S. Navg, -
: Commanding Signal,

order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Acting Master Flanner,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8, New Era, regarding the transportation of
the wounded to the hospital ship.

, ' Arkansas Posr, January 11, 1863.

Sir: You will go to the Baron De Kalb and Cincinnati and take
on board the wounded and carry them to the hospital ship at the
mouth of the White River. See that you have the accounts and
descriptive list of every man. After you have performed this duty
roceed to Cairo with such dispatches as I may send with you,
en you have delivered your dispatches without delay, return to
Island No. 10 and relieve the Carondelet, which vessel will join me
at the mouth of White River. Captain Walke, of the Carondelet,

will take passage with you to Cairo.
Respectfully, your obedient servant, _

: Davip D. Porter,.

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Acting Master FLANNER,
Commanding U. 8. S. New E'ra.

Report of Lieutenant Bache, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8, Oincinnati, regard-
ing expenditure of ammunition during the preliminary attack.

U. S. GunBoAT CINCINNATI,
- Off Arkansas Post, January 11, 1863.
Sir: There were expended during the action on the 10th instant
in the gunner’s department the following articles, viz: Forty-eight
9-inch cartridges, 36 5-inch shell, 6 10-inch shell, 6 5-inch shrapnel,
1 8-inich cartridge, 1 5-inch shell, 1 32-pounder cartridge, 1 5-inch 32-
pounder shell. 4 ‘
Very respectfully, Gro. M. BACHE,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Louis-
ville, transmitting reports of casualties and expenditure of ammunition.

. U. S. S. LouisviLLe,
:  Of Arkansas Post, Ark., Janvary 11, 1863.
Sir: I have the honor to transmit the report of the killed and
wounded on board this vessel, of the damages sustained from the
enemy’s guns, and the amount of ammunition expended during the
‘engagements of yesterday and to-day with the enemy’s batteries at
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Arkansas Post. The damages.sustained in the hull, as shown by the
carpenter’s report, though serious, have not in: the least unfitted her
for duty. I can only add that every officer and man did his duty.
ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
: E. K. Owzn,

Lieutenant-Commander, U. S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi. Squadron.

[ Enclosures, ]

- ArkanNsas River,
Opposite Rebel Batteries, January —, 1863.

Sir: The following is a report of wounded on board U. S. gunboat
Louisville: James Fitzpatrick, seaman, elbow, severely; Charles Lar-
kin, seaman, head, severely; John Doyle, seaman, hea&‘, severely.

WM. D. HorrMAN,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

\

U. S. S. LouisviLLz,
Arkansas River, January 10, 1863.

Sir: The following is the amount of amrunition expended to-day
in the attack upon Arkansas Post, viz: Twenty-seven 10-pound
charges, 12 5-second shell (9-inch), 6 10-second shell (9-inch), 9 3}-
inch shrapnel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WiLLiaM SHIELD,
‘ Acting Gunner.

[Lieutenant-Commander E. K. OwgN.]

U. S. Guneoar LouisviLLe,
Arkansas River, January 10, 1863.
Sir: I have the honor to report the condition of this vessel as fol-
lows, since our late engagement: .
One large shell hole through bluff of bow on the port side; the shell
exploded on gun deck, tearing both gun and spar deck bad(fiy. -
Another shell entered one of the bow ports and exploded, tearing
decks badly. , : '
One of t%e port davits was carried away. .
I have the honor, sir, to remain, your obedient servant,
D. H. Curry,
Acting Carpenter.

Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen, U. S. Navy,
- Commanding Gunboat Touisville.

—

L U. S. Miss1ssipp1 SQUADRON,
- - Arkansas River, Ark., January 11, 1863.
Sir: The following'is a list of the killed' and wounded on board
U. 8. gunboat Louisville: Frederick H. Gilhardy, seaman, wounded
in hea%,j mortally; Adam Bradshaw, seaman, wounded in thorax,
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mortally; James Mulherrin, seaman, wounded in thighs, severely;
Jim Sullivan, seaman, contusion of thorax and abdomen; Thomas
Spencer, seaman, wounded in elbow, sliﬂltlyf; Thomas Jackson, sea-
- man, wounded in leg, slightly; Albert Mowry, seaman, wounded in
knee, slightly ; James Blaisdale, seaman, wounded in hand, slightly;
George Holmes, seaman, contusion of shoulder, slight; J. T. Blatch-
ford, ensign, wound in leg, severe; Walter Williams, seaman, killed.
: Wn. D. HoFFmaN,
Acting Assistant Surgeon.

[Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen, U. S. Navy.]

—

U. S. S. LouisviLLe,
Arkansas River, January 11, 1863.

Sir: The following is the amount of ammunition expended to-day
in the attack upon Arkansas Post, viz, 106 10-pound charges, 78 5-
second 9-inch shell, 28 10-second 9-inch shell. §

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, -
.. WILLIAM SHIELD,
Acting Gunner.
[Lieutenant-Commander E. K. OweN.]

\

- U. S. GoneoaT LoUuisviLLE,
Arkansas River, January 11, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report the conditjon of this vessel since our
en%agement to-day as follows, in addition to injuries received yes-
terday. ;

Reg'eived six shots in engagement to-day as follows: One through
starboard side, aft of No. 2 gun, struck gun deck, glanced up and
lodged in escape pipe; one on port side amidships, carrying hammock
netting and one stanchion away, exploded on spar deck, femolishing
roundhouses; another struck the captain’s gig, carrying away light
iron and officers’ quarters on spar deck in its course; one through
smokestack ; and two others struck light work on Spar;cieyck.

I have the honor, sir, to remain, your obedient servant,
: - D. H. Curry,
Acting Carpenter.

Lieutenant-Commander E. K. Owen, U. S. Navy,
Commanding Gunboat Louisville.

Congratulatory letter from Acting Rcar-Admiral Porter, U, S, Navy, to Major-
General MoClernand, U, 8. Army, ~

., JANUARY 11, 1863.

. GeneraL: I congratulate you that we have disposed of this tough
little nut, the ¢apture of which is alike creditable to the Army and
Navy. "I only wish there was another of the same kind to attack
on the morrow; now-that we are getting our hand in it would come

711°—N W B—voL 24—10——8



114 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS.

easier. I shall be ready to cooperate with you again to-morrow at
8 a. m., by which time I can send off my wounded. '
Yours, respectfully, '
Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Major-General McCLERNAND, ,
Commanding Army of the Mississippi.

\

Congratulatory letter from lvajor-Gcheral McClernand, U. 8. Army, to Aoting
Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy.

HeapQUARTERS ARMY or THE Mississippl, January 11, 1863.

AbMmiraL: I have the honor to congratulate you upon the efficient
and brilliant part taken by you, as commander of the Mississippi
Squadron, in tge reduction to-day of the Post of Arkansas.:

All the prisoners and materials of war captured testify to harmoni-
ous and successful cooperation of the land and naval forces, and that
each nobly emulated the other in the time of patriotic duty.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JouN A. McCLERNAND.

Admiral Davip D. PorTer,

Commanding Mississippi Squadron,

4

Report of Major-General McClernand, U, 8. Army, referring to the eficient co-
operation of the Navy.

HreADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MississippI,
- Post of Arkansas, Jonuary 11, 1863.
GeneraL: I have the honor to.report that the forces under my
command-attacked the Post of Arkansas to-day at 1 o’clock p. m., and
at 4:30 o’clock, having stormed the enemy’s works, took a large num-
ber of prisoners, variously estimated at from 7,000 to 10,000, together
with all his stores, animals, and munitions of war. - ,
Rear-Admiral David D. Porter, commanding the Mississippi
Squadron, efficiently and brilliantly cooperated in accomplishing this
complete success. -
Your obedient servant,
Joun A. McCLERNAND,
. Major-General, Commanding.
Major-General U. S. GRaNT,
Commanding Department of Tennessee.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Navy, to Fleet Captain Pennock,
U. 8. Navy, transmi.tting report to be forwarded to the Department,

JANUARY 11, 1863,

Dear PenNock: We used up the Post of Arkansas fort to-day in -
three hours, dismounting every gun in the fort, eleven in all, and such
destruction of men, horses, and guns you never saw. This has been
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‘a naval fight, although the Army attacked with long range, but did
not assault. T send a letter to the Secretary; telegraph it, and send
the letter. Send me down at once 4 IX-inch guns, 800 shells for 30-
pound: Parrott,: lots- of 24-pound shrapnel, 600 IX-inch shell and
shrapnel, plenty of fuzes, some primers, good powder, and anything
else th}?kordnance officer can think of to make us efficient. e are
very short. .
e lost about 30 killed and wounded. I have sent Walke up to

takehthe Lafayette. When she is ready, send her down with dis-

atch. S
P This was a most beautiful fight.

Yours, truly, _
! Davip D. Porter.
A. M. Pennock, U. S. Navy,
- Commanding Naval Station, Cairo, 1.

Report of Lieutenant Bache, U, 8. Naiy, commanding U, 8, 8. Cincinnati, regard-
ing preliminary attack on January 10,

U. S. GunBoaT CINCINNATI,
Arkansas Post, January 12, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report having sustained no serious dam-
age in the attack on the 10th. One shell struck us at the water line,
forward, and a second went through the upper works. We were
equally fortunate during the attack of yesterday, although struck
nine times on the bow, casemate, pilot house, and upper works.

This vessel fired the first gun at about 1:80 p. m., and in half or
three-quarters of an hour the right casemate gun of the fort (the one
assigned us) was silenced, when our fire was directed on the left
casemate and barbette guns, and afterwards in shelling the interior
of the fort. We engaged the fort at 300 yards. I have to mention
Acting Ensign A. ¥, O'Neil, Acting Master’s Mate Henry Booby,
and cting Gunner John F. Riblett, the officers commanding the
bow guns, for coolness and skill in directing their fire.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,.
Geo. M. BacHE,
Lieutenant, Commanding.

Acting Rear-Admiral Davip D. Porter,
Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

b

Report of Licutenant Bache, U. 8, Navy, regarding expenditure of ammnnitfon
during the attack of January 11.

U. S. Guneoatr CINCINNATI,
Off Arkansas Post,January 18, 1863.
Sir: There were expended during the action on the 11th instant
in the gunner’s department the following articles, viz, 95 9-inch car-
tridges, 44 5-inch shells, 32 5-inch shrapnel, 13 stand of grape, 6 solid
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shot, 3 Parrott cartridges, 83 5-inch Parrott shells, 1 8-inch cartrid
1 5-inch shell, 2 32-pounder cartridges, 2 5-inch 32-pounder shells,
Very respectfully, etc., \
Geo. M. BAcHE,

Lieutenant, Commanding.

Supplemental report of Actimg Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, regarding the
satisfactory protection of a tallow coating or the vessels engaged.

No. 45.] U. S. MississipPI SQUADRON,
Arkansas Post, January 12, 1863.

Sir: I heg leave to mention a circumstance that I deem of great
importance at this moment. I did not mention it in my general re-
port from prudential motives. ,

Before 1 sent the vessels under the fort I ordered the iron platin
on the pilot houses and casemates to be covered with a coating o
tallow, This rule was followed even on the small light-draft vessels
generally called tin-clads. The Rattler was struck fair on her iron
covering (only three-fourths of an inch thick) by two IX-inch shells,
which flew upward without scratching the iron. .

The Cincinnati was struck eight times on her pilot house with I1X-
inch shells, which glanced off like peas against glass,

The Baron De Kalb was the only one that had a casemate broken
in, and that was done by a continuous hammering of three hours with
solid shot from the fort. ,

I am perfectly convinced that a coating of tallow on ironclad gun-
boats is a perfect protection against shot if fired at an angle. The
experiment is worth being tried.

have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
, Davip D. Poxres,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. GioroN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, transmitting lst of naval prisoners,

No. 47.] U. S. MississipPI SPUADRON, ,
- Arkansas River, January 18, 1863.

Sir: I enclose a list of officers belonging to the staff of Colonel
Dunnington, late of the Navy and commander of the fort, who de-
livered their swords and surrendered to the Navy. I have sent them
to Captain Pennock at Cairo, to be provided for, etc. I advise that
these officers be exchanged at Richmond; they will then not return
to this river.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
' Davip D. Porter, -

Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. GipzoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.
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[ Bnclosure. ]

—

List of officers belonging to the Oonfédefate States Navy, captured at Arkansas
: i Post January. 1:. 1863.

John W. Dunnington, colonel, commanding Third Brigade, and
first lieutenant, C. 8. N., commanding naval forces.
Joseph Preble, acting master, C. S. Navy.
Frank Rei.er, acting master, O, S. Navy. '
F. M. Roby, first lieutenant and brigade ordnance officer and mid-
shipman, C. S. Navy.
. M. Read, assistant surgeon, C. S. Navy.
W. 8. Campbell, major and quartermaster Third Brigade, and
captain’s clerk, C. 8. Navy. :
[owell Qulﬁley, second assistant engineer, C. S. Navy.
_Samuel Sullivan, third assistant engineer, C. S. Navy.
Josexh Nutter, master’s mate, C. S. Navy.
W. A. Lang, captain’s steward, C. 8. Navy.
George Elliott, boatswain’s mate.
John McDonald, boatswain’s mate.
W. C. Fisher, master-at-arms. ‘
Charles Lettig, quartermaster.
John B, Hassert, quartermaster.
Michael Kemmett, quartermaster. -
John Shephard, quartermaster.
P. J. Fitzpatrick, purser’s steward.
James Huseey, surgeon’s steward.
Richard [or ilober t] Scott, gunner’s mate.
Charles Loewenberg, ship’s cook.
T. [or P.] J. Jackson, wardroom cook.
Charles Crowly, seaman.
Charles Williams, seaman.
Patrick Kelly, ordinary seaman.
Plinny Cox, ordinary seaman.
John Lee, ordinary seaman.
Henry Peters, landsman. .
Edward Walsh, first-class fireman.
George Deliman, first-class fireman.
Jobn Fuller, coal heaver.
Aleck Martin, first-class boy.
Jobn Brown, first-class boy,
Christopher Kain, second-class boy.
Michael Knackley, second-class boy.

Samuel H. Buck, captain, assistant adjutant-general.

M

A. M. Williams, captain of engineers.

Congratulatory order of Acting Rear-Admiral l‘t;itex;, U. 8. Ravy,

L ' [No date.] .
The commander-in-chief takes this occasion to thank the officers
and men for the handsome manner in which they disposed of Fort
Hindman on the 11th of January. In no instance during the war
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has there been a more complete victory and so little doubt as to whom
the credit belongs. Our ironclads and gunboats knocked the fort
to pieces, dismounting every gun (eleven in all), while our light-
draft vessels and the ram Monarch cut off the retreat of the enemy,
throwing them back upon the army, who captured them by hundreds.
This is the history of this affair in a few words. I can not with-
hold the credit due to my officers and men, even at the risk-of hurtin

the sensibilities of others, and I am sure that our brave soldiers wi

not desire to take away from us the credit of doing what they would
have finally accomplished themselves. I regret ,t%e dead wﬁo have
fallen in the defense of our glorious flag, but they.died as heroes
should die. 'We should all be ready to do the same when our countr

needs the sacrifice. Iet us show these rebels that there is no such
thing as defeat expected by the Navy. You have proved on this
occasion that mud forts and railroad-iron casemates will fall before
the well-directed fire of American sailors, and if I place you muzzle
to muzzle with the foe, it is to save life and insure a certain victory.

Three cheers for the Union. '
Davip D, Porrer, :
Acting Rear-Admiral.

Special report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, commending the
conduct of certain commanding officers,

U. S. M1ssissIPPI SQUADRON,
Arkansas Post, Jenuary 13, 1863.

Sir: The general report of an action embraces all those engaged in
it, and although on this occasion the conduct of all the officers met
my approbation, I must give a little more credit to some than to
others, Lieutenant-Commander John G. Walker is a man of more
than ordinary intelligence, with cool, calm judgment in time of
action, and one on whom the Government can rely to perform any
duty. He managed and fought his vessel miost beautifully, and I
never had to correct a movement of his during the dction. I look
upon -him as one of the most reliable officers in the service. The
rebels admit that they never saw such firing in their lives as came
from the X-inch guns of the Baron De Kalb, and I know of no
instance on record where every gun in a fort was dismounted or
destroyed. Lieutenant-Commander Watson Smith is well known to
the Department, and I believe they appreciate his gallantry as an
officer. He performed on this occasion a daring act, passing a strong
fort under a heavy fire of cannon and musketry, for the enemy hav-
ing no one at the time to contend with in the rear, directed the fire
of 6,000 muskets on our vessels.

Lieutenant Commanding George M, Bache is a very young officer,
but displayed the coolness of a veteran. His vessel was not hurt
nor did he lose a man, because he silenced so soon the guns which I
directed him to fire on. C >

Lieutenant-Commander Elias K. Owen, of the Louisville, managed
his vessel handsomely and did his work as well as the others. He
labored under the disadvantage of having two shells burst in his ports,
léilliélg and wounding 11 men, which, for a moment only, stopped

is fire, :
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Lieutenant-Commander James W. Shirk brought up the Lewing-
ton in good time, and' opened his broadside on the fort. One of his
“first guns destroyed a rifled piéce which was boring him pretty ef-
fectually. Lieutenant Selim E. Woodworth, in the Glide, passed
through with Lieutenant-Commander. Watson Smith, and helped
to cut off the retreat of the rebels, 30 or 40 only of whom escaped
by a ferry 10 miles up the river. The ferry was destroyed by the
;lwodoﬁicers above mentioned, and the rebel army all fell into our
ands, : » : , ;
Lieutenant-Commander K. Randoiph Breese, of the Black Hawk,
brought his ship sufficiently close into action to do much execution
with his rifled 30-pounders, and headed the men in the two attempts
we made to board the fort, which was only prevented by the parting
of the wheel ropes. ; - :
I have endeavored to do full justice to all the above-mentioned
officers, and have not said a word too much in their praise.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D. PorTeRr, ‘
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. GroroN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, transmitting recommenda-
tions of two officers of the U. 8. tug Thistl:, for special services,

U. S. MississtpPI SQUADRON,
Post of Arkansas, January 13, 1863.

Sir: The enclosed recommendations* are for two officers belong-
ing to the tug 7histle, which vessel I used part of the time during
the attack on Fort I-iindman, Post of Arkansas, to communicate
with the different vessels and regulate the movements of the squad-
ron.. I found it impossible to make signals in the smoke. The 7'hstle
was in the thickest of the fire; and under a heavy fire of musketry
on both occasions. During the latter action the Lousswville took fire
unperceived by those on board. I went alongside and sent Mr. -
Eltringham on board with the crew of the tug, who, in a few moments,
extinguished the flames. The Cincinnati being reported on fire, I
went to her assistance, when the above-mentioned officer went with
the crew on board and found it was a false alarm. ‘The two officers
mentioned displayed perfect coolness throughout the affair, and-de--
serve promotion. Allow me also to mention the conduct of Ensign
Symmes H. Hunt, the signal officer, who is always ready to volunteer
for any service and who showed a laudable zeal on this occasion,
leading the firemen and helping to extinguish the flames. But for
this timely assistance the fire would have been difficult to arrest.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S Davip D. Porter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. GmeoN WrLLES,
'- Secretary of the Nawy.

*Not found.
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Report of Colonel Ellet, commanding U. 8. Ram Fleet.

| U. S. SteaM Ram MoNArcH,
Off Arkansas Post, Ark., January 12, 1863.

GeneraL: I have the honor to report to you that on the 9th in-
stant I ascended the Arkansas River in the Monarch, accompanying,
?{ Admiral Porter’s order, the naval expedition against Fort

indman.. ) -

During the attack upon the fort on the 11th instant the Monarch
was ‘held immediately in rear of the ironclads, with instructions to
take the lead if a rebel ram appeared.

Just_before the surrender of the enemy I received orders to pass
the fort and cut off the retreat of the enemy. This was done, and I
kept on up the river for 12 miles. The water then became so shallow
as to render it impossible to proceed farther. The Monarchk got
aground four times as it was. I was consequently compelled to re-
turn, to my great regret, as I understood from & prisoner we captured
on the way that there was a ferry some 6 miles farther up, where
the fleeing rebels would be able to cross. I notified the commander
of the light-draft gunboats of this fact on my return, but am unaware
whether any steps were taken to destroy the ferr{.

T reported verbally to Admiral Porter the result of the expedition.
Though I have no positive information to that effect, I think the
passage of the Monarch must have caused a considerable number of
the enemy to fall into the hands of our army. We shelled the woods
on our right-hand side as we went up, and at several points saw
numbers of the rebels retreating from the banks of the river.

Very respectfully, .
Cuarrrs Rivers Evrver,
— COolonel, Commanding Ram Fleet.

Brigadier-General Arrrep W. Erver, '

Commanding Mississippi Marine Brigade.

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8, Navy, to Major-General MoCler-
nand, U. 8, Army, advising the removal of piles opposite Fort Hindman,

' Arkansas Posr, January 18, 1863.
GeNErAL: T beg leave to suggest that the piles in the sandbar
opposite the fort, placed to obstruct the channel at high water, be
removed by some of your engineers; they will otherwise injure the
transports if the water shotild rise suddenly. I would do it myself,

but have no men used to that kind of work. '
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, |
Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General Joux A. McCrernanD, U. S. Army,
Commanding the Army of the Mississipps.
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Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Major-General Me-
Clernand, U. 8. Army, regardiag the forwardiag of wounded and prisoners,

. : Axxansas Posrt, January 12, 1863.
Generar: I am going to send up a gunboat with some wounded
and some naval officers taken prisoners, also with dispatches.
As you are ‘going to send off the prisoners, and will notify me
when they will go, 1 'will let the gunboat convoy them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, L
Davip D. Porres,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General MCCLE!!NAN}D; U. S. Army,
Commanding the Army of the Mississippi.

———

Letter from Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, t6 Quartermaster Parsons,
U. 8. Army, regarding the forwarding of prisoners.

, U. S. Mississterr SQuapRoN, January 12, 1863.
Sir: The New Erais going up as convoy to the prisoners. She will
go at once to the mouth of the river to take in coal. She will hoist a
checkered red and white flag. I want to send up 26 prisoners. To
which boat shall T send them? co
Very respectfully,
' Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Colonel Parsons,
Quartermaster, U. S. Army.

Letter from Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, B. Xavy, to Major-General Me-
Clernand, U, 8. Axmy, regarding the convoy ef prisoners,

_'  Arkansas Post, January 13, 1863.
GENERAL: Your two communications of to-day in relation to the
convoy. of prisoners and the removal of the shell only reached me a
half hour since. I have been up the river all day sounding. o '
‘One of the gunboats is at the mouth of the river waiting for the-
steamers, and the other will convoy them down and then accompany
them wherever you wish to send them. The shells will be sent for
‘early to-morrow morning. : :
I am much obliged to you for the offer of the hospital ship, but
we have one of our own where the wounded are well cared for.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
Davp D. PorTer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Major-General McCrLERNAND, -
Commanding Army of the Mississippi, Transport Tigress,
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Order of Aocoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Shirk, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Lexington, regarding comvoy of
prisoners, -

‘ - Argansas Post, January 13, 1863.
Sir: You will proceed at daylight to the mouth of White River
with the prisoners captured at Fort Hindman and. convoy them to
such places as the general commanding may send them to. You.
will regulate the movements of the boats so that there can be no
possibility of their rising on the guard. The New E'ra, at the mouth
of the river, will accompany you. When you have performed this
duty you will proceed to New Albany and take command of the
ZLuscumbia as soon as she is ready to be turned over to the Mississippti
Squadron, and you will go on to Erie, Pa.,and sce if you can not raise
menkenough to man her. You will not remain there longer than a

week.
You will send the Lewington back to me, in charge of the executive,
the moment you deliver the prisoners and start on the duty enjoined
ou.
y Report to me how matters are progressing by every opportunity.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davin D. Porter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander James W. Suigrg, U. S. Navy,
Commanding U. S. 8. Lexington.

Order of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Owen, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Louisville, regarding transfer of shell
from Fort Hindman to that vessel.

Arxansas Posr, January 13, 1863.
S1r: You will apply to the ordnance officer of the Army, who will
deliver to you all tﬁe 8 and 9 inch shell in the fort, which you will
transfer to your vessel without delay.
The ordnance officer will be found on the transport General
Anderson. l
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D. Porter,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Erias K. Owen, U. S. Navy.
Commanding Louisville, Arkansas River.

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8. Navy, to Lieutenant-Commander
Smith, U, 8, Navy, to send a gunboat above Fort Hindman, to follow the last
transport down Arkansas River,

U. 8. 5. Brack Hawk, January 14, 1863.

Sir: You will send a light-draft at daylight up half a mile above
the fort, which vessel will bring up the rear and follow down the last
transport that leaves the fort.
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Have another vessel ready at 8 o’clock a. m. to-morrow to carry
dispatches up the White River. ILet the commander report to me.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
T ) Davip D. Porrer,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.
Lieutenant-Commander WarsoN Smith, U. S. Navy.

-~

Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, to Licutenant-Commander
Smith, U. 8. Navy, in view of the movement of Major-General MoClernand,
U. 8. Army, from the Arkansas River, ,

JANUARY 17, 1863.

Sir: I have received a communication from General McClernand,
that he is proceeding out of the river. If he has disabled the guns,
lf)zgple WitE all the vessels, setting fire to anything that may be left

ind. . ,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' ' Davip D. Porteg,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Lieutenant-Commander Watson SmrtH, U. S. Navy.
Commanding First Division of Light-Drafts.

Supplemental report of Aoting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. S. Navy, transmitting
chart and sketches of Fort Findman,

No. 59.] U. S. Mississippr SQUADRON, January 17, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to enclose a chart and sketches of Fort Hind-
man, Post of Arkansas, showing the position and destructive fire of
the ironclads Louisville, Baron De Kalb, and.Cincinnati.

I have the honor to be, very respectfull%, your obedient servant,
AVID D, PoRTER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gipeon WELLES, . A
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C. .

Extracts from detailed report of Major-General Mc¢Clernand, U. 8. Army.

HEeADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE MIsSsISsiPPI,
Steamer Tigress, Mississippi River, January 20, 1863.

I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations
of the forces of which, in pursuance of the order of Major-General
Grant, commanding Department of thé Tennessee, I assumed com-
mand on the 4th instant, at Milliken’s Bend, La., resulting in the
reduction of Fort Hindman, more generally known as Post [of]
Arkansas: S . , 4 . o

These forces, styled by me for convenience and propriety of descrip-
tion the Army of the Mississippi, consisted of parts of two corps
d’armée, viz., the Thirteenth, my own, and the, Fifteenth, Major-



124 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS,

General Sherman’s. Desiring to give my undivided attention t6 mat-
ters affecting the general "commangjl immediately assigned Brigadier-
General George W. Morgan, a tried and meritorious officer, to the
command of the Thirteenth Corps d’Armée, in which he was the
senior division commander.

* " * * » * P

Having, as already mentioned, assumed command of these forces
on the 4th instant after they had retired from' the neighborhood of
Vicksburg, I sailed with them the same day in execution of a pur-
pose; the importance of which I had suggested to General- Gorman
at Helena, December 30, on my way down ‘the river. That purpose
was the reduction of Fort Hindman, which had been laboriously and
skillfully enlarged and strengthened since the commencement of the
rebellion, which formed the key to Little Rock, the capital of the
State of Arkansas, and the extensive and valuable country drained
by the Arkansas River, and from which hostile detachments were
constantly sent forth to obstruct the navigation of the Mississippi
River and thereby our. communications.

A government transport, the Blue Wing, laden with valuable mili-
tary stores, only a few days before, fell prey to one of these detach-
ments, and ammunition taken from her was used against us in the
engagen:ent of which I am giving an account. Without turning my
arms in this direction, my forces must have continued comparatively
idle at Milliken’s Bend until you should have altered your plan for

the reduction of Vicksburg or recalled them.
* » * — * »

L d

Dispatching Colonel Stewart, chief of c‘aiValrf{, with m(f' escort to
explore the ground to the bayou on the right, I hastened back and
requested Rear-Admiral Porter, commanding the Mississippi Squad-
ron, to advance the gunboats and open fire on the enemy’s works for
the purpose of diverting his attention while the land forces should
gain the positions assigned to them. Promptly complying, the ad-
miral advanced his boats and opened a terrific cannonade upon the

fort, which was continued an hour or more and until after nightfall.
* * * * * * *

Post [of] Arkansas, a small village, the capital of Arkansas
County, 1s situated on elevated ground, above the reach of floods, and
defining for some miles the left bank of the river. It was settled
by the French in 1685; is 50 miles above the mouth of the river, 117
miles below Little Rock, and is surrounded by a fruitful country,
abounding in cattle, corn, and cotton.

. Fort Hindman, a square, full-bastioned fort, was erected within
this village, upon the bank of the river, at the head of a bend resem-
bling a horseshoe.
» » S * » * K]

Havindg placed in battery, at the request of Admiral Porter, two
20-pounder Parrotts, as already explained, for the purpose of dis-
mounting the gun in the lower casemate, which had seriously annoyed
the gunboats on the previous evening, and all. my forces being ready
for action, I sent word to the admiral accordingly, and notified him
that as soon as he had opened fire I would advance to the attack of
_the enemy’s works, and at 12 m. repeated the same communication,
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At 1 p. m, the gunboats opened fire, immediately followed by the
fire of artillery along the right wing of my line, and soon after by
the fire of artillery along the left wing. At the expiration of thirty
minutes the infantry were to advance to the charge, and when our
men were heard shouting the gunboats, in order to avoid inflicting
injury: upon them, were to cease firing,

®o . ™ . » *

Colonel Lindsey, as soon as a gunboat had passed above the fort,
hastened with his brigade down the oppusite shore and o,pe,n'ed an
oblique fire from Foster’s two 20 and Ei)eutenant Wilgon’s two 10
pounder Parrotts into the enemy’s line of rifle pits, carrying away his
battle flag and killing a number of his men. JEager to do still more,
he embarked the Third Kentucky on board of one of the gunboats to
cross the river to the fort, but before it got over the enemy had
surrendered. ' ,

Thus, at 4:30 o’clock, after three and a half hours’ hard fighting,
our forces entered and took possession of all the enemy’s defenses.

* * * L L} * *

The prisoners of war I forwarded to the commissioner for the
exchange of prisoners at St. Louis; and utterly destroying all of
the enemy’s defenses, together with all buildings used by him for
military purposes, I reembarked my command and sailed for Milli-
ke(ril’s Bend on the 17th instant, in obedience to Mnjor-General Grant’s
order.

* * * * % * %~

The maps and drawings herewith submitted will illustrate the dis-
position of the land forces, the position of the gunboats, the defenses
of the enemy, the field of operations, and the surrounding country.

JouN A. McCLERNAND,
Major-General Commanding.

Lieutenant-Colonel Joun A. Rawrins,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Tennessee.

—————

Report of Major-General Sherman, U’. 8. Army, commanding Fifteenth Army
: Corps.

HeapQuarTeERs FirreEnTH ARMY CoORPS,

, Post of Arkansas, Ark., January 13, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to réport the operations of this corps during
the recent events which resulted in the capture of the Arkansas Post
with its entire garrison and its matériel of war. ,
' The fleet of gunboats under Admiral Porter and tiansports carry-
ing the two corps composing' this army, having rendezvoused in the
Mississippi River at the mouth of White River, on the morning of
the 9th'instant entered White River, gunboats leading, followed by
General McClernand in person, my corps, and ther. General Morgan’s,
Our route was up White River to the cut-off, through it to the
Arkansas, and up that river to the Arkansas Post; whole distance
estimated at 50 miles. '



126 NAVAL FORCES ON WESTERN WATERS,

Late in the evening of the 10th Admiral Porter’s fleet made a
furious attack upon the fort, continuing the canncrading till after it
was dark; but although I had pushed one biigade of Stuart’s division,
commanded by Colonel Giles A. Smith, close up to the enemy’s line,
our forces were not then in position to make an assault, * * *

My orders were that as soon as the gunboats opeued their fire all
our batteries in position should commence firing and continue until
I ordered “ Cease firing,” when, after three minutes’ cessation, the
infantry columns of Steele and Stuart were to assault the enemy’s
line of rifle pits and defenses.

The gunboats opened about 1 p. m., and our field batteries at once
commenced firing, directing their shots at the enemy’s guns, his line
of defenses, and most especially enfilading the road whic led directly
into the fort, and which road separateg General Morgan’s line of
attack from mine. I could not see the gunboats, and had to judge
of their progress by the sound of their gll'le. This was at first slow
and steagy, ut rapidly approached the fort and enveloped it with
a complete hailstorm of shot and shell. * * *

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
W. T. SHERMAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

Lieutenant-Colonel A. SoHwWARTZ,
Assistant Adjutant-General to General McClernand.

[Telegram.]

Cairo, ILL., January 21, 1863.

The gunboat Lewington, Lieutenant-Commander Shirk, has just
arrived, 11:30 a. m., convoying 4,793 rebel prisoners of war from
the Post of Arkansas.

A. M. PeNNOCK.

Hon. Gipeon WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, correcting statement made in
previous report.

No. 76.] U. S. MississipPr SQUADRON, January 28, 1863.
Sir: I'mentioned in one of my reports to you that the Army had
captured eighteen fieldpieces at Arkansas Post, on the field. Only
seventeen guns were captured in all—six besides the guns in. the fort,

captured by the Navy. I was misinformed. v o
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. Davip D. Porteg,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippi Squadron.

Hon. Gioeon WELLES, -
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Porter, U. 8. Navy, responding to Department’s
statement that the only information received had been through the War
Department, ‘ '

No. 79.] . ~ U. S. Mississrppr SQUADRON, January 28, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu-
nication, stating that yoiu had he information of my movements at
Arkansas Post except through the War Department.

I sent & fast boat off immediately with a telegram, but the army
boat beat her. If you did not receive my communication so soon, you
will find it more reliable than'the one received at the War Depart-
ment, which states that the Navy cooperated, when in fact it forced
the fort to surrender, and then cut off the retreat of the rebels, who
were driven back on the Army. I find that army officers are not
willing to give the Navy credit (even in very small matters) they are
entitled to, but you will find that I do not fail in my reports to give
mfy officers and men the credit they justly deserve, even at the risk
of hurting the sensibilities of the Army. ; ;

You will receive the first account of the next battle we have.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Davip D. PogTEr,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Mississippt Squadron.

Hon. GioEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

~~~~~

———————

Congratulatory letter from the Seoretary of the Navy to Aoting Rear-Admiral
Porter, U, 8. Navy, acknowledging delayed reports.

Navy DerArRTMENT, January 28, 1863.

Sir: Your several dispatches of the 11th, 12th, and 13th instant,
communicating the success attending your command at the Post of
Arkansas, the reduction of that place, and the surrender by Colonel
Dunnington, the commandant of its garrison, to our naval forces,
have been duly received. C

It is a gratification that the efforts of yourself and the officers and
sailors on the Western rivers indicate the same resolute energy and
efficiency that characterized the movements of our gunboats one year
ago; and the result at Arkansas Post is, I trust, the harbinger of
,gther achievements for the country and the Union by our naval

orces. : ~

Accept for yourself and convey to your gallant associates the con-
gratulations of the Departinent for your services.

I am, respectfulll)y, your obedient servant,
GmEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral D. D. PorTer
Commanding Mississippi S’quadron, Cairo, I11.
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Report of Brigadier-Gemeral Churchill, C. B, Army, commanding lower Arkansas
and White rivers, :

Ricamono, Va.,, May 7, 1863.
GeNERAL: Not being in communication with Lieutenant-General
Holmes, commanding the Trans-Mississippi Department, I herewith
forward for your consideration my report of the actions of the 10th

and 11th of January last at Arkansas Post.-
T have _the honor to be, general,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. J. CHurcHILL, Brigadier-General
Commanding Lower Arkansas and White Rivers.

General S. Coorer,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.

[ Enclosure,} .

Ricamonp, Va., May 6, 1863.

GeNErAL: On the morning of the 9th of January I was informed
by pickets stationed at the mouth of the cut-off that the enemy, with
his gunboats, followed by his fleet of seventy or eighty transports,
were passing into the Arkansas River. It now became evident that
their object was to attack the Arkansas Post. I immediately made
every arrangement to meet him, and ordered out the whole force
under my command, numbering about 3,000 effective men, to take
position 1n some lower trenches about 1} miles below the fort. The
Second Brigade, under Colonel Deshler, and the Third, under Colonel
Dunnington, occupied the works, while the First Brigade, under
Colonel Garland, was held in reserve.

Three companies of cavalry, under command of Captains Denson,
Nutt, and Richardson, were sent in advance to watch the movements
of the enemy. During the night the enemy effected a landing about
2 miles below, on the north side of the river.

The following day about 9 o'clock the gunboats commenced moving
up the river and opened fire upon our position. - Having but one bat-
tery of fieldpieces, of 6 and 12 pounders, I did not return their fire.
It was here that I exFected the cooperation of the guns from the fort,
but owing to some defect in the powder they were scarcely able to
throw a shell below the trenches, much less to the fleet. About 2
o’clock p. m., discovering that I was bein% flanked by a large body of
cavalry and artillery, I thought it advisable to fall {ack under cover
of the guns of the fort to an inner line of intrenchments.

The enemy advanced cautiously, and as they approached our lines
were most signally repulsed. They made no further attempt that
evening to charge our works, and I employed the balance of the time
till next morning in strengthening my position and completing my
intrenchments. Discovering that a body of the enemy had occupied
some cabins in our old encampment, I ordered Colonel R. Q. Mills
with his regiment to drive them from the position, which he did most
successfully, capturing several prisoners. Just before dark Admiral
Porter moved up with several of his ironclads to test the metal of
our fort. Colonel Dunnington, who commanded the fort, was ready
in an instant to receive him. The fire opened, and the fight lasted
near two hours, and finally the gunboats were compelled to fall back
in a crippled condition.
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Our loss was slight, that of the enemy much heavier. During the
ni%ht I received a t‘efegra.phic dispatch from you, ordering me “to
hold out till help arrived or until all dead,” which order was com-
municated to brigade commanders, with instructions to see it carried
out in spirit and letter, Next morning I made every disposition of
my forces to meet the enemy in the desperate conflict which wassoon
to follow. Colonel Deshler, with his brigade, with the régiment of
Colonel Dawson attached, commanded b{' ieutenant-Colonel Hutchi-
son, occupied the extreme left; Colonel Garland, with his brigade,
with his right resting on the fort, while Colonel Dunnington com-
manded the river defenses. It was near 12 o’clock before the enemty
got fully into position, when he commenced moving upon my lines
simultaneously by land and water. Four ironclads opened upon the
fort, which responded in gallant style with its three guns,
~ After a continuous fire of three hours they succeeded in silencing
every gun we had with the exception of one small 6-pounder Parrott
gun, which was on the land side. Two boats passed up and opened
a cross-fire upon the fort and our lines; still we maintained the strug-
gle. Their attack by land was less successful ; on the right they were
repulsed twice in attempting to storm our works, and on the left were
driven back with great slaughter in no less than eight different
charges. To defend this entire line of rifle pits I had but one battery
of small fieldpieces, under command of Captain Hart, to whom great
credit is due for the successful manner in which they were handled,
contending, as he did, with some fifty pieces in his front. The fort
had now been silenced about an hour, most of the fieldpieces had been
disabled ; still the fire raged furiously along the entire line, and that
gallant band of Texans and-Arkansans, having nothing to rely upon
now save their muskets and bayonets, still disdained to yield to the
overpowering foe of 50,000 men, who were pressing upon them from
almost every direction. Just at this moment, to my great surprise,
several white flags were disg}ayed in 'the Twenty-fourth Regiment
Texas Dismounted Cavalry, First Brigade, and before they could be
suppressed the enemy took advantage of them, crowded upon my lines,
and not being prevented by the brigadé commander from crossing, as
was his duty, fwas forced to the humiliating necessity of surrender-
ing the balance of the command. My great hope was to keep them inv
check until night and then, if reinforcements did not reach me, cut
my way out. No stigma should rest upon the troops. It was no fault
ofytheirs; they fought with a desperation and courage yet unsurpassed
in this war, and I hope and trust that the traitor will yet be discov-
ered, brought to-justice, and suffer the full penalty of the law. My
thanks are due Colonels Anderson and Gillespie for the prompt meas-
ures taken to prevent the raising of the white ﬂa¥ in their regiments.
In the Sec‘ontf Brigade, commanded by the gallant Deshler, it was
never displayed. V , :

I had ordered Colonel E. E. Portlock, commanding at St. Charles,
to hasten to my relief with what troops he could spare. Captain Alf.
Johnson reached the post on Saturday night and took part in the

~action on the 11th. (‘B)lonel Portlock, at 